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A LETTER 


TO THE 
* Tradeſmen, Farmers, 
AND 
Common-People of IxzLanD, 
CONCERNING THE 
BRASS Hate-PENCE 
Coined by one WILLIAM WOOD, 

Hard- Ware-Man, 


With a DESIGN to have them pas in 


ths KING DOM. 
The Power of his PATENT, the Value of the 
Halr-PENCE, and how far every Perſon 
may be obliged to take the ſame in Payments, 
and how to behave himſelf, in Caſe ſuch an 


Attempt ſhould be made by Woop, or any 
other Perſon. 


(Very proper to be kept in every FamiLy.) 


By M. B. Drayira. 
Written in the Y gar 1724. 


Vol. VIII. B 


— 1 ( DU U 0 „ 


To the Tradeſmen Shop - Keepers, 
Farmers, and Country - People in 


General, of the Kingdom of 1R E- 
LAND. | 


Bretbren, Friends, Countrymen, and Fellow- 
Subjects. 


HA I intend now to ſay to you, 
= is, next to your Duty to God, 
and the Care of your Salvation, of 
= the greateſt Concern to your ſelves, 
and your Children; your Bread and Cloathing, 
and every common Neceſſary of Life entirely 
depend upon it. Therefore I do moſt earneſtly 
exhort you as Men, as Chriſtians, as Parents, 
and as Lovers of your Country, to read this Paper 
with the utmoſt Attention, or get it read to 
you by others; which that you may do at the 
leſs Expence, I have ordered the Printer to ſell 
it at the loweſt Rate. 
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Ir is a great Fault among you, that when a 
Perſon writes with no other Intention than to do 
you Good, you will not be at the Pains to read his 
Advices : One Copy of this Paper may ſerve a 
Dozen of you, which will be lefs than a Far- 
thing apiece, It is your Folly, that you have 
no common or general Intereſt in your View, 

not even the Wiſeſt among you; neither do you 
know or enquire, .or care who are your Friends, 
or who are your Enemies. 

ABovurT four Years ago, a little Book was 
written to adviſe all People to wear the Manu- 
faftures of this our own Dear Country : It had 
no other Deſign, ſaid nothing againſt the Xing 
or Parliament, or any Perſon whatſoever, jet 
the Poor PRINTER was proſecuted two 
Years, with the utmoſt Violencez and even 
ſome WEA VERS themſelves, for whoſe Sake 
it was written, being upon the Jux r, FounD 
Him GUILTY. This would be enough to diſ- 
courage any Man from endeavouring to do you 
Good, when you will either negle& him, or fly 

in his Face for his Pains; and when he muſt ex- 
pect only Danger to himſelf, and to be fined and 
3 perhaps to his Ruin. 

HOW EVE R, I cannot but warn you once 

more of the manifeſt Deſtruction before your 


Ses Vol. VI. pag. 5, A Propoſal for 2 the Iriſh 
Liinfacturet. . 9 4 F 
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LETTER I. 5. 
Eyes, if you do. not behave your ſelves as you 
ought. 

I wilL therefore firſt tell you the plain Story 
of the Fact; and then I will lay before you, how 
you ought to act in common Prudence, and ac. 
cording to the Eaws of your Country. 

THE Ha is thus; It having been many 
Years ſince Cor pER Harte-Ptnce or Far- 
THINGS were laſt Coined in. this Kingdom, 


they have been for ſome Time very ſcarce, and 


many Counterfeits paſſed about under the Name 
of Ray's: Several Applications were made to 
England, that we might have Liberty to Coin 
New Ones, 2s in former Times we did ; but 
they did. not ſucceed. At laſt one Mr. Woop, 
a: mean ordinary Man, a Hard-Ware Dealer. 
procured a Patent under His MAI EST S 
Br oAD SBA, to coin 108000 J. in Copper 
for this Kingdom; which Patent however did 
not oblidge any one here to take them, unleſs 
they pleaſed. Now you muſt know, that the 
Harte-Pencs and FArTHINGs in England 
paſs for very little more than they are worth . 
And if you ſhould beat them to Pieces, and ſell 
them to the Brazier, you would not looſe much 
above a Penny in a Shilling. But Mr. Woop 
made his HA LT-PEN CE of ſuch Baſe Metal, 
and ſo much ſmaller than the Engliſh ones, that 
the. Brazier would hardly give you above a Pin- 
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ny of good Money for a Shilling of his; fo that 
this Sum of 1080007. in good Gold and Silver, 
muſt be given for TR ASH that will not be worth 
above Eight or Nine Thouſand Pounds real Value. 
But this is not the Worſt; for Mr. Wood, when 
he pleaſes, may by Stealth ſend over another 
1080001. and buy all our Goods for Eleven Parts 
in Twelve, under the Value. For Example, if a 
Hatter ſells a Dogen of Hats for Five Shillings 
a-piece, which amounts to Three Pounds, and re- 
ceives the Payment in Mr. Wo op's Coin, he 
really receives only the Value of Five Shillings. 
PERRHATsö you will wonder how ſuch an ordi- 
zary Fellow as this Mr. Woo p could have fo 
much Intereſt as to get His MaJjzsTyY's Broad 
Seal for ſo great a Sum of bad Money, to be ſent 
to this poor Country; and that all the Nebility 
and Gentry here could not obtain the ſame Fa- 
vour, and let us make our own HALF-PENCE, 
as we uſed todo, Now I will make that Matter 
very plain. We are at a great Diſtance from the 
King's Court, and have no body there to ſollicit 
for us, although a great Number of Lords and 
Squires, whoſe Eſtates are here, and are our 
Countrymen, ſpend all their Lives and Fortunes 
there. But this ſame Mr. Woop was able to 
attend conſtantly for his own Intereſt ; he is an 
ENGLISHMAN and had GREAT FRIENDS, 

and it ſeems knew very well where to give Money, 
| 3 5 to 


LETTER I. 7 
to thoſe that would ſpeak to O TH ERS that could 
ſpeak to the KI G, and would tell a FAIR 
Srox Y. And His MajesTy, and perhaps 
the great I. ord or Lords who adviſed him, might 
think it was for our Country's Good; and fo, a- 


the Lawyers expreſs it, the KINO was deceived 


in his Grant; which often happens in all Reign. 
And I am ſure if His MAIESH V knew that ſuch 
a Patent, if it ſhould take Effect according to 
the Deſire of Mr. Wo o p, would utterly ruin 
this Kingdom, which hath given ſuch great 


| Proofs of its Loyalty; he would immediately re- 


call it, and perhaps ſhew his Diſpleaſure to Sou E 
Bopry ox OTHER: But a Word to the Niſe is 
enough. Moſt of you muſt have heard with what 
Anger our Honourable Houſe of Commons received 
an Account of this Woop's PATENT. There 


were ſeveral Fine Speeches made upon it, and 


plain Proofs, that it was all a WickED CuEat 


from the Bottom to the Top; and ſeveral ſmart 
Votes were printed, which that ſame Woop had 


the Aſſurance to anſwer likewiſe in Print, and 


in fo confident a Way, as if he were à better 


Man than our whole Parliament put together. 
THis Woop, as ſoon as his Patent was paſſed, 

or ſoon after, ſends over a great many Barrels of 

thoſe HALF-PENCE, to Cork and other Sea- 


Port Towns, and to get them off, offered an 


Hundred. Paunds in his Coin for Seventy or Eighty 
B 4 in 
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in Silver : But the Collectors of the K IN Gs 
Cuſtoms very honeſtly refuſed to take them, and 
ſo did almoſt every Body elſe. And ſince the 
Parliament hath condemned them, and deſired 
the KixG that they might be ſtopped, all the 
Kingdom do abominate them. 
Bur Woop is ſtil working ander Hand to 
| force his HALF-PENCE upon us; and if he can 
by help of his Friends in England prevail fo far 
as to get an Order that the Commiſſioners and 
Collectors of the King's Money ſhall receive them, 
and that the Army is to be paid with them, then 
he thinks his Work fhall be done. And this is the 
Difficulty you will be under in ſuch a Caſe: For 
the common Soldier when he goes to the Market 
or Ale-houſe, will offer this Money, and if it be 
refuſed, perhaps he will ſwagger and hefor, and 
threaten to beat the Butcher or Ale-wife, or take 
the Goods by Force, and throw them the bad 
HALF-PEXCE, In this and the like Caſes, the 
Shop-heeper, or Victualler, or any other Tradeſ- 
man has no more to do, than to demand ten 
times the Price of his Goods, if it is to be paid 
in Woop's Money; for Example, Twenty 
Pence of that Money for a Quart of Ale, and 
lo in all things elſe, and not part with his Goods 
till he gets the Money. 
For ſuppoſe you go to an  Hle-houſe with that 
baſe Money, and the Landlord gives you a _ 
r 


„ 9 
for Four of theſe Hary-Pence, what muſt the 


Pidtualler do? His Brewer will not be paid in 


that Coin, or if the Brewer ſhould be ſuch a 
Fool, the Farmers will not take it from them 
for their * Bere, becauſe they are bound by their 


' Leaſes to pay their Rents in Good and Lawful 


Money of England, which this is not, nor of 
Ireland neither, and the Squire their Landlord 
will never be ſo bewitched to take ſuch Traſh for 
his Land; ſo that it muſt certainly ſtop ſeme- 
where or other, and wherever it ſtops it is the 
ſame Thing, and we are all undone. 

Tux common Weight of theſe HatF-Pence 


is between four and five to an Ounce ; ſuppoſe 


five, then three Shilling and four Pence will 


weigh a Pound, and conſequently Twenty Sh:/- 


lings will weigh Six Pounds Butter IVeight. 

Now there are many hundred Farmers who pay 
Two hundred Pounds a Year Rent: Therefore 
when one of theſe Farmers comes with his Half. 
Year's Rent, which is One hundred Pound, it 


will be at leaſt Six hundred Pound. weight, which 


is Three Horſes Load, 
IF a Squire has a mind to come to Town to 


buy Cloaths and Wine and Spices for himſelf and 


Family, or perhaps to paſs the Winter here; he 
muſt bring with him five or ſix Horſes loaden 


with Sacks as the Farmers bring their Corn; and 


ba 4 fs of Barky in Ireland. 
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when his Lady comes in her Coach to our Shops, 
it muſt be followed by a Car loaded with Mr. 
Woop's Money. And I hope we ſhall have 
the Grace to take it for no more than it is 
worth. 

Ter fay SqQuiRs ConoOLLY has Sixteen 
Thouſand Pounds a Year; now if he ſends for 
his Rent to Town, as it is likely he does, he muſt 
have Two Hundred and Fifty Horſes to bring up 
his Half Year's Rent, and two or three great 
Cellars in his Houſe for Stowage. But what the 
Bankers will do I cannot tell. For I am aſſured, 
that ſome great Bankers keep by them Forty 
Thouſand Pounds in ready Caſh to anſwer all 
Payments, which Sum in Mr. Wood's Money, 
would require Twelve Hundred Horſes to carry 
1. | 
For my own P.rt, I am already reſolved 
what to do; I have a pretty good Shop of Jriſb 
Stuffs and Silks, and inftead of taking Mr. 
Wood's bad Copper, I intend to Truck with 
my Neighbgurs the Butchers, and Bakers, and 
Brewers, and the reſt, Goods for Goods, and the 
little Gold and Silver I have, I will keep by me 


like my Heart's Blaad till better Times, or until 
I am juſt ready to ſtarve, and then I will buy 
Mr. Woon's Money, as my Father did the Braſs 
Money in King Fames's Time; who could buy 
Ten Pound of it with a Guinea, and I hope to get 
28 


LETTER I. T 
as much for a Piſtole, and ſo purchaſe Bread 
from thoſe who will be ſuch Fools as to fell it me. 

Tazss Half-pence, if they once paſs, wil! 


| ſoon be Counterfeit, becauſe it may be cheaply 
done, the Stuff is ſo Baſe. The Dutch likewiſe 


will probably do the ſame thing, and ſend them 


over to us to pay for our Goods; and Mr Woop 


will never be at reſt, but coin on: So that in 
ſome Years we ſhall have at leaſt five Times 
108000 J. of this Lumber, Now the current 


| Money of this Kingdom is not reckoned to be 


above Four Hundred Thouſand Pounds in all; 
and while there is a Silver Six-pence left, theſe 
Blood-ſuckers will never be quiet. 

WHEN once the Kingdom is reduced to ſuch a 
Condition, I will tell you what muſt be the 
End: The Gentlemen of Eftates will all turn 


off their Tenants for want of Payment; becauſe. 


as I told you before, the Tenants are oblidged by 
their Leaſes to pay Sterling, which is Lawful 


Current Money of England; then they will 
turn their own Farmers, as too many of them do 
_ already, run all into Sheep where they can, keep- 


ing only ſuch other Cattle as are neceſſary; then 
they will be their own Merchants, and ſend their 
Mool, and Butter, and Hides, and Linnen be- 


yond Sea for ready Money, and Fine, and Spices 


and Sils. They will keep only a few miſerable 
Cottagers. The Farmers muſt Rob or Beg, or 
3 | leave 
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leave their Country. The Shop-keepers in this 
and every other Town, muſt Break and Starve. 
For it is the Landed-man that maintains the 
Merchant, and Shop-keeper, and Handicrafts- 

Bur when the Squire turns Farmer and Mer- 
ckant himſelf, all the good Money he gets from 
abroad, he will hoard up to ſend for England, 
and keep ſome poor Taylor or Weaver, and the 
like, in his own Houſe, who will be glad to get 
Bread at any Rate, 

I sHOULD never have done, if I were to tell 
you all the Miſeries we ſhall undergo, if we be 
fo Fooliſh and Wicſed as to take this Curſed Coin. 
It would be very hard, if all Ireland ſhould be 
put into One Scale, and this forry Fellow W oop 
:nto the other : That Mr. Woop ſhould weigh 
down this whole Kingdom, by which England 
gets above a Million of good Money every Year 
clear into their Pockets: And that is more than 
the Engliſh do by all the World beſides. 

Bor your great Comfort is, that, as his Ma- 
jeſty's Patent doth not oblidge you to take this 
Money, fo the Laws have not given the Crown 
a Power of forcing the Subjects to take what 
Money the King pleaſes: For then by the ſame 
Reaſon we might be bound to take Pebble-ftones, 
or Cackle-ſhelts, or flamped Leather for Current 
Cain ; if ever we ſhould happen to live under - 
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this Realm ſhould Change, or Impair the Money, 


LETTER L  » 
il Prince; who might likewiſe by the ſame 
Power make a Guinea paſs for Ten Pounds, a 
Shilling for T wenty Shillings, and ſo on; by 
which he would in a ſhort Time get all the Sil. 


ver and Gold of the Kingdom into his own 


Hands, and leave us nothing but Braſs or Lea- 
ther, or what he pleaſed. Neither is any thing 
reckoned more Cruel or Oppreſſiue in the French 
Government, than their common Practice of cal- 
ling in all their Money after they have ſunk it 
very low, and then coining it a-new at a much 
higher Value; which however is not the Thou- 
ſandth Part fo wicked as this abominable Project 
of Mr. Wood. For the French give their Sub- 
jets Silver for Silver, and Gold for Gold; but 


this Fellow will not ſo much as give us. good 


Braſs or Copper for our Gold and Silver, nor 
even a Twelfth Part of their Worth. 

Havinc faid this much, I will now go on to 
tell you the Judgments of ſome great Lawyers 
in this Matter; whom I fee'd on purpoſe for 
your Sakes, and got their Opinions under their 
Hands, that I might be ſure I went * good 
Grounds, 

A Famous Law-Book called the Mirrour of 
Juſtice, diſcourſing of the Charters (or Laws) 
erdained by our Ancient Kings, declares the Law 
to be as fellows : It was ardained that no King of 


or 


t 
[ 
! . 


— — — 
, 


| 

4 
| 
i 
; 
| 
t 
| 
5 
! 


- — 
— x —kwĩ& . — 


14 The Drarier's LeTTERS, 
or make any other Money than of Gold or Silver 
without the Aſſent of all the Counties, that is, 
as my Lord Coke ſays, without the Aſſent of 
Parliament. 

T x 1s Book is very Ancient, and of great 
Authority for the Time in which it was wrote, 


and with that Character is often quoted by that 


great Lawyer my Lord Coke f. By the Laws of 
England, ſeveral Metals are divided into Lawful 
or true Metal and unlawful or falſe Metal; the 
Former comprehends Silver or Gold, the Latter 
all Baſer Metals: That the Former is only to 
paſs in Payments, appears by an Act of Par- 
liament + made the Twentieth Year of Edward 
the Firſt, called the Statute concerning the paſſing 
of Pence; which I give you here as I got it tran- 
ſlated into Engliſb; for ſome of our Laws at that 
time were, as I am told, writ in Latin: Mo- 


ever in Buying or Selling preſumeth to refuſe an 
Half-penny or Farthing of Lawful Money, bear- 


wg the Stamp which it ought to have, let him be 
ſeized on as a Contemner of the King's Majeſty, 
and caſt into Priſon, 

By this Statute, no Perſon is to be reckoned 
a Contemner of the King's Majeſty, and for that 
Crime to be committed to Priſon; but he who 
refuſeth to accept the King's Coin made of Lato- 
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ful Metal: by which as I obſerved before, Sil- 


wer and Gold only are intended, 

Tax this is the true Conſtruction of the Ac, 
appears not only from the plain Meaning of the 
Words, but from my Lord Coke's * Obſervation 
upon it. By this Act (ſays he) it appears, that 
no Subject can be forced to take in Buying or 
Selling or other Payments, any Money made but 
of lawful Metal; that is, of Silver or Gold. 

Trax Law of England gives the King all 
Mines of Gold and Silver, but not the Mines of 
other Metals; the Reaſon of which Prerggative 
or Power, as it is given + by my Lord Coke, is 


| becauſe Money can be made of Gold and Silver; 


but not of other Metals. 
PursvaANT to this Opinion,  Half-pence and 


 Farthings were anciently made of Silver, which 


is evident from the Act of Parliament of Hen- 
7y the IVth. Chap. 4. whereby it is enacted as 
follows: Item, for the great Scarcity that is at 
preſent within the Realm of England of Half- 
pence and Farthings of Silver; it is ordained and 
eftabliſhed, that the third Part of all the Money 
of Silver Plate which ſhall be brought to the Bul- 
lion, ſhall be made in Half-pence and Farthings. 
This ſhews that by the Words Half-penny and 
Farthing of lawful Money in that Statute con- 
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cerning the paſſing of Pence, is meant a ſmall 
Coin in Half-pence and Farthings of Silver. 
Tris is further manifeſt from the Statute 
of the Ninth Year of Edward the IIId. Chap. 
3. which enacts, That no Sterling Half-penny 
or Farthing be molten for to make Veſſels, or any 
other thing by the Goldſmiths, nor others, upon 
Forfeiture of the Money ſo molten (or melted.) 
B y another Act in this King's Reign, Black 
Money was not to be current in England. And 
by an Act made in the Eleventh Year of his 
Reign, Chap. 5. Galley Half-pence were not to 
" paſs: What kind. of Coin theſe were I do not 
know ; but I preſume they were made of Baſe 
Metal. And theſe Acts were no new Laws, 
but further Declarations of the eld Laws relating 
to the Con. | 
THuUs the Lam: ftands-in Relation- to Cain. 
Nor is there any Example to the contrary, ex- 
cept one in Davis's Reports; who tells us, that 
in the time of Tyrone's Rebellion, Queen Eliza- 
beth ordered Money of mixt Metal to be coined 
in the Tower of London, and ſent over hither 
for Payment of the Army ; oblidging all People to 
receive it; and commanding, that all Silver 
Money ſhould be taken only as Bullion, that is, 
for as much as it weighed. Davis tells us ſeve- 
ral particulars in this Matter too long. here. to 
trouble you with, and that the Privy Council o 
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this Kingdom oblidged a Merchant in England to 
receive this mixt Money for Goods tranſmitted 
hither. 

Bur this Proceeding is rejected by all the beſt 
Lawyers, as contrary to Law, the Privy Coun- 
ci] here having no ſuch legal Power. And be- 
ſides it is to be confidered, that the Queen was 
then under great Difficulties by a Rebellion in 
this Kingdom aſſiſted from Spain. And, what- 
ever is done in great Exigencies and dangerous 
Times, ſhould never he an Example to proceed 
by in Seaſons of Peace and Quietneſs. 

I wi1L I now, my dear Friends, to fave you 
the Trouble, ſet before you in ſhort, what the 
Law oblidges you to do; and what it does not 
oblidge you to. 

Fist, you are oblidged to take all Money in 


Payments which is coined by the King, and is of 


the Exgliſb Standard or Weight ; z provided it be 
of Gold or Silver. 

SECONDLY, you are not oblidged to take any 
Money which is not of Gold or Silver; not only 


the Half-pence or Farthings of England, but of 


any other Country, And it is merely for Con- 
venience, or Eaſe, that you are content to take 
them; becauſe the Cuſtom of coining Silver 
Half-pence and Farthings hath long been left off; 
I ſuppoſe, on Account of their being ſubject to 
be loſt, 


THIRDLY, 
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Tr1rxDLY, Much leſs are we oblidged to take 
thoſe vile Half-pence of that fame Wood, by 
which you muſt loſe almoſt Eleven-Pence in 
every Shilling. 

THEREFORE, my Friends, ſtand to it One 
and All: Refuſe this filthy Traſh. It is no Trea- 
| ſon to rebel againſt Mr, Wood. His Majefty in 

his Patent oblidges no body to take theſe Half- 
pence : Our Gracious Prince hath no ſuch ill Ad- 
viſers about him; or if he had, yet you ſee the 
Laws have not left it in the King's Power, to 
force us to take any Coin but what is lawful, of 
right Standard, Gold and Silver. Therefore you 
have nothing to fear. 

Au p let me in the next Place apply my ſelf 
particularly to you who are the poorer Sort of 
Tradeſmen : Perhaps you may think you will not 
be fo great Loſers as the Rich, if theſe Half 
pence ſhould paſs; becauſe you ſeldom ſee any 
Silver, and your Cuſtomers come to your Shops 
or Stalls with nothing but Braſs, which you 
likewiſe find hard to be got. But you may take. 
my Word, whenever this Money gains Footing 
among you, you will be utterly undone, If you 
carry theſe Half-pence to a Shop for Tobacco or 
Brandy, or any other thing you want; the 
Shop-keeper will advance his Goods accordingly, 
or elſe he muſt break and leave the Key under the 
Door. Do you think I will fell you a Yard of 

Ten- 
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Ten- penny Stuff for Twenty of Mr. ood's 
Half-pence? No, not under Two hundred at 
leaſt; neither will I be at the Trouble of count- 
ing, but weigh them in a Lump. I will tell 
you one thing further; that if Mr. Mood's Pro- 
ject ſhould take, it will ruin even our Beggars: 
For when I give a Beggar a Half- penny, it will 


- quench his Thirſt, or go a good Way to fill his 


Belly; but the Twelfth part of a Half-penny 
will do him no more Service than if I ſhould give 


him three Pins out of my Sleeve. 


Ix ſhort; theſe Half pence are like the accur- 
fed Thing, which, as the Scripture tells us, the 
Children of Iſrael were forbidden to touch. 
They will run about like the Plague and deſtroy 
every one who lays his Hands upon them. I 
have heard Scholars talk of a Man who told the 
King that he had invented a Way to torment 
People by putting them into a Bull of Braſs with 
Fire under it: But the Prince put the Projector 
firſt into his own Brazen Bull to make the Ex- 


periment. This very much reſembles the Pro- 


ject of Mr. Wood; and the like of this may poſ- 
ſibly be Mr. Wood's Fate; that the Braſs he 


contrived to torment this Kingdom with, may 


prove his own Thomant, and his Deſtruction at 

laſt. 
VN. B. The Author of this Paper is informed 
by Perſons who have made it their Buſineſs to be 
exact 
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exact in their Obſervations on the true Value of 
theſe Half-pence ; that any Perſon may expect 
to get a Quart of Two- penny Ale for Thirty-ſix 
of them, 

 IDEes18R E that all Families may keep this 
Paper carefully by them to refreſh their Memo- 
ries whenever they ſhall have farther Notice of 
Mr. MWood's Half-pence, or any other the like 


Impoſture, 
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ALE TTER to Mr. Harding the 
Printer, upon Occafion of a Para- 
graph in his News-Paper of Auguſt 
iſt, 1724, relating to Mr. Wood's 
Half-Pence. 


SEN your News-Letter of the Firſt 
== Inſtant, there is a Paragraph, dated 


[ be - = os | 
333 ,» 
| * 


to Mood's Half-pence ; whereby it 


— — 


is plain, what I foretold in my 
Letter to the Shop-keepers, Sc. that this vile 
Fellow would never be at Reſt ; and that the 
Danger of our Ruin approaches nearer : And 


therefore the Kingdom requires New and Freſh 


Warning, However, I take that Paragraph to be 
in a great Meaſure, an Impoſition upon the Pub- 


lick ; at leaſt I hope fo, becauſe I am informed 
that 


— 
* 1 from London, Fuly 25th, relating 
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that Mood is generally his own News-Writer, I 
cannot but obſerve from that Paragraph, that 
this Publick Enemy of ours, not fatisfied to 
ruin us with his Traſh, takes every Occafion to 
treat this Kingdom with the utmoſt Contempt. 
He repreſents Several of our Merchants and 
Traders upon Examination before a Committee 
of Council, agreeing, that there was the utmoſt 
Neceſſity of Copper- Money here, before his Patent; 
fo that ſeveral Gentlemen have been ferced to Tally 
with their IVorkmen, and give them Bits of Cards, 
ſealed and ſubſcribed with their Names. What 
then? If a Phyſician preſcribe to a Patient a 
Dram of Phyſick, ſhall a Raſcal Apothecary 
cram him with a Pound, and mix it up with 
Poiſan? And is not a Landlord's Hand and 
Seal to his own Labourers a better Security for 
Five or Ten Shillings, than 7/o0d's Braſs, Ten 
Times below the real Value, can be to the 
Kingdom, for an Hundred and Eight Thouſand 
Pounds ? 


BuT who are theſe 8 and Traders of 


Ireland that make this Report of the utmoſt Ne- 
ceſſuty we are under for Copper- Money? They 
are only a few Betrayers of their Country, Con- 
federates with Nod, from whom they are to 
purchaſe a great Quantity of his Coin, perhaps 
at half the Price that we are to take it, and vend 
it among us to the Ruin of the Publick, and 

their 
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their own private Advantage. Are not theſe 
excellent Witneſſes, upon whoſe Integrity the 
Fate of a Kingdom muſt depend ; who are Evi- 
dences in their own Cauſe, and Sharers in this 
Work of Iniquity? 

Ir we could have deſerved the Liberty of 
Coining for ourſelves, as we formerly did, (and 


why we have not is every Bodys Wonder as well 


as mine) Ten Thouſand Pounds might have 
been coin'd here in Dublin of only one Fifth 
below the intrinſic Value, and this Sum, with 
the Stock of Half-pence we then had, would 


have been ſufficient : But Mood, by his Emiſſa- 


ries, Enemies to God and this Kingdom, hath 
taken Care to buy up as many of our old Half- 


pence as he could; and from thence the preſent 
Want of Change ariſes ; to remove which, by 


Mr. Weeds Remedy, would be, to cure a 
Scratch on the Finger by cutting off the Arm. 
But ſuppoſing there were not one Farthing of 
Change in the whole Nition, I will maintain, 
that Five and Twenty Thouſand Pounds would 
be a Sum fully ſufficient to anſwer all our Occa- 
ſions. I am no inconſiderable Shop-keeper in 
this Town, I have diſcourſed with ſeveral of my 
own, and other Trades; with many Gentlemen 
both of City and Country ; and alſo, with great 
Numbers of Farmers, Cottagers, and Labour- 
ers; who all agree that Two Shillings in Change 

for 
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£F for every Family, would be more than neceſſary 
i in all Dealings, Now by the largeſt Computa- 
j tion (even before that grievous Diſcouragement 
of Agriculture, which hath ſo much leſſened our 
Numbers) the Souls in this Kingdom are com- 
puted to be One Million and a half ; which, al- 
lowing Six to a Family, makes Two Hundred 
and Fifty Thouſand Families ; and conſequently, 
Two Shillings to each Family will amount only 
to Five and Twenty thouſand Pounds: Whereas 
this Honeſt Liberal Hard- ware- Man Wed, 
would impoſe upon us above Four Times that 
Sum, nk 

YouR Paragraph relates further ; that Sir Iſaac 
Newton reported an A//ay taken at the Tower, of 
Iood's Metal; by which it appears, that Food 
had in all reſpects performed his Contract. His 
3 Contract! With whom? Was it with the 
. 1 Parliament or People of Ireland? Are not they 
1 to be the Purchaſers? But they deteſt, abhor, 
and reject it, as Corrfipt, Fraudulent, mingled 
with Dirt and Traſh, Upon which he grows 


9 

1 angry, goes to Law, and will impoſe his Goods 
'F upon us by Force. 
[ Bur your News-Letter ſays, that an Aſſay 
| was made of the Coin. How impudent and in- | 
4 ſupportable is this? Mood takes Care to coin a 
x |  Dozenor two Half-pence of goed Metal, ſends 
F them to the Tower and they are approved, and | 4 
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' theſe muſt anſwer all that he hath already Coined, 


or ſhall Coin for the future. Tt is true, indeed, 
that a Gentleman often ſends to my Shop for a 
Pattern of Stuff; I cut it fairly off, and if he 
likes it, he comes or ſends and compares the Pat- 
tern with the whole Piece, and probably we 
come to a Bargain. But if I were to buy an 


| hundred Sheep, and the Grazier ſhould bring 


me one ſingle Weather, fat and fleeced by way 
of Pattern, and expect the ſame Price round for 


the whole hundred, without ſuffering me to ſee 


them before he was paid, or giving me good Se. 
Curity to reſtore my Money for thoſe that were 
Lean, or Shorn, or Scabby ; I would be none of 
his Cuſtomer. I have heard of a Man who had 
a Mind to ſell his Houſe, and therefore carried a 
Piece of Brick in his Pocket, which he ſhewed 
as a Pattern to encourage Purchaſers: And this is 
directly the Caſe in Point with Mr. Woods Aſſay. 


THe next Part of the Paragraph contains Mr. 


Mood's voluntary Propoſals for preventing any 


future Objections or Apprebenſions. 
His firſt Propoſal is; That whereas he hath 


already coined ſeventeen thouſand Pounds, and has 


Copper prepared to make it up forty thouſand 


Pounds, he will be content to Coin no more, unleſs the 
EXIGENCES OF TRADE REQUIRE IT, 
although his Patent empowers him 70 coin a far 


greater Quantity, 8 
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or TRADE REQUIRE ir? Without doubt, 
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To which if I were to anſwer, it ſhould be 
thus: Let Mr. Wood and his Crew of Founders 
and Tinkers coin on till there is not an old Kettle 
left in the Kingdom: Let them coin old Leather, 
Tobacce-pipe Clay, or the Dirt in the Streets, 
and call their Trumpery by what Name they 


pleaſe from a Guinea to a Farthing ; we are not 


under any Concern to know how he and his 
Tribe or Accomplices think fit to employ them- 
ſelves. But I hope, and truſt, that we are all to 


a Man fully determined to have nothing to do | 


with him or his Ware. 
| Tur King has given him a Patent to coin 
Half- pence, but hath not obliged us to take 


them: And I have already ſhewn in my Letter 
io the Shop-heepers, &c. that the Law hath not 


left it in the Power of the Prerogative to compel 
the Subject to take any Money, beſide Gold and 
Silver, of the Right Sterling and Standard. 

Nod further propoſes, (if I underſtand him 
right, for his Expreſſions are dubious) that he 
will not coin above Forty Thouſand Pounds unleſs 
Tux ExX1GENCES OF TRADE REQUIRE ir: 
Firſt, I obſerve, that this Sum of Forty Thouſand 


Pounds is almoſt double to what I proved to be 


ſufficient for the whole Kingdom, although we 
had not one of our old Half-pence left. Again, 
I aſk, Who is to be Judge when the Exil EN CES 


he 
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be means himſelf; for as to us of this poor King- 


dom, who muſt be utterly ruined if his Project 


ſhould ſucceed, we were never - Once conſulted 
till the Matter was over ; and he will judge of 
our ExXIGENCES by his own : Neither will theſe 
be ever at an End, till he and his Accomplices 


will think they have enough : And it now ap- 
| pears that he will not be content with all our 


Gold and Silver, but intends to buy up our Goods 
and Manufactures with the ſame Coin. 
I sHALL not enter into Examination of the 


Prices for which he now propoſes to ſell his Half- 


pence, or what he calls his Copper, by the Pound; 
I have faid enough of it in my former Letter, and 


it hath likewiſe been conſidered by others. It is 


certain, that by his own firſt Computation, we 
were to pay Three Shillings for what was intrin- 
fically worth but One, although it had been of 
the true Weight and Standard for which he pre- 


tended to have contracted; but there is ſo great 


a Difference both in Weight and Badneſs in ſe- 
veral of his Coins, that ſome of them have been 
Nine in Ten below the intrinſic Value, and moſt 
of them Six or Seven, 

H is laſt Propoſal being of a peculiar Strain and 
Nature, deſerves to be very particularly conſider- 


ed, both on Account of the Matter and the Style. 
It is as follows, 
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Laftly, In Confideration of the direful Appre- 
benſions which prevail in Ireland, that Mr. Wood 
zwill by ſuch Coinage drain them of their Gold and 
Silver; he propoſes to take their M anufactures in 
Exchange ; ; and that no Perſon be OBLiGtd to 


receive more than Five pence Half. penny at one 
Payment. 


FissT, Obſerve this little impudent Hard- 
ware- Man turning into ridicule the Direful Ap. 
prebenſions of a whole Kingdom, priding himſelf 
as the Cauſe of them, and daring to preſcribe 
what no King of England ever attempted, how 
far a whole Nation ſhall be oblidged to take his 


Braſs Coin. And he has Reaſon to inſult ; for 


ſure there was never an Example in Hiftory, of 
a great Kingdom kept in Awe for above a Year, 
in daily Dread of utter Deſtruction; not by a 
powerful Invader at the Head of Twenty thou- 
ſand Men; not by a Plague or a Famine ; not 
by a tyrannical Prince (for we never had one 
more Gracious) or a corrupt Adminiſtration ; 


but by one ſingle, diminutive, inſignificant Me- 
cChanick. 


Bur to go on: To remove our DI REUr 
APPREHENSIONS that he will drain us of our 
Gold and Silver by his Coinage, this little Arbi- 
trary Meock-Monarch moſt graciouſly offers to 
take our Manufactures in E xchange. Are our 
trip Underſtandings indeed ſo low in his Opi- 

nion? 


nion? Is not this the very Miſery we complain 
of? That his curſed Project will put us under 
the Neceſſity of ſelling our Goods for what is 


equal to Nothing, How would ſuch a Propoſal 


found from France or Spain, or any other Coun- 
try with which we traffick, if they ſhould offer 
to deal with us only upon this Condition, that 
we ſhould take their Money at Ten times higher 
than the intrinſic Value? Does Mr. ood 
think, for Inſtance, that we will ſell him a 
Stone of Wool for a Parcel of his Counters not 
worth S:x-pence, when we can ſend it to England 
and receive as many Shil'ings in Gold and Silver? 
Surely there was never heard ſuch a Compound of 
Impudence, Villainy, and Folly, 

H1s Propoſals conclude with perfect Fligh- 
Treaſen. He promiſes, that no Perſon ſhall be 
OBL1DGED to receive more than Five-pence 
Half-penny of his Coin in one Payment : By 
which it is plain, that he pretends to OBLIDGE 
every Subject in this Kingdom to take fo much 


in every Payment, if it be offered: Whereas his 
Patent Oblidges no Man; nor can the Preroga- 


tive, by Law, claim ſuch a Power ; as I have 
often obſerved : So that here Mr. Weod takes 
upon him the Entire Legiſlature, and an abſolute 
Dominion over the Properties of the whole 
Nation, 
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 Goop Gop! Who are this Wretch's Advi- 
ſers ? Who are his Supporters, Abettors, En- 
courngers, or Sharers ? Mr. Wood will OBLiDGs 
me to take Five-pence Half-penny of his Braſs 
in every Payment. And I will ſhoot Mr. Hood 
and his Deputies through the Head, like High- 
waymen or Houſe-breakers, if they dare to force 
one Farthing of their Coin on me in the Payment 
of an hundred Pounds. It is no Loſs of Honour 
to ſubmit to the Lion: But who, with the Fi- 
gure of a Man, can think with Patience of being 
devoured alive by a Rat? He has laid a Tax 
upon the People of Ireland of ſeventeen Shillings 
at leaſt in the Pound: A Tax, I fay, not only 
upon Lands, but Intereſt-Money, Goods, Ma- 
nufactures, the Hire of Handicraftſmen, Labqur- 
ers and Servants. Shop-keepers, look to your- 
Jelves. Hood will oblidge and force you to take 
Five-pence Half-penny of his Traſh in every 
Payment; and many of you receive Twenty, 
Thirty, Forty Payments in one Day; or elſe 
you can hardly find Bread: And pray conſider, 
how much that will amount to in a Year: 
Twenty times Five-pence Half. penny is Nine 
Shillings and Two-pence; which is above an 
Hundred and Sixty Pounds a Year : Whereby 
vou will be Loſers of at leaſt One Hundred and 
Forty Pounds by taking your Payments in his 


Money. If any of you de content to deal with 


Mr. 


LETTEREE I 31 


Mr. Wed on ſuch Conditions, they may: But 


for my own particular: Let his Money periſb 
with him. If the famous Mr. Hambden rather 


| Choſe to go to Priſon, than pay a few Shillings 


to King Charles T. without Authority of Par- 
liament ; I will rather chuſe to be Hanged, than 


have all my Subſtance taxed at ſeventeen Shillings 


in the Pound, at the Arbitrary Will and Pleaſure 


of the venerable Mr. Hd. 


Tax Paragraph concludes thus. N. B. (that is 
to ſay Nota Bene, or Mark well) No Evidence 
appeared from Ireland or elſewhere, to prove the 


Miſchiefs complained V, or any Abuſes what- 


ſoever committed in the Execution of * faid 
Grant. 


The Impudence of this Remark exceeds all 
that went before. Furſt, the Houſe of Commons 
in Ireland; which repreſents the whole People of 
the Kingdom : And, Secondly, the Privy Council 
Addrefſed His Majeſty againft theſe Half-pence. 


What could be done more to expreſs the univerſal 
Senſe of the Nation? If his Copper were Dia- 
monds, and the Kingdom were entirely againſt 


it; would not That be ſufficient to reject it? 
Muſt a Committee of the whole Houſe of Com- 


mons, and our whole Privy Council go over to | 
Argue Pro and Con with Mr. Food? To what 


End did the King give his Patent for Coining 
Half-pence i in Ireland? Was it not, becauſe it 
C4 was 
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was repreſented to His Sacred Majeſty, that ſuch 
a Coinage would be of Advantage to the Good 
of this Kingdom, and of all His Subjects here? 
It is to the Patentee's Peril if his Repreſentation 
be falſe ; and the Execution of his Patent be 
Fraudulent and Corrupt. Is he ſo Wicked and 
Fooliſh to think that his Patent was given him 
to Ruin a Million and a Half of People, that he 
might be a Gainer of Three or Fourſcore Thou- 
ſand Pounds to himſelf? Before he was at the 
Charge of paſling a Patent; much more of 
Raking up ſo much Filthy Droſs, and Stamping 
it with His Majeſty's Image and Superſcription ; 
ſhquld he not firſt in common Senſe, in common 
Equity, and common Manners, have conſulted 
the principal Party concerned ; that is to fay, 
the People of the Kingdom, the Houſe of Lords 
or Commons, or the Privy Council? If any 
Foreigner ſhould aſk us, Whoſe Image and Super- 
ſcription there is on Mod's Coin? We ſhould be 
aſhamed to tell him it was Cz/ar's. In that 
great Want of Copper Half-pence, which he al- 
ledges we were, Our City ſet up our Cz/ar's 
Statue in excellent Copper, at an Expence that 
is equal in Value to Thirty Thouſand Pounds of 
his Coin: And we will not receive his Inage in 
worſe Metal, 3 
IonszR vH many of our People putting a Me- 
lancholy Caſe on this Subject. It is true, fay 
| 1 they, 
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they, we are all undone if Mod's Halſ- pence 
muſt paſs; but what ſhall we do, if His Ma- 
jeſty puts out a Proclamation commanding us to 
take them? This hath been often dinned in my 
Ears. But, I deſire my Countrymen to be aſ- 
ſured that there is nothing in it. The King ne- 
ver iſſues out a Proclamation but to enjoin what 
the Law permits him. He will not iſſue out a 
Proclamation againſt Lato: Or if ſuch a Thing 
ſhould happen by a Miſtake, we are no more 
oblidged to obey it, than to run our Heads into the 
Fire. Beſides, His Majeſty will never command 
us by a Proclamation, what he does not offer to 
command us in the Patent itſelf, There he leaves 
it to our Diſcretion ; ſo that our Deſtruction 
muſt be intirely owing to ourſelves. Therefore, 
let no Man be afraid of a Proclamation, which 
will never be granted ; and if it ſhould, yet upon 
this Occaſion, will be of no Force. The King's 
Revenues here, are near Four Hundred Thoufand 
Pounds a Year, Can you think his Minifters 
will adviſe him to take them in Mood's Brafs, 
which will reduce the Value to Fifty Thouſand 
Pounds. England gets a Million „erl. by this 
Nation ; which, if this Proje& goes on, will be 
almoſt reduced to nothing : And do you think 
thoſe who live in England upon Jriſb Eſtates, 
will be content to take an Eighth or a Tenth 
Part, by being paid in Yood's Drots, 

Bred e | Ir 
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Ir od and his Confederates, were nat con- 
vinced of our Stupidity, they never would have 
attempted fo audacious an Enterprize. He now 
ſees a Spirit hath been raiſed againſt him, and he 
only watches till it begins to flag ; he goes about 


watching when to devour us. He hopes we ſhall 


be weary of contending with him ; and at laſt 


out of Ignorance, or Fear, or of being perfectly 
tired with Oppoſition, we ſhall be forced to yield. 


And, therefore, I confeſs, it is my chief Endea- 
vour to keep up your Spirits and Reſentments, 


If I tell you there is a Precipice under you, and 


that if you go forwards, you will certainly break 
your Necks : If I point to it before your Eyes, 
muſt I be at the Trouble of repeating it every 
Morning ? Are our People's Hearts waxed 


groſs? Are their Ears dull of Hearing, and 


have they cloſed their Eyes ? I fear there are ſome 
Tew Vipers among us, who, for Ten or Twenty 
Pounds Gain, would ſell their Souls and their 
Country ; although at laſt, it would end in their 
own Ruin as well as ours. Be not like the deaf 


Adder, who refuſes to hear the Voice of the 


harmer, charm he never ſo wiſely. 

ALTHOUGH my Letter be directed to you, 
Mr. Harding, yet I intend it for all my Country- 
men, I have no Intereſt in this Affair, but what 


is common to the Publick : I can live better than 


many others: I have ſome Gold and Silver by 
--"" 
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me, and a Shop well furniſhed ; and ſhall be able 
to make a Shift, when many of my Betters are 
ſtarving. But I am grieved to ſee the Coldneſs 
and Indifference of many People with whom I 
diſcourſe. Some are afraid of a Proclamation ; 


others ſhrug up their Shoulders, and cry, What 


would you have us todo? Some give out, there 
is no Danger at all : Others are comforted that 
it will be a common Calamity, and they ſhall 
fare no worſe than their Neighbours. Will a 
Man, who hears Midnight-Robbers at his Door, 
get out of Bed, and raiſe his Family for a com- 
mon Defence ? And ſhall a whole Kingdom lie 


in a Lethargy, while Mr, Vood comes at the Head 
of his Confederates to rob them of all they have, 


to ruin us and our Poſterity for ever? If an 
Highwayman meets you on the Road, you give 
him your Money to fave your Life ; but, God be 


thanked, Mr. Mood cannot touch a Hair of your 
Heads. You have all the Laws of God and 


Man on your Side. When he, or his Accom- 


plices, offer you his Droſs, it is but ſay ing Ne, 


and you are fafe. If a mad Man ſhould come to 
my Shop with a Handful of Dirt raked out of the 
Channel, and offer it in Payment for Ten Yards 
of Stuff, I would pity or laugh at him; or, if 
his Behaviour deſerved it, kick him out of my 


Doors. And, if Mr. Mood comes to demand any 


Gold and Silver, or Commodities for which I 
C 6 have 
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have paid my Gold and Silver, in Exchange ſor his 
Trafh, can he deſerve or expect better Treatment? 
WHEN the evil Day is come, (if it muſtcome) 
let us mark and obſerve thoſe who preſume to 
offer theſe Half-pence in Payment. Let their 
Names and Trades, and Places of Abode, be 
made publick, that every one may be aware of 
them, as Betrayers of their Country, and Con- 
federates with Mr. Wood. Let them be watched 
at Markets and Fairs. And let the firſt honeſt 
Diſcoverer give the Word about, that Mood's 
Half-pence have been offered ; and caution the 
poor innocent People not to receive them. 
PzrHaAPSs J have been too tedious ; but there 
would never be an End, if I attempt to ſay all that 
this melancholy Subject will bear. I will conclude 
with humbly offering one Propoſal ; which if it 
_ were put in Practice, would blow up this deſtruc- 
tive Project at once. Let ſome ſkilful judicious 
Pen draw up an ADVERTISEMENT to the fol- 
| lowing Purpoſe. That, 
Whereas one William Wood, Hard-ware-man, 
now or lately ſojourning in the City of London, 
hath, by many Miſrepreſentations, procured a Pa- 
tent for coining an Hundred and Eight Thouſand 
Pounds in Copper Half-pence for this Kingdom; 
which is a Sum five Times greater than our Occa- 
ſions require, And whereas it is notorious, that 
the ſaid Wood hath coined his Half pence of 2 
baſe 


„„ FF Je” 


baſe Metal, and falſe Weight, that they are, at 
lea, fix Parts in ſeven below the real Value, 
And, whereas we have Reaſon to apprehend, that 
the ſaid Wood may, at any Time hereafter, clan- 
deſtinely coin as many more Half pence as he pleaſes- 
And, whereas the ſaid Patent neither doth, nor 
can oblidge his Majeſty's Subjects, to receive the 
ſaid Half-pence in any Payment, but leaves it to 
their voluntary Choice ; becauſe, by Law the Sub- 
ject cannot be oblidged to take any Money, except 
Gold or Silver. And, whereas, contrary to the 
Letter and Meaning of the ſaid Patent, the ſaid 
Wood hath declared, that every Perſon ſhall be 
oblidged e take Frve-pence Half-penny of his Coin 
in every Payment, And, whereas the Houſe of 
Commons, and Privy-Council, have ſeverally ad- 


_ dreſſed his moſt Sacred Majeſty, repreſenting the 


1 Conſequences which the ſaid Coinage may have 
upon this Kingdom. And laſtiy, whereas it is 
univerſally agreed, that the whale Nation, to a 
Man, (except Mr. Wood and his Confederates) 
are in the utmoſt Apprebenſions of the ruinous Con- 


ſequences, that muſt follow from the ſaid Coinage, 


Therefore we, whoſe Names are underwritten, be- 
ing Perſons of conſiderable Eftates in this King- 


dom, and Reſfiders therein, do unanimouſly reſolve, 


and declare, that we will never recerve one Far- 
thing, or Half-penny of the ſaid Wood's coin- 
ing; and that wwe will direct all our Tenants to 


refuſe 
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refuſe the ſaid Coin from any Perſon whatſoever ; 
of which, that they may not be ignorant, we have 


ſent them a Copy of this Advertiſement, to be 


read to them by our Stewards, Receivers, &c. 

I couLD wiſh, that a Paper of this Nature 
might be drawn up, and ſigned by two or three 
Hundred principal Gentlemen of this Kingdom ; 
and printed Copies thereof ſent to their ſeveral 
Tenants : I am deceived, if any Thing could 
ſooner defeat this execrable Deſign of Mood and 
his Accomplices : This would immediately give 
the Alarm, and ſet the Kingdom on their Guard: 
This would give Courage to the meaneſt Tenant 
and Cottager. Hou long, O Lord, righteous and 
Ira — | 

I uus tell you in particular, Mr. Harding, 


that you are much to blame. Several Hundred 


Perſons have enquired at your Houſe, for my Let- 
ter to the Shop-keepers, &c. and you had none to 
ſell them. Pray keep yourſelf provided with that 
Letter, and with this ; you have got very well by 
the former ; but I did not then write for your 
Sake, any more than I do now. Pray advertiſe 


both in every News-Paper ; and let it not be 


your Fault or mine, if our Countrymen will not 
take Warning. I deſire you likewiſez to fell 
them as cheap as you can. 


e J am your Servant, 
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Some Obſervations upon a Paper, cal- 
led, the Report of the Committee of 


the moſt Honourable the Priuy Coun- 


cil in England, relating to Wood's 
Half-pence. 

| To the Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom of 
IRELAND. 


8 AVIN G already written two Let- 
ers to People of my own Level and 


E Condition: And having now very 


'F thought I could not more properly Addreſs it, 


than to your Lordſbips and IYorſhips, 
Tux Occaſion is this. A printed Paper was 
ſent to me on the 18th Inſtant, entituled, Re- 
port of the Committee of the Lords of his Ma- 
| jefly's moſt honourable Privy Council in England, 
relating to Mr, Wood's Half-pence and Farthings, 


There is no Mention made where the Paper was | 


printed; 
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printed; but I ſuppoſe it to have been in Dublin: 
And I have been told, that the Copy did not 
come over in the Gazette, but in the London 
Journal, or ſome other Print of no Authority 


or Conſequence: And for any Thing that legally 


appears to the contrary, it may be a Contrivance 
to Fright us; or a Project of ſome Printer, who 

hath a Mind to make a Penny by publiſhing 
| ſomething upon a Subject, which now employs 


all our Thoughts in this Kingdom. Mr. T 


in publiſhing this Paper would inſinuate to the 
World, as if the Committee had a greater Con- 
cern for his Credit and private Emolument, than 


for the Honour of the Privy Council and both 


Houſes of Parliament here, and for the Quiet 


and Welfare of this whole Kingdom: For it 


ſeems intended as a Vindication of Mr. Vood; 
not without ſeveral ſevere Refleftions on the 
Houſes of Lords and Commons of Ireland. 

Tue whole is indeed written with the Turn 
and Air of a Pamphlet; as if it were a Diſpute 


between William IM vod on the one Part; and the 
Lords Fuſtices, Privy Council, and Both Flouſes 


of Parliament on the other: The Deſign of it 
being to clear William Mood, and to charge the 
other Side with caſting Raſh and Groundleſs Aſ- 
perſions upon him. 


Bur if it be really what the Title imports; 
Mr, Wood hath treated the Committee with great 


RKRudeneſs, 
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Rudeneſs, by publiſhing an Act of theirs in ſo 
unbecoming a Manner, without their Leave, ana 
before it was communicated to the Government 4 
and Privy-Council of Ireland; to whom the | 
| Committee adviſed that it ſhould be tranſmitted, 
But, with all Deſerence be it ſpoken, I do not | 

i 


conceive that a Report of a Committee of the 
Council in England, is hitherto a Law in either 
Kingdom; and until any Point is determined to 
be a Law, it remains diſputable by every Sub- 
 Tar1s (may it pleaſe your Lordfbips and 
 Warſhips) may ſeem a ſtrange Way of diſcourſing 
in an illiterate Shop-keeper. I have endeavoured " 
(although without the Help of Books) to improve * 
that ſmall Portion of Reaſon, which God hath — 
pleaſed to give me; and when Reaſon plainly ap- 
pears before me, I cannot turn away my Head 
from it. Thus, for Inſtance; if any Lawyer 
ſhould tell me that ſuch a Point were Law, 
from which many groſs, palpable Abſurdities 
muſt follow; I would not, I could not believe 
him. If Sir Edward Coke ſhould poſitively 
aſſert, (which he no where does, but the direct 4 
contrary) that a limited Prince could, by his 1 
Prerogative, oblidge his Subjects to take half an 
Ounce of Lead, ſtamped with his Image, for 
Twenty Shillings in Gold, I ſhould ſwear he 
was deceived, or a Deceiver; becauſe a Power 
| like 
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like that, would leave the whole Lives and For- 
tunes of the People, entirely at the Mercy of the 
Monarch: Yet this, in Effect, is what Hood 
hath advanced in ſome of his Papers; and what 
ſuſpicious People may poſſibly apprehend from 
ſome Paſſages in that which is called the Report. 

THAT Paper mentions ſuch Per ſens to have 
been examined, who were deſirous and willing to 
be heard upon this Subject. I am told, they were 
four in all, Coleby, B—, Mr. Finley the Banker, 
and one more, whoſe Name I know not. The 
firſt of theſe was tried for robbing the Treafury 
in Ireland, and although he was acquitted for 
want of legal Proof, yet every Perſon in the 
Court believed him to be guilty. 

Bur, ſince I have gone fo far as to mention 
particular Perſons; it may be ſome Satisfaction 
to know who is this Food himſelf, that has the 
Honour to have a whole Kingdom at his Mercy, 
for almoſt two Years together. I find he is, in 
the Patent, entitled, E/q; although he were 
underſtood to be only a Hard-ware-Man ; and 
ſo I have been bold to call him in my former 
Letters: However, a Squire he is, not only by 
Virtue of his Patent, but by having been a 


Collector in Shroꝑſbire; where pretending to 


have been robbed, and fuing the County, he 
was caſt, and for the Infamy of the Fact, loſt 
his Employment. 
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I AVE heard another Story of this Squire 
Mood, from a very honourable Lady, that one 
Hamilton told her. Hamilton was ſent for, fix 
Years ago, by Sir [ſaac Newton, to try the 
Coinage of four Men, who then ſollicited a Pa- 
tent for coining Half-pence for Ireland; their 
Names were Wood, Coftor, Ellifton, and Parker. 
Parker made the faireſt Offer, and Food the 
worſt ; for his Coin were three Half-pence in a 


Pound Weight lefs Value than the other. By 


which it is plain with what Intentions he ſollici- 


ted this Patent; but not ſo plain how he obtain- 
_ ' | 


Ir is alledged, in the faid Paper called the 


Report, that upon repeated Orders from a Secre- 
tary of State, for ſending over ſuch Papers and 


Witneſſes, as ſhould be thought proper to ſup- 
port the Objections made againſt the Patent, 
(by both Houſes of Parliament ;) the Lord Lieu- 
tenant repreſented, the great Difficulty he found 
himſelf in, to comply with theſe Orders. That 
none of the principal Members of both Flouſes, 


who were in the King's Service, or Council, 


would take upon them to adviſe how any material 


Perſon, or Papers, might be ſent over on this Oe- 
caſion, &c. And this is often repeated, and re- 


Preſented as a Proceeding that ſeems very extra- 
ordinary; and that in a Matter which had rai- 


fed ſo great a CLAMOUR in Ireland, no one Per- 
| fn 
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fon could be prevailed upan to come over from 


Ireland, in Support of the united Senſe of bath 
Houſes of Parliament in Ireland; eſpecially, that 
the chicf Difficulty ſhould ariſe from a general 
Apprehenſion of a Miſcarriage, in an Enquiry 
before his Mijefty, or in a Proceeding by due 
Courſe of Law, in a Caſe where both Houſes 


of Parliament had declared themſelves ſo fully 


convinced, and ſatisfied upon Evidence, and Ex- 
aminations taken in the moſt ſolemn Manner. 


How ſhall I, a poor ignorant Shop keeper, 


utterly unſkilled in Law, be able to anſwer fo 
weighty an Objection? I will try what can be 


done by plain Reaſon, unaſſiſted by Art, Cun- 


ning, or Eloquence. | 
In my humble Opinion, the Committee of 
Council hath already prejudged the whole Caſe» 


by calling the united Senſe of both Houſes of 


Parliament in Ireland, an univErSAL CLa- 
MouR, Here the Addreſſes of the Lords and 
Commons of Ireland, againſt a ruinous deſtruc- 
tive Project of an obſcure, ſingle Undertaker, is 
called a Clamour. I deſire to know how ſuch a 
Style would be reſented in England, from a 
Committee of Council there to a Parliament; 
and how many Impeachments would follow upon 
it. But, ſuppoſing the Appellation to be proper, 
I never heard of a wiſe Miniſter who deſpiſed the 
wniverſal Clamour of a People; and if that 

Clamour 
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Clamour can be quieted, by diſappointing the 
fraudulent Practice of a ſingle Perſon, the Pur- 
chaſe is not exorbitant, 

Bur, in Anſwer to this Objection. Fir, 
it is manifeſt, that if this Coinage had been in 


Ireland, with ſuch Limitations as have been for- 


merly ſpecified in other Patents, and granted to 


Perſons, of this Kingdom, or even of England, 


able to give ſufficient Security; few or no Inc on- 


veniencies could have happened, which might | 


Not have been immediately remedied. As to 
Mr. Knox's Patent, mentioned in the Repart, 


Security was given into the Exchequer, that the 


Patentee ſhould, upon all Demands, be obliged 


to receive his Half-pence back, and pay Gold or 


Silver in Exchange for them. And Mr. Moor 
(to whom, I ſuppoſe, that Patent was made 
over) was, in 1594, forced to leave off Coining 
before the End of that Year, by the great Crouds 


of People continually offering to return his Coin- 


age upon him. In 1698, he coined again, and 
was forced to give over for the fame Reaſon. 
This entirely alters the Caſe; for there is no 
ſuch Condition in //ood's Patent; which Condi- 
tion was worth a hundred Times * other Li- 
mitations whatſoever. 


Por the Caſe, that the two Houſes of Lords 


and Commons of England, and the Privy Coun- 
cil there, ſhould addreſs his Majeſty to recall a 
Patent, 
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Patent, from whence they apprehend the moſt 
ruinous Conſequences to the whole Kingdom: 
And to make it ſtronger, if poſſible, that the 
whole Nation, almoſt to a Man, ſhould there- 
upon diſco''2r the moſt diſmal Apprehenſions ; (as 
Mr. Wood ſtiles them) would his Majeſty debate 
half an Hour what he had to do? Would any 
Miniſter dare adviſe him againſt recalling ſuch a 
Patent? Or would the Matter be referred to 
the Privy Council, or to Meſtminſter-Hall; the 
two Houles of Parliament, Plaintiffs, and Wil- 
liam I bod Defendant? And is there even the 
ſmalleſt Difference between the two Caſes? 
WERE not the People of Ireland born as free 
as thoſe of England; How have they forfeited 
their Freedom? Is not their Parliament as fair 
a Repreſentative of the People, as that of Eng- 
land? And hath not their Privy Council as 
great, or a greater Share in the Adminiſtration 
of publick Affairs? Are they not Subjects of 


the ſame King? Does not the ſame Sun ſhine 


over them? And have they not the fame God 
for their Protector? Am I a Freeman in Eng- 
land, and do I become a Slave in fix Hours, by 
crofling the Channel? No Wonder then, if the 


boldeft Perſons were cautious to interpoſe in a 


Matter already determined by the whole Voice 
of the Nation ; or to preſume to repreſent the 


| Repreſentatives of the Kingdom; and were juſt- 


ly 
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ly apprehenſive of meeting ſuch a Treatment as 
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they would deſerve, at the next Seſſion. It 
would ſeem very extraordinary, if an inferior 


Court in England ſhould take a Matter out of 


the Hands of the high Court of Parliament, du- 


ring a Prorogation, and decide it againſt the 
Opinion of both Houſes. 


I'r happens, however, that, although no Per- 


ſons were ſo bold, as to go over as Evidences, 


to prove the Truth of the Objections made 
againſt this Patent by the High Court of Parli- 
ament here; yet theſe Objections ſtand good, 


notwithſtanding the Anſwers made by Word and 


his Council. 
THE Report ſays, that upon an 72 made 


of the Fineneſs, Weight, and Value of this Cop- 


per, it exceeded in every Article, This is poſſible 


enough, in the Pieces upon which the A//ay was 


made; but Mood muſt have failed very much in 
Point of Dexterity, if he had not taken Care to 
provide a ſufficient Quantity of ſuch Half-pence 


as would bear the Trial; which he was well 


able to do, although they were taken out of ſe- 
veral Parcels : Since it is now plain, that the 
Biaſs of Favour hath been wholly on his Side. 
Bu T what need is there of diſputing, when 
we have a poſitive Demonſtration of Mood's frau- 
dulent Practices in this Point. I have ſeen a 


large Quantity o theſe ä weighed by a 


very 
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very ſkilful Perſon, which were of four different 
Kinds, three of them conſiderably under Weight. 
| I have now before me, an exact Computation 
of the Difference of Weight between theſe four 

'Sorts; by which it appears, that the fourth Sort, 
or the lighteſt, differs from the firſt to a Degree; 
that, in the Coinage of Three hundred and ſixty 
Tuns of Copper, the Patentee will be a Gainer, 
only by that Difference, of Twenty four thou- 
fand four hundred and nincty four Pounds ; and, 
in the whole, the Publick will be a Loſer of 
Eighty Two Thouſand One Hundred and Sixty 
Eight Pounds, Sixteen Shillings, even ſuppoſing 
the Metal, in Point of Goodneſs, to anſwer 
Mod's Contract, and the Aſay that hath been 


made ; which it infallibly doth not. For, this 


Point hath likewiſe been enquired into by very 
experienced Men ; who, upon ſeveral Trials on 
many of theſe Half-pence, have found them to 
be at leaſt one fourth Part below the real Value 
(not including the Raps or C ounterfeits that he 
or his Accomplices have already made of his own 
Coin, and ſcattered about:) Now the Coinage 
of Three Hundred and Sixty Tun of Copper 
coined by the Weight of the Fourth, or lighteſt 
Sort of his Half-pence, will amount to One 
hundred twenty two thouſand four hundredeighty 


eight Pounds, ſixteen Shillings; and if we ſub- 


ſtract a fourth Part of the real Value by the 
= Baſe 
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Baſe Mixture in the Metal, we muſt add to the 
publick Loſs one fourth Part, to be ſubſtracted 
from the intrinſick Value of the Copper; which 
in three hundred and ſixty Tuns, amounts to 
ten thouſand and eighty Pounds; and this added 


to the former Sum of eighty two thouſand one 


hundred fixty eight Pounds, ſixteen Shillings, 
will make in all, ninety two thouſand two hun- 
dred forty eight Pounds Loſs to the Publick g 
beſides the Raps or Counterfe:ts that he may at 
any Time hereafter think fit to coin: Nor do 1 
know whether he reckons the Dr oss excluſive 
or incluſive with his three hundred and ſixty 


Tun of Copper; which, however, will make 4 


conſiderable Difference in the Account. 
Lou will here pleaſe to obſerve, that the Pro- 
fit allowed to Mood by the Patent, is Twelve- 
pence out of every Pound of Copper, valued at 
15. 6d. whereas 5 d. only is allowed for Coinage 
of a Pound-Weight for the Engl; Half-pence ; 
and this Difference is almoſt 25 per Cent. which 
is double to the higheſt Exchange of Money, 
even under all the additional Preſſures, and Ob- 
ſtructions to Trade, that this unhappy King- 
dom lies at preſent. This one Circumſtance in 
the Coinage of three hundred and ſixty Tun of 
Copper, makes a Difference of twenty ſeven 


* ſeven — and twenty Pounds be- 
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tween Engliſh and Triſh Half-pence, even allow- 


ing thoſe of Mood to be all of the heavieſt Sort. 
I T is likewiſe to be conſidered, that for eve- 

ry Half-penny in a Pound Weight, exceeding 

the Number directed by the Patent, Mood will 


be a Gainer in the Coinage of three hundred and 


ſixty Tun of Copper, ſixteen hundred and eigh- 
ty Pounds Profit more than the Patent allows 
him ; out of which he may afford tc make his 
Compirollers E As Y upon that Article, 

As to what is alledged, that theſe Half-pence 
far exceed the like Comnage for Ireland in the 
"Reigns of his Majeſty's Predeceſſors : There can- 
not well be a more exceptionable Way of arguing, 


although the Fact were true; which, however, 


is altogether miſtaken; not by any Fault in the 
Committee, but by the Fraud and Impoſition of 
Mood, who certainly produced the worſt Patterns 
he could find; ſuch as were coincd in ſmall Num- 
bers by Permiſſions to private Men, as Butchers 
Half-pence, Black Dogs, and the like; or, per- 
haps, the ſmall St. Patric#'s Coin which paſſeth 
now for a Farthing; or at beſt, ſome of the 


ſmalleſt Raps of the lateſt Kind, For I have 


now by me ſome Half-pence coined in the Year 
1680, by Virtue of the Patent granted to my 
Lord Dartmouth, which was renewed to Knox; 
and they are heavier by a ninth Part than thoſe 
of Wood; and in much better Metal : And the 

great 
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great St. hordes — is yet larger than 
Either, 


Bur what is all this to the preſent Debate? 
If, under the various Exigences of former 
Times, by Wars, Rebellions, and Inſurrections, 
the Kings of England were ſometimes forced to 
pay their Armies here with mixt or baſe Money; 


God forbid that the Neceffities of turbulent 


Times ſhould be a Precedent for Times of Peace, 
and Order, and Settlement. 

Ix the Patent above-mentioned, granted to 
Lord Dartmouth, in the Reign of King Charles 


II. and renewed to Knox, the Securities given | 


into the Exchequer, oblidging the Patentee to re- 


ceive his Money back upon every Demand, were 


an effectual Remedy againſt all Inconveniences : 
And the Copper was coined in our own Kingdom; 
ſo that we were in no Danger to purchaſe it with 
the Loſs of all our Silver and Gold carried over 
to another; nor be at the Trouble of going to 
England for the redreſſing of any Abuſe. 
THAT the Kings of England have exerciſed 


their Prerogative of coining Copper for Ireland 


and for England, is not the preſent Queſtion: 
But (to ſpeak in the Style of the Report) it 

would ſeem à little extraordinary, ſuppoſing a 
King ſhould think fit to exerciſe his Prerogative 
by coining Copper in Ireland, to be current in 
England, without referring it to his Officers in 
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that Kingdom, to be informed whether the 
Grant were reaſonable, and whether the People 
deſired it or no, and without Regard to the Ad- 


dreſſes of his Parliament againſt it. God forbid 


that ſo mean a Man as I ſhould meddle with the 
King's Prerogative : But I have heard very wiſe 
Men ſay, that the King's Prerogative is bounded 
and limited by the Good and Welfare of his 
People. I deſire to know, whether it be not 
underſtood and avowed, that the Good of [re- 
land was intended by this Patent. But Ireland 
is not conſulted at all in the Matter; and as ſoon 
as Ireland is informed of it, they declare againſt 
it; the two Houſes of Parliament and the Privy 


Council addreſs his Majeſty upon the Miſchiefs 


apprehended by ſuch a Patent. The Privy 


Council in England take the Matter out of the 


PARLIAMENT's Cognizance: The Good of 


the Kingdom is dropt; and it is now deter- 


mined, that Mr. Mood ſhall have the Power of 
Ruining a whole Nation, for his private Advan- 
tage. | 

I NEVER can ſuppoſe, that ſuch Patents as 
theſe were originally granted with the View of 
being a Jo B for the Intereſt of a particular 
Perſon, to the Damage of the Publick : What- 
ever Profit muſt ariſe to the Patentee, was ſurely 
meant at beſt but as a ſecondary Motive; and 
ſince ſomebody muſt be a Gainer, the Choice of 


the 
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the Perſon was made either by Favour, or 


SOMETHING ELSE, or by the Pretence of 


Merit and Honeſty : This Argument returns fo 


often and ſtrongly into my Head, that I cannot 


forbear frequently repeating it. Surely his Ma- 
jeſty, when he conſented to the paſſing of this 
Patent, Concerved he was doing an Act of (rac? 
to His Moſt Loyal Subjects of Jreland, without 


any Regard to Mr, Mood, farther than as an In- 
ftrument: But the People of Ireland think this 
Patent (intended No Doug for their Good) 
to be a moſt intolerable Grievance; and there- 


fore Mr. Nod can never ſucceed, without an 


open Avowal that his Profit is preferred, not 
only before the Intergſts, but the very Safety 
and Being of a great Kingdom; and a King- 


dom diſtinguiſhed for its Loyalty, perhaps above 


all others upon Earth: Not turned from its 


Duty by the Furiſdif#ion of the Houſe of Lords 


aboliſhed at a Stroke; by the Hardſhips of the Aa 


of Navigation newly enforced; by all poſſible 


Oßſtructions in Trade; and by a hundred other 


Inſtances, enough to fill this Paper: Nor was 
there ever among US the leaft Attempt towards 


an Inſurrection in Favour of the PRETENDER. 
Therefore whatever Juſtice a FREE PeorLE 


can claim, we have at leaſt an Equal Title to it 


with our Brethren in England ; and whatever 
Grace a good Prince can beſtow on the moſt 
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Loyal Subjects, we have Reaſon to expect it: 
Neither has this Kingdom any way deſerved to 
de ſacrificed to one Single, Rapacious, Obſcure, 
| Jgnominious PROJECTOR. 

AMONG other Clauſes mentioned in this Pa- 
tent, to ſhew how Advantageous it is to Treland, 
there is one which ſeems to be of a Singular Na- 
ture : That the Patentee ſhall be oblidged during 
his Term, to pay eight hundred Pounds a Year te 
the Crown, and two hundred Pounds a Year to 
the Comptroller, I have heard indeed that the 
King's Council do always confider, in the paſſing 
of a Patent, whether it will be of Advantage to 
the Crown; but I have likewiſe heacd, that it is 
at the ſame Time conſidered, whether paſſing of 
it may be injurious to any other Perſons or Bo- 
dies Politick : However, although the Attorney 
and Solicitor be Servants to the King, and there- 
fore bound to conſult his Majeſty's Intereſt ; yet 
am under ſome Doubt, whether eight hundred 
Pounds a Year to the Crown would be equiva- 
lent to the Ruin of a Kingdom: It would be far 
better for us to have paid eight thouſand Pounds 
a Year into his Majeſty's Coffers, in the midit 
of all our Taxes (which, in Proportion, are 
greater in this Kingdom than ever they were in 
England, even during the War) than purchaſe 
ſuch an Addition to the Revenue at the Price of 
our UTTER UnDoiInG, 


Bur 
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Bu T here it is plain, that fourteen thouſand 
Pounds are to be paid by Wood, only as a Small 
Circumflantial Charge for the Purchaſe of his 
Patent: What were his other Viſible Coffs I 
know not; and what were his Latent, is vari- 
ouſly conjectured: But he muſt be ſurely a Man 
of ſome wonderful Merit. Hath he ſaved any 
other Kingdom at his own Expence, to give 
him a Title of Re-imburſing himſelf by the 
Deftruftion of ours? Hath he diſcovered the 
Longitude, or the Univerſal Medicine? No; 


but he hath found out the Philoſopher's Stone 


after a new Manner, by Debaſing of Copper, 
and reſolving to force it upon us for Gold. 
WHEN the two Houſes repreſented to his 
Majeſty, that this Patent to Woo p was obtain- 


ed in a clandeſtine Manner; ſurely the Commits - 


tee could not think the Parliament would infi- 


nuate, that it had not paſſed in the common 


Forms, and run through every Office where 
Fees and Perquiſites were due. They knew ve- 
ry well, that Perſons in Places were no Enemies 


to Grants; and that the Officers of the Crown 


could not be kept in the Dark. But the “* late 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland affirmed it was a 
Secret to him; (and who will doubt of his V x - 
RACITY, eſpecially when he ſwore to a Perſon 
of Quality, from whom I had it, that Ireland 

| Dude f Grafton. 
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ſhould never be troubled with theſe Half-pence.) 
It was a Secret to the People of Ireland, who 
were to be the Only Sufferers; and thoſe who 
beſt knew the State of the Kingdom, and were 


moſt able to adviſe in ſuch an — were 
wholly Strangers to it. 


I T is allowed by the Report that this Patent 


was paſſed without _ Knowledge of the Chief 
Governor or Officers of Ireland: And it is there 
elaborately ſhewn, that former Patents have 
paſſed in the ſame Manner, and are good in Law. 
I ſhall not diſpute the Legality of Patents, but 
am ready to ſuppoſe it in his Majeſty's Power to 
grant a Patent for ſtamping round Bits of Cop- 
per to every Subject he hath. Therefore to lay 
aſide the Point of Law, I would only put the 
Queſtion; whether in Reaſon and Fuftice it 
would not have been proper, in an Affair upon 
which the Melſare of the Kingdom depends, that 
the faid Kingdom. ſhould have received timely 
Notice; and the Matter not be carried on be- 


tween the Patentee and the Officers of the CRow N, 


who were to be the only Gainers by it. 
TEE Parliament, who. in Matters of this 


Nature are the moſt able and faithful Counſellors, 5 


did repreſent this Grant to be de ructive of Trade, 
and Dangerous to the Properties of the People; to 


which the only Anſwer is, that the King bath a 


Prerogative to make ſuch a Grant. 


ü 
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Ir is aſſerted, that in the Patent to Knox, 
his Half-pence, are made and declared the Cur- 
rent Coin of the Kingdom; whereas in this to 


Mod, there is only a Power given to iſſue them 


zo ſuch as will receive them. The Authors of 
the Report, I think, do not affirm that the King 
can by Law declare any thing to be current 


Money by his Letters Patents. I dare ſay they 
will not affirm it; and if Knox's Patent contained 


in it Powers contrary to Law, why is it men- 
tioned as a Precedent in his Majeſty's 7ſt and 
Merciful Reign? But although that Clauſe be 


not in Mod's Patent, yet poſſibly there are 


others, the Legality whereof may be equally 
doubted ; and particularly that, whereby a Por- 


er is given to William Wood to break into Her ſos 


in ſearch of any Coin made in Imitation of His. 
This may perhaps be affirmed to be Illegal and 
Dangerous to the Liberty of the Subject: Vet 


this is a Precedent taken from Knox's Patent, 


where the ſame Power is granted, and is a ſtrong 


Inſtance what Uſes may be ſometimes made of 


Precedents. 

Bur although before the paſſing of this Pa- 
tent, it was not thought neceſſary to conſult 
any Perſons of this Kingdom, or make the leaſt 
Enquiry whether Copper Money were wanted 
among us: Yet now at length, when the Mat- 
ter is over, when the Patent hath long paſied, 
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when M vod hath already coined ſeventeen thou- 
ſand Pounds, and hath his Tools and Implements 
prepared to coin Six times as much more; the 
Committee hath been pleaſed to make this Affair 
the Subject of Enquiry: Mood is permitted to 
produce his Evidences, which conſiſt as I have 
already obſerved of Four in Number ; whereof 
Coleby, B---- and Mr, Finley the Banker are 
Three. And theſe were to prove that Copper 
Money was extremely wanted in Ireland. The 
firſt had been out of the Kingdom almoſt twenty 
Years, from the Time that he was tryed for 
_ robbing the Treaſury; and therefore his Know- 
ledge and Credibility are equal. 

Mx. Finley, one of the other Witneſſes, ho- 
neſtly conſeſſed, that he was ignorant whether 
Ireland wanted Copper Money or no; but all 
his Intention was to buy a certain Quantity from 
M cod at a large Diſcount, and fell them as well 
à he could; by which he hoped to get two or 
three thouſand Pounds for himſelf. 

Bur, ſuppoſe there were not one ſingle Half- 
penny of Copper Coin in this whole Kingdom; 
(which Mr. 1/224 ſeems to intend, unleſs we will 
come to his Terms, as appears by employing his 
Emiſſaries to buy up our old ones, at a Penny 
in the Shilling more than they paſs for) it could 
not be any real Evil to us; although it might 
be ſome Inconvenience. We have many Sorts of 
ſmall 


* 
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ſmall Silver Coins, to which they are Strangers 
in England; ſuch as the French Three-pences, 
Four-pence Half-pennies, and Erght-pence-Far- 


things, the Scotch Five-pences and Ten- pences; 


beſides, their Twenty-pences, and Three and 


 Fuur-pences, by which we are able to make 


Change, to a Half-penny, of almoſt any Piece 
of Gold or Silver; and if we were driven to the 


Expedient of a Sealed Card, with the little 


Gold or Silver ſtill remaining; it will, I ſuppoſe, 
be ſomewhat better than to have nothing left 
but Mood's adulterated Copper; which he is nei. 


ther obliaged by his Patent, nor HIT HER T on 


able by his E/tate, to make good, 

TnE Report farther tells us, it muff? be ad- 
mitted that Letters Patents, under the great Seal 
of Great-Britain, for coining Copper-Money for 
Ireland, are legal and obligatory, a juſt and rea- 
ſonable Exerciſe of his Majeſty's Royal Preroga- 


tive, and in no manner derogatory, or invaſive of 


any Liberty, or Priviledge of his Subjects of Ire- 
land, Firſt, we defire to know, why his Ma- 
jeſty's Prerogative might not have been as well 
aſſerted, by paſſing this Patent in Ireland, and 
ſubjecting the ſeveral Conditions of the Contract 
to the Inſpection of thoſe, who are only con- 
cerned ; as was formerly done in the only Prece- 
dents for Patents granted for coining for this 


Kingdom, ſince the mixt Money in Queen Eli. 


rabeths 


— 
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zabeth's Time, during the Difficulties of a Re- 
bellion : Whereas now, upon the greateſt Impo- 
ſition that can poſſibly be practiſed, we muſt go 
to England with our Complaints; where it hath 
been, for ſome Time, the Faſhion to think, 
and to affirm, that wwe cannot be too hardly uſed. 
Again, the Report ſays, that ſuch Patents are 
obligatory, After long thinking, I am not able 
to find out what can poflibly be meant here by 
this Word Obligatory. This Patent of Mod 
neither oblidgeth him to utter his Coin, nor us to 
take it; or, if he did the latter, it would be fo 
far void, becauſe no Patent can oblidge the Sub- 
ject againſt Law; unleſs an illegal Patent paſſed 
in one Kingdom, can bind another, and not it- 

ſelf. 7 
LasSTLY, it is added, that ſuch Patents are 
in no manner derogatory, or invaſive of any Li- 
berty, or Priviledge of the King's Subjects of 
Ireland. If this Propofition be true, as it is 
here laid down, without any Limitation, either 
expreſſed or implyed; it muſt follow, that a 
King of England may, at any Time, coin 
Copper Money for Ireland; and oblige his Sub- 
jets here to take a Piece of Copper, under the 
Value of half a Farthing, for half a Crown, 
as was practiſed by the late King James; and 
even without that arbitrary Prince's Excuſe, from 
the Neceſſity and Exigences of his Affairs. If 
2 this 
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this be in no manner derogatory, nor evaſive of 


any Liberties, or Privileges of the Subjects of Ite- 
Hnd ; it ought to have been expreſſed what our 
Liberties and Priviledges are; and whether we 
have any at all; for in ſpecifying the Word 
IxELAND, inſtead of ſaying his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects, it would ſeem to inſinuate, that we are 
not upon the ſame Foot with our Fellow- Subjects 
in England; which, however the Practice may 
have been, I hope will never be directly aſſerted; 
for 1 do not underſtand that Poining's Act de- 
prived us of our Liberty, but only changed the 
Manner of paſſing Laws here; (which how- 
ever, was a Power moſt indireAly obtained) by 
leaving the Negative to the Two Houſes of Par- 
liament. But, waving all Controverſies relating 
to the Legiſlature; no Perſon, I believe, was 


ever yet ſo bold as to affirm, that the People of 


Lieland have not the ſame Title to the Benefits 
of the Common Lato, with the reſt of his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects; and therefore, whatever Liber- 
ties or Priviledges the People of England enjoy 


by Common Law, we of Ireland have the 


fame ; ſo that, in my humble Opinion, tite 
Word Ireland ſtanding in that Propoſition, 
was, in the mildeſt Interpretation, a Lapſe of 
the Pen. 

Tak Report farther alc that the Prece- 
dents are many, wherein Caſes of great Impartanee 
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to Ireland, and which immediately affected the In- 
terefts of that Kingdom, ſuch as Warrants, Or- 


ders, and Directions, by the Authority of ihe King 


and his Predeceſſors, have been iſſued under the 
Royal Sign Manual, without any previous Refe- 
rence, or Advice of his Majeſty's Officers of Ireland; 
which have always had their due Force, and have 
been punttually complied with, and obeyed. It 
may be ſo, and I am heartily ſorry for it ; be- 
cauſe, it may prove an eternal Source of Diſcon- 
tent, However, among all theſe Precedents, 
there is not one of a Patent for coining Money 
for Ireland. 

TIR is nothing hath perplexed me more 


than this Doctrine of Precedents. If a Jobb is 


to be done, and, upon ſearching Records, you 
find it hath been done before, there will not 
want a Lawyer to juſtify the Legality of it, by 
producing his Precedents ; without ever conſi- 
dering the Motives and Circumſtances that firſt 
introduced them ; the Neceſlity, or Turbulence, 
or Iniquity of Times ; the Corruptions of Mi- 
niſters, or the arbitrary Diſpoſition of the Prince 
then reigning : And J have been told, by Perſons 
eminent in the Law, that the worſt Actions 


which human Nature is capable of, may be juſti- 


hed by the ſame Doctrine. How the firſt Pre- 
cedents began of determining Caſes of the high- 
eſt Importance to Ireland, and immediately af- 

| fecting 
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feQing its Intereſt, without any previous Reſe- 


rence or Advice to the King's Officers here, may 
ſoon be accounted for. Before this Kingdom 
was entirely reduced, by the Submiſſion of Ty- 
rone, in the laſt Year of Queen Elizabetb's Reign, 
there was a Period of four hundred Years, which 
was a various Scene of War and Peace, between 
the Engliſh Pale and the Ir: Natives; and the 
Government of that Part of this Iſland which 
lay in the Engliſb Hands, was, in many Things, 
under the immediate Adminiſtration of the King: 


Silver and Copper were often coined here among 


us; and once, at leaft, upon great Neceſſity, a 
mixt or baſe Metal was ſent from England. The 
Reign of King James I. was employed in ſettling 
the Kingdom, after Tyrone's Rebellion; and 
this Nation flouriſhed extreamly, till the Time 
of the Maſſacre, 1641. In that difficult Junc- 
ture of Affairs, the Nobility and Gentry coined 
their own Plate here in Dublin. 


By all that I can diſcover, the * Coin 
of Ireland, for three hundred Years paſt, con- 


ſiſted of ſmall Pence and Half-pence ; which par- 
ticular Men had Licence to coin, and were cur- 
rent only within certain Towns and Diſtricts, 
according to the perſonal Credit of the Owner 


who uttered them, and was bound to receive 


them again; whereof I have ſeen many 
Sorts : 
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Sorts: Neither have I heard of any Patent 
granted for coining Copper for Ireland, till the 
Reign of King Charles II. which was in the 
Vear 1680, to George Leg, Lord Dartmouth; 
and renewed by King James II. in the firſt 
Year of his Reign, to Fohn Knox. Both Pa- 
tents were paſled in Ireland; and in both, the 
Patentees were bound to receive their Coin again, 
from any that would offer them Twenty Shil- 
lings of it ; for which they were oblidged to pay 
Gold or Silver, 

Tas Patents both of Lord Dartmouth and 
Knox, were referred to the Attorney-General 
here, and a Report made accordingly, and both, 
as I have already ſaid, were paſſed in this King- 
dom. Knox had only a Patent for the Remain- 
der of the Term granted to Lord Dartmouth ; 
the Patent expired in 1701, and upon a Petition 
by Roger Moor to have it renewed, the Matter 
was referred hither; and upon the Report of the 
Attorney and Sollicitor, that it it was not for 
his Majeſty's Service, or the Intereſt of the Na- 
tion, to have it renewed, it was rejected by King 
Hilliam. It ſhould, therefore, feem very extra- 
erdinary, that a Patent for coining Copper Half- 
pence, intended and profeſſed for the Good of the 
Kingdom, ſhould be paſſed without once conſult- 
ing that Kingdom, for the Good of which it is 
declared to be intended; and this upon the Ap- 


plica tion 
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plication of a poor, private, obſcure Mechanick ; 
and a Patent of ſuch a Nature, that as ſoon as 
ever the Kingdom is informed of its being paſſed, 
they cry out unanimouſly againſt it, as rumous 
and deſtruftive. The Repreſentatives of the 
Nation in Parliament, and the Privy-Council, 
addreſs the King to have it recalled ; yet the Pa- 
tentee, ſuch a one as I have deſcribed, ſhall pre- 
vail to have this Patent approved ; and his pri- 
vate Intereſt ſhall weigh down the Application of 
a whole Kingdom. St. Paul ſays, All Things 5 
are lawful, but all Things are not expedient. We | 
are anſwered, that this Patent is lauful; but is ; 
it expedient ® We read, that the High Prieſt | 
ſaid, It was expedient that one Man ſhould dis 
for the People; and this was a moſt wicked Pro- 
poſition, But that a whole Nation ſhould die for 
one Man, was never heard of before. 

Bur, becauſe much Weight is laid on the Pre- 
cedents of other Patents, for coining Copper for 
treland; I will ſet this Matter in as clear a Light 
as I can. Whoever hath read the Report, will 
be apt to think that a dozen Precedents, at leaft, 
could be produced of Copper coined for freland, 
by Virtue of Patents paſſed in England; and 
that the Coinage was there too; whereas, I am 
confident, there cannot be one Precedent ſhewn 
of a Patent paſſed in England for coining Cop- 
per for Ireland, for above an hundred Years paſt ; 
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and if there were any before, it muſt be in Times 
of Confuſion, The only Patents J could ever 
hear of, are thoſe already mentioned, to Lord 
Dartmouth and Knox ; the former in 1680, and 
the latter in 1685, Now, let us compare theſe 
Patents with that granted to Wood. Firſt, the 
Patent to Knox, which was under the ſame Con- 
ditions as that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was 
paſſed in Ireland; the Government, and the At- 
torney and Solliciter - General, making Report 
that it would be uſeful to this Kingdom. 

THz Patent was paſſed with the Advice of 
the King's Council here; the Patentee was 
oblidged to receive his Coin from thoſe who 
thought themſelves ſurcharged, and to give Gold 
and Silver for it: Laſtly, the Patentee was to 
pay only 16 J. 135. 4 d. per Ann. to the Crown. 
Then, as to the Execution of that Patent: Firſt, 
I find the Half-pence were milled; which, as it 
is of great Uſe to prevent Counterfeits, (and 
therefore induſtriouſly avoided by Feed) ſo it 
was an Addition to the Charge of Coinage. And 
as for the Weight and Goodneſs of the Metal, I 
have ſeveral Half-pence now by me, many of 
which weigh a ninth Part more than thoſe coin- 
ed by Mood; and bear the Fire and Hammer a 
great deal better ; and which is no Trifle, the 
Impreſſion fairer and deeper, I grant, indeed, 
that many of the latter Coinage yield in Woe 
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to ſome of IYod's, by a Fraud natural to ſuch 
Patentees ; but not ſo immediately after the 
Grant, and before the Coin grew current : For, 


in this Circumſtance, Mr. Wood muſt ſerve for 


a Precedent in Future Times. 


LET us now examine this new Patent . 


to William Mood. It paſſed upon very falſe Sug- 
geſtions of his own, and of a few Confederates : 
It paſſed in England without the leaſt Reference 
| hither. It paſſed unknown to the very Lord- 
Lieutenant, then in England. Mood is em- 
powered to coin One Hundred and Eight Thou- 
ſand Pounds, and all the Officers in the Kingdom 
(Civil and Military) are commanded in the Re- 


port to countenance and aſſiſt him. Knox had 
only Power to utter what he would take, and 


was oblidged to receive his Coin back at our De- 
mand, and to enter into Security for ſo doing. 
Mod's Half-pence are not Milled, and therefore 
more eaſily counterfeited by himſelf as well as 
by others. Mood pays a thouſand Pounds per 
Ann, for fourteen Years ; Knox paid only 16 /. 
135. 4d. per Ann, for 21 Years, 
IT was the Report that ſet me the Example of 
making a Compariſon between thoſe two Patents 


wherein the Committee was grolly miſled by the 


falſe Repreſentation of William Mood; as it was 
by another Aſſertion, that Seven Hundred Tons 


of Copper were coined —_ the 21 Years of 
Lord 
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Lord Dartmouth's and Knox's Patents. Such 2 


Quantity of Copper at the Rate of 2 5. 8 d. per 


Pound, would amount to about an Hundred and 
Ninety Thouſand Pounds ; which was very near 
much as the current Caſh of the Kingdom in 
thoſe Days: Yet, during that Period, Ireland 
was never known to have too much Copper 


Coin; and for ſeveral Years there was no coin- 


ing at all: Beſides, I am aſſured, that upon en- 
quiring into the Cuſtom-houfe Books, all the 


Copper imported into this Kingdom, from 1683 


to 1692, which includes eight Years of the 21 
(beſides one Year allowed for the Troubles) did 
not exceed 47 Tons: And we cannot ſuppoſe 
even that ſmall Quantity to have been wholly 
applied to Coinage : So that I believe there was 
never any Compariſon more unluckily made, or 
ſo deſtructive of the Deſign for which it was pro- 
Tux Pſalmiſt reckons it an Effect of God's 
Anger, when he ſelleth his People for Nought, 
and tafeth no Money for them. That we have 


greatly offended God by the Wickedneſs of our 


Lives, is not to be diſputed : But our King we 


have not offended in Word or Deed ; and altho' 


he be God's Vicegerent upon Earth, he will not 


- puniſh us for any Offences, except thoſe which 
we ſhall commit againſt his Legal Authority, his 


Sacred 
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Sacred Perſon (which God preſerve) or the Laws 
of the Land. 


Tux Report is very profuſe in Arguments, 


that Ireland is in great Want of Copper Money: 
Who were the Witneſſes to prove it, hath' been 
ſhewn already : But in the Name of God, who 


are to be Judges? Does not the Nation beſt 
know its own Wants ? Both Houſes of Parlia- 


ment, the Privy-Council and the whole Body of 
the People, declare the contrary. Or let the 
Wants be what they will, we deſire they may 
not be ſupplied by Mr. Ned: We know our 
own Wants but too well: They are Many and 
Grievous to be borne ; but quite of another Kind. 
Let England be fatisfied : As Things go, they 


will in a ſhort Time have all our Gold and Sil- 


ver, and may keep their Adulterate Copper at 
Home ; for we are determined not to purchaſe it 
with our Manufactures, which Wood hath gra- 
ciouſly offered to accept. Our 7Yants are not 


ſo bad by an hundredth Part as the Method he 


hath taken to ſupply them. He hath already 


tried his Faculty in Næu- England; and I hope 


he will meet at leaſt with an EQuaL REecey- 
T1ON here: What That was I leave to publick 


Intelligence, I am ſuppoſing a wild Caſe ; that 


if there ſhould be any Perſon already receiving a 
monſtrous Penſion out of this Kingdom, who 


was inſtrumental in procuring the Patent, they 


have 


22 wah... l 


, . CO GT TT 
—v—y— | 0 VOOR RG 


70 The DRA PTIER's LITT EAS. 


have either not well conſulted their own Inte- 
reſts, or Mood muſt put more Droſs into his 
Copper, and ftill diminiſh its Weight. 

Upon Mod's Complaint that the Officers of 
the King's Revenue here had already given Orders 
to all the inferior Officers not to receive any of 
his Coin; the Report ſays, That this cannot but 
be looked upon as a very extraordinary Proceeding, 
and being contrary to the Powers given in. the 
Patent. The Committee ſay, They cannot adviſe 
His Majeſty to give Directions to the Officers of 
the Revenue here, not ts receive or utter any of 
the ſaid Com as hath been defired in the Addreſſes 
of both Houſes ; but on the contrary, they think 
it both Juſt and Reaſonable that the King ſhould 
immediately give Orders to the Commiſſioners of 
the Revenue, &c. to revoke all Orders, &c. that 
may have been given by them to hinder or obruct 
the receiving the ſaid Coin: And accordingly, 
we are told, ſuch Orders are arrived. Now 
this was a Caſt of ood's Politicks ; for his In- 
formation was wholly Falſe and Groundleſs ; 
which he knew very well ; and that the Com- 
miſſioners of the Revenue here were all, except 
one, ſent us from England, and love their Em- 
ployments too well to have taken ſuch a Step: 

But Wood was wiſe enough to conſider, that ſuch 
Orders of Revocation would be an open Declara- 
tion of the Crown in his Favour; would = 
tne 
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the Government here under a Difficulty ; would 
make a Noiſe ; and, poſſibly, create ſome Terror 


in the poor People of Ireland. And one great 
Point he hath gained ; that although any Orders 


of Revocation will be needles, yet a new Order 


is to be ſent, and perhaps already here, to the 
Commiſſioners of the Revenue, and all the King's 
Officers in Ireland ; that Wood's Half-pence be 
ſuffered and permitted, without any Let, Suit, 


Trouble, Molgſtation or Denial of any of the King's 
Officers or Miniſters whatſoever, to paſs and be 


received as Ca RENT Mox EV, by ſuch as ſhall 


be willing to receive them. In this Order there 
is no Exception; and therefore, as far as I can 


judge, it includes all Offcers both Civil and Mi- 
htary ; from the Lord High Chancellor to a 
Fuſtice of Peace; and from the General to an 
Enfign : So that Mod's Project is not likely to 
fail for Want of Managers enough. For my 
own part, as Things ſtand, I have but little Re- 
gret to find myſelf out of the Number ; and 
therefore I ſhall continue in all Humility to ex- 
hort and warn my Fellow-SubjeQts never to re- 
ceive or utter this Coin, which will reduce the 
Kingdom to Beggary by much quzcker and larger 
Steps, than have hitherto been taken. 


Bor it is needleſs to argue any longer. The 


Matter is come to an Iſſue. His Majeſty, Pur- 
ſuant to the Law, hath left the Field open be- 
2 tween 
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tween Mood and the Kingdom of Ireland. Vood 
hath Liberty to Offer his Coin, and we have Law, 
Reaſon, Liberty, and Neceſſity to Refuſe it : A 
knaviſh Jockey may ride an old foundered Jade 
about the Market, but noneare oblidged to buy it. 
I hope the Words Voluntary and Willing to receive 
it will be underſtood, and applied in their true natu- 
ral Meaning, as commonly underſtocd by PRo- 
TESTANTS. For if a Fierce Captain comes to 
my Shop to buy Six Vards of Scarlet Cloth, fol- 
lowed by a Porter laden with a Sack of ‘s 
Coin upon his Shoulders ; if we are agreed about 
the Price, and my Scarlet lies ready cut upon 
the Counter; if he then gives me the Nord of 
Command to receive my Money in Hood's Coin, 
and calls me a Diſaſfected Facobite Dog for re- 
fuſing it; (although I am as loyal a Subject as 
himſelf, and without Hire) and thereupon ſeizes 


my Cloth, leaving me the Price in this Odious 


Copper, and bids me take my Remedy : In this 
Caſe, I ſhall hardly be brought to think that I 

am left to my own Will. I ſhall therefore on 
| ſuch Occaſions, firſt order the Porter afore- 
ſaid to go off with his Pack; and then ſee 
the Money in Silver and Gold in my Poſſeſ- 
ſion before I Cut or Meaſure my Cloth. But if 


a Common Soldier drinks his Pot firſt, and then 


offers Payment in Mood's Half-pence, the Land- 
lady may be under ſome Difficulty : For if ſhe 
complains 


t 
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complains to his Captain or Enſign, they are 


likewiſe Or FI c ERS, included in this general 
Order for encouraging theſe Half- pence to paſs as 


Cux RENT Mox EV. If ſhe goes to a Juſtice 


of Peace, he is alſo an Officer ; to whom this 


general Order is directed. I do therefore adviſe 


her to follow my Practice, which I have already 
begun ; and be paid for her Goods before ſhe 


parts with them. However, I ſhould have been 


content, for ſome Reaſons, that the Military 
Gentlemen had been excepted by Name ; be- 


_ cauſe I have heard it ſaid, that their Diſeipline 


is beſt confined within their own Diſtrict. 


His Majeſty, in the Concluſion of his Anſwer 


to the Addreſs of the Houſe of Lords, againſt 


Wood's Coin, is pleaſed to fay ; that He will do 5 


every Thing in his Power to the S atisfattion of his 


People. It ſhould ſeem therefore, that the Re- 


calling the Patent is not to be underſtood as a 


Thing in his Power : But however, fince the 
Law doth not oblidge us to receive this Coin ; 


and conſequently the Patent leaves it to our vo- 
luntary Choice : There is nothing remaining to 
preſerve us from Ruin, but that the whole King- 


dom ſhould continue in a firm determinate Reſo- 


lution never to receive or utter this FATAL 
Coin After which, let the Officers to whom 
theſe Orders are directed, (I would willingly ex- 


cept the Military) come with their Exhortation, 
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their Arguments, and their Eloquence, to perſuade 
us to find our Intereſt. in our Undoing, Let 
Wood and his Accemplices Travel about the 
Country with Cart-Loads of their Ware, and 
ſee who will take it off their Hands: There 
will be no Fear of his being robbed ; for a Higb- 
svayman would ſcorn to touch it. 

I am only in Pain how the Commiſſioners of 
the Revenue will proceed in this JunQure ; be- 
cauſe I am told they are oblidged by Act of Par- 
liament, to take nothing but Gold and Silver in 
Payment for His Majeſty's Cuſtoms: And I think 
they cannot juſtly offer this Coinage of Mr. N 

to others, unleſs they will be content to receive 
it themſelves . 

Tk Sum of the whole is this. The Committee 
adviſes the King to ſend immediate Orders to all 
His Officers here, that Wood's Coin be ſuffered 
and permitted without any Let, Suit, Trouble, &c. 
to paſs and be received as CURRENT MoxE v, by 
| ſuch as ſhall be WILLING to receive the ſame. It 
is probable, that the firſt illing Receivers may 
be thoſe who Muſt Receive it whether they will or 
no, at leaſt under the Penalty of loſing an Office. 
But the LandedUndepending Men, the Merchants, 
the Shop-keepers and Bulk of the People, I hope, 
and am almoſt confident, will never receive it. 
What muſt the Conſequence be? The Owners 
will {ell it for as much as they can get. Jood's 

| _ Hal 
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Half-pence will come to be offered for Six a 

| Penny (yet then he will be a ſufficient Gainer) 

and the Neceſſary Receivers will be Loſers of 
Two Thirds in their Salaries or Pay. 

Tunis puts me in Mind of a Paſſage I was told 
many Years ago in Eng/and, At a Quarter- 
Seſſions in Leiceſter, the Juſtices had wiſely de- 
creed to take off a Half-penny in a Quart from 
the Price of Ale. One of them who came in 
after the Thing was determined, being informed 
of what had patied, faid thus, Gentlemen, You 
have made an Order, that Ale ſhould be ſold im 
our County for three Half-pence a Quart : I de- 
fire you will nau make another to appoint who 

muſt drink it, for By G IWIIL Nor. 

I musT beg Leave to caution your Lordſbips 
and Worſbips in one Particular. Mood hath gra- 
ciouſly promiſed to Load us at preſent only with 
Forty thouſand Pounds of his Coin, till the 
Exigencies the Kingdom reguire the Reſt. I in- 
treat you will never ſuffer Mr. Wood to be a 
Judge of your ExiG6ENCIiEs. While there is 
one Piece of Silver or Gold left in the Kingdom, 
he will call it an ExicEncy. He will double 
his preſent Quantum by Stealth as ſoon as he 
can: He will pour his own Raps and Counter- 
feits upon us: France and Holland will do the 

| ſame; nor will our own Coiners at home be be- 
E hind them : To confirm which, I have now in 
.: a | my 
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my Pocket a Rap or Counterfeit Half- penny in 
Imitation of his, but fo ill performed, that in 
my Conſcience, I believe, it is not of his Coin- 
ing. . 

I uus now deſire your Lordſbips and Wor- 
ſhips that you will give great Allowance for this 
long undigeſted Paper. I find myſelf to have 
gone into ſeveral Repetitions, which were the 


Effects of haſte, while new Thoughts fell in to 


add ſomething to what I had faid before. I think 
I may affirm, that I have fully anſwered every 
Paragraph in the Report ; which although it be 
not unartfully drawn, and is perfectly in the Spi- 
Tit of a Pleader, who can find the moſt plauſible 
Topicks in behalf of his Client ; yet there was 
no great Skill required to detect the many Miſ- 
takes contained in it; which, however, are by 
no Means to be charged upon the Right Honour- 
able Committee, but upon the moſt falſe, impu- 
dent, and fraudulent Repreſentations of Mood 
and his Accomplices. I defire one Particular 
may dwell upon your Minds, although I have 
mentioned it more than once: That after all the 
Weight laid upen Precedents, there is not one 


produced in the whole Report, of a Patent for 


Coining Copper in England to paſs in Ireland; 
and only two Patents referred to, (for indeed 
there were no more) which were both paſſed in 

Ireland, 
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Ireland, by References to the King's Council 
here; both leſs advantageous to the Coiner than 
this of Wood; and in both, Securities given 10 
receive the Coin at every Call, and give Gold and 
Silver in Lieu of it. This demonſtrates the moſt 
flagrant Falſhood, and Impudence of Mood; by 


which he would endeavour to make the Right 


Honourable Committee his Inſtruments, (for his 
own illegal and exorbitant Gain) to ruin a King- 


dom, which has deſerved guzte different Treat- 


ment, 
1 am very ſenſible, that ſuch a Work as [ 
have undertaken, might have worthily employed 


aà much better Pen. But when a Houſe is at- 


tempted to be robbed, it often happens that the 


weakeſt in the Family, runs firſt to ſtop the 


Door. All the Aſſiſtance I had, were ſome In- 
formations from an eminent Perſon ; whereof I 


am afraid I have ſpoiled a few, by endeavouring 


to make them of a Piece with my own Produc- 


tions ; and the reſt I was not able to manage: I 


was in the Caſe of David, who could not move in 
the Armour of Saul ; and therefore I rather choſe 


to attack this uncircumciſed Philiſtine (Mood I 
mean) with a Sling and a Stone, And I may 


ſay for Hood's Honour, as well as my own, that 
he reſembles Gol:ah in many Circumſtances, very 
applicable to the preſent Purpoſe : For Goliah 


had a Helmet of BRASS upon his Head, and be 
1 3 v 
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was armed with a Coat of Mail, and the IWeight 
of the Coat was five Thouſand Shekles of By. Ass, 
and he had Greaves of BR Ass upon his Legs, and 
a Target of BRASS between his Shoulders, In 
ſhort, he was like Mr. Jed, all over BRass; 
and he defied the Armies of the living God. Go- 
liah's Conditions of Combat were likewiſe the 
ſame with thoſe of JYood : If be prevail againſt us, 
then ſhall we be his Servants, But if it happen 
that I prevail over him, I renounce the other 
Part of the Condition ; he ſhall never be a Ser- 
tant of mine; for I do not think him fit to be 
truſted in any hong Man's Shop. 


I wiLL conclude with my humble Defire and 
Requeſt, which I made in my ſecond Letter ; 
that your Lordſbips and Worſhips would pleafe to 
order a * Declaration to be drawn up, expreffing 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, your Reſolutions never 
to receive or utter any of Miod's Half-pence or 
Farthings ; and forbidding your Tenants to re- 
ceive them. That the faid Declaration may be 
ſigned by as many Perſons as poſſible, who have 
Eftates in this Kingdom ; and be ſent down to 
your ſeveral Tenants aforeſaid. 

N. B. A Declaration, purſuant to this Requeſt, was figned ſoon 


after by the moſs 22 5 e Perſons of the ad which was 
uni ver ſally ſpread, and of you Uſe, 


ANop 
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AxD if the Dread of Mocd's Half-pence ſhould 
continue until next Quarter-Seſſions, (which 1 
hope it will not) the Gentlemen of every County 
will then have a fair Opportunity of declaring 


againſt them, with Unanimity and Zeal. 


4 am, with the greateſt Reſpect, 0 
(May it pleaſe your Lordſbips and I or foips) 1 
Aug. 25, Your moſt dutiful and i 
ds Obedient Servant, 1 
ma 17 
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L188 IV. To the whole 
People of IRELAND. 


N. B. This was the Letter againſt 
which the Lord Lieutenant (Carteret) 
and Council, iſſued a Proclamation, 

offering Three hundred Pounds to diſ- 
cover the Author; and for which, 
Harding the Printer was tried be- 
fore one Whitſhed, then Chief Juſtice - 
But the noble Jury would not find 
the Bill; nor would any Perſon diſ- 
cover the Author. 


1 Rino already written three Letters, 
A | upon ſo difagreeable a Subject as Mr. 
od and his Half pence; I con- 

2 — 2 ceived my Taſk was at an End: But, 
J find that Cordials muſt be frequently applied to 
weak Conſtitutions Political as well as Natural. 
A People long uſed to Hardſhips, loſe by Degrees 
the very Notions of Liberty; they look upon 
them- 
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themſelves as Creatures at Mercy; and that all 
Impoſitions laid on them by a ſtronger Hand, 
are, in the Phraſe of the Report, legal and obl:- 
gatory, Hence proceed that Poverty and Low- 
neſs of Spirit, to which a Kingdom may be ſub- 
ject, as well as a particular Perſon, And when 
Eſau came fainting from the Field, at the Point 
to die, it is no Wonder that he ſold his Birth- 
Right for a Meſs of Pottage. | 
I THOUGHT I had ſufficiently ſhewn to all 
who could want Inſtruction, by what Methods 
they might ſafely proceed, whenever this Coin 
ſhould be offered to them : And, I believe, there 
hath not been, for many Ages, an Example of 
any Kingdom fo firmly united in a Point of great 
Importance, as this of ours is at preſent, againſt 
that deteſtable Fraud. But, however, it fo hap- 
pens, that ſome weak People begin to be alarm- 
ed a-new, by Rumours induſtriouſly ſpread. 
Mood preſcribes to the News-Mongers in Len- 
don, what they are to write. In one of their 
Papers publiſhed here by ſome obſcure Printer, 
(and certainly with a bad Deſign) we are told, 
that the Papiſis in Ireland have entered into an 
Aſſiciation againſt his Coin; although it be no- 
toriouſly known, that they never once offered to 
ſtir in the Matter : So that the Two Houſes of 
Parliament, the Privy-Council, the great Num- 
bers of Corporations, the Lord-Mayor and Al- 
©. derinen 
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dermen of Dublin, the Grand- Juries, and prin- 
cipal Gentlemen of ſeveral Counties, are ftig- 
matized in a Lump, under the Name of Papiſts. 
Tuis Impoſtor and his Crew, do likewiſe give 
out, that, by refuſing to receive his Droſs for 
Sterling, we diſpute the King*s Prerogative ; are 
grown ripe for Rebellion, and ready to ſhake off 
the Dependency of Ireland upon the Crown of 
England. To ceuntenance which Reports, he 
bath publiſhed a Paragraph in another News- 
Paper, to let us know, that the Lord Lieutenant 
is ordered to come over immediately to ſettle his 


 Half-pence. 


I INTREAT you, my dear Countrymen, not 
to be under the leaſt Concern upon theſe and the 
like Rumours ; which are no more than the laſt 
Howls of a Dog diſſected alive, as I hope he hath 
ſufficiently been. Theſe Calumnies are the only 
Reſerve that is left him, For ſurely, our con- 
tinued and (almoſt) unexampled Loyalty, will 
never be called in Queſtion, for not ſuffering our 
ſelves to be robbed of all that we have, by ene 

obſcure Ironmonger. 
As to diſputing the King's Prerogative, give 
me Leave to explain to thoſe who are ignorant, 
what the Meaning of that Word Prerogative is. 

Tux Kings of theſe Realms enjoy ſeveral 
Powers, wherein the Laws have not interpoſed : 
So, they can make War and Peace without the 

| Cenſent 


r 
Conſent of Parliament; and this is a very great 
Preregative. But it the Parliament doth not 
approve of the War, the King muſt bear the 


Charge of it out of his own Purſe ; and this is 


as great a Check on the Crown. So the King 
hath a Prerogative to coin Money, without Con- 
ſent of Parliament : But he cannot compel the 
Subject to take that Money, except it be Sterling, 
Gold or Silver ; becauſe, herein he is limited by 


Law. Some Princes have, indeed, extended. 


their Preregative further than the Law allowed 
them : Wherein, however, the Lawyers of ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, as fond as they are of Precedents, 
have never dared to juftify them, But, to fay 
the Truth, it is only of late Times that Prere- 
gative hath been fixed and aſcertained. For, 
whoever reads the Hiſtories of England, will 
find that ſome former Kings, and thoſe none of 
the worſt, have, upon ſeveral Occaſions, ven- 
tured to controul the Laws, with very little Ce- 
remony or Scruple, even later than the Days of 
Queen Elizabeth. In her Reign, that pernicious 
Counſel of- ſending baſe Money hither, very nar- 
rowly failed of loſing the Kingdom ; being com- 
| Plained of by the Lord Deputy, the Council, 
and the whole Body of the Exgliſb here: So that 


ſoon after her Death, it was recalled by her Suc- 


ceſſor, and lawful Moncy paid in Exchange. 


E 6 PFavrreo, 
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Havins thus given you ſome Notion of what 
is meant by the King's Prerogative, as far as a 
Tradeſman can be thought capable of explaining 
| It, I will only add the Opinion of the great 
Lord Bacon ; that, as God governs the World 
by the ſettled . Laws of Nature, which he 
bath made, and never tranſcends thoſe Laws, but 
upon high important Occaſions : So, among earthly 
Princes, thoſe are the Wiſeſt and the Beſt, who 
govern by the known Laws of the Country, and 
Seldomeſt make Uſe of their Prerogative. 
Now, here you may ſee that the vile Accuſa- 
tion of Mead and his Accomplices, charging us 
with diſputing the King's Prerogative by refuſing 
his Braſs, can have no Place; becauſe compelling 
the Subject to take any Coin, which is not Ster- 
ling, is no Part of the King's Preregative; and 
I am very confident, if it were ſv, we ſhould be 
the laſt of his People to diſpute it; as well from 
that inviolable Loyalty we have always paid to 
His Majeſty, as from the Treatment we might 
in ſuch a Caſe juſtly expect from ſome, who ſeem 
£0 think, we have neither common Senſe, nor com- 
mon Senſes, But, God be thanked, the beſt of 
them are only our Fellow-Subjefs, and not our 
Maſters. One great Merit I am ſure we have, 
which thoſe of Engliſh Birth can have no Pre- 
tence to ; that our Anceſtors reduced this King- 
dom to the Obedience of ENGLAND ; for which 
f We 


t 
we have been rewarded with a worſe Climate, 
the Priviledge of being governed by Laws to 
which we do not conſent; a ruined Trade, a 
Houſe of Peers without Juriſdiction; almoſt an 


Incapacity for all Employments; and the Dread 
of Hood's Half-pence. 


Bur we are ſo far from diſputing the King's 
Prerogative in coining, that we own he hath 


Power to give a Patent to any Man, for ſetting 


his Royal Image and Superſcription upon what- 


ever Materials he pleaſes; and Liberty to the 
Patentee to offer them in any Country from 
England to Fapan; only attended with one ſmall 


E that no Body alive is oblidged to take 
them. 


Upon theſe nnn. I was ever againſt 
all Recourſe to England for a Remedy againſt the 
preſent impending Evil ; eſpecially, when I ob- 
ſerved, that the Addreſſes of both Houſes, after 
long Expectance, produced nothing but a Re- 
PORT altogether in Favour of Mood; upon 
which, I made ſome Obſervations in a former 
Letter; and might at leaſt have made as many 


more: For, it is a *** of as ſingular a Nature 
as I ever beheld. 


Bur I miſtake; for bikes this Report wag 


made, his Majeſty's mot gracious Anſwer to the 
| Houſe of Lords was ſent over, and printed; 


wherein there are theſe Words, granting the 
Patent 


| 
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Patent for cciuing Half-pence and Farthings, 
AGREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS 
 Royar PREDECESSORS, Cc. That King 
Charles II, and King James II, (Ax D THE 
oN v) did grant Patents for this Purpoſe, is 
indiſputable, and I have ſhewn it at large. Their 
Patents were paſſed under the great Seal of [re- 
land, by References to Ireland; the Copper to 
be coined in Ireland, the Patentee was bound, 
on Demand, to receive his Coin back in Ireland, 
and pay Silver and Gold in Return. I/o2d's Pa- 
tent was made under the great Seal of England, 
the Braſs coincd in England, not the leaſt Refe- 
rence made to Ireland; the Sum immenſe, and 
the Patentee under no Obligation to receive it 
again, and give good Money for it: This I 
only mention, becauſe, in my private Thoughts, 
J have ſometimes made a Query, whether the 
Penner of thoſe Words in his Majeſty's mot graci- 
ous Anſwer, AGREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE 
CF HIS RoYaL PREDECESSORS, had mature- 
ly confidered the ſeveral Circumſtances; which, 
in my poor Opinion, ſeem to make a Difference. 
LzT me now ſay ſomething concerning the 
other great Cauſe of ſome People's Fear; as Mood 
has taught the London News-Writer to expreſs 
it: That his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is 
coming over to ſettle Wood's Half-pence. 
3 WVE 
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We know very well, that the Lords Lieu- 
tenants, for ſeveral Vears paſt, have not thought 
this Kingdom worthy the Honour of their Reſi- 
dence, longer than was abfolutely neceſſary for 
the King's Buſineſs; which conſequently wanted 


10 Speed in the Diſpatch. And therefore, it na- 


turally fell into moſt Mens Thoughts, that a new 
Governor coming at an unuſual Time, muſt 
portend ſome unuſual Buſineſs to be done; eſpe- 


cially, if the common Report be true ; that the 


Parliament prorogued to [ know not when, is, 
by a new Summons (revoking that Prorogation) 
to aſſemble ſoon after his Arrival: For which 
extraordinary Proceeding, the Lawyers on t'other 
Side the Water, have, by great good Fortune, 
found two Precedents. . 
ALL this being granted, it can never enter 
into my Head, that ſo little a Creature as Mood 
could find Credit enough with the King and his 
Miniſters, to have the Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land ſent hither in a Hurry, upon his Errand. 
For, let us take the whole Matter nakedly, 
as it lies before us, without the Refinements of 
ſome People, with which we have nothing to do. 


Here is a Patent granted under the great Seal of 


England, upon falſe Suggeſtions, to one William 


Wood, forcoining Copper Half-pence for Ireland: 


The Parliament here, upon Apprehenſions of the 
worſt Conſequences from the ſaid Patent, addreſs 


the 
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the King to have it recalled: This is refuſed, 


and a Committee of the Privy-Council report to 
his Majeſty, that /Yo2d has perform'd the Con- 
ditions of his Patent, He then is left to do the 
beſt he can with his Half-pence ; no Man being 
oblidged to receive them; the People here, being 
likewiſe left to themſelves, unite as one Man ; 


reſolving they will have nothing to do with his 


Ware. By this plain Account of the Fact, it 
is manifeſt, that the King and his Miniſtry are 
wholly out of the Caſe; and the Matter is left 
to be diſputed between him and us. Will any 
Man therefore attempt to perſwade me, that a 
Lord Lieutenant is to be diſpatched over in 
great Haſte, before the ordinary Time, and a 
Parliament ſummoned, by anticipating a Proro- 
gation; merely to put an hundred thouſand 
Pounds into the Pocket of a Sharper, by the 
Ruin of a moſt loyal Kingdom? 

Bur ſuppoſing all this to be true. By what 
Arguments could a Lord Lieutenant prevail on 
the fame Parliament, which addreſſed with fo 


| muſt Zeal and Earneſtneſs againſt this Evil; to 


paſs it into a Law? I am ſure their Opinion 


of Wood and his Project are not mended fince 


their laſt Prorogation: And ſuppoſing thoſe Me- 
thbods ſhould be uſed, which, Detractors tell us, 
have been ſometimes put in Practice for gaining 

Votes; it is well known, that in this Kingdom 
there 


w 


„ 


* 


r 
there are few Employments to be given; and if 
there were more; it is as well known to whoſe 
Share they muſt fall. 

Bur, becauſe great Numbers of you are alto- 
gether ignorant in the Affairs of your Country, 
I will tell you ſome Reaſons, why there are ſo 
few Employments to be diſpoſed of in this King- 


dom. All conſiderable Offices for Life here, 


are poſſeſſed by thoſe, to whom the Reverſions 


were granted; and theſe have been generally. 
Followers of the Chief Governors, or Perſons 


who had Intereſt in the Court of England. So 


the Lord Beriley of Stratton, holds that great 


Office of Mafter of the Rolls ; the Lord Palmer- 


flown is Firſt Remembrancer, worth near 2000/1, 
per Ann. One Dadington, Secretary to the Earl 
of Pembroke, begged the Reverſion of Clerk of. 
the Pells, worth 25001. a Year, which he now 


enjoys by the Death of the Lord Newtown. 
Mr. Southwell is Secretary of State, and the 
Earl of Burlington Lord High Treaſurer of [re- 
land by Inheritance, Theſe are only a few 


among many others, which I have been told of, 
but cannot remember. Nay the Reverſion of 


ſeveral Employments during Pleaſure are granted 
the ſame Way. This among many others, is a 
Circumſtance whereby the Kingdom of Ireland 
is diſtinguiſhed from all other Nations upon 
Earth; and makes it fo difficult an Affair to get 


into 


| 
1 
| 
| 
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into a Civil Employ, that Mr. Addiſon was 
forced to purchaſe an old obſcure Place, called 
Keeper of the Records in Bermingham's Tower, 
of ten Pounds a Year, and to get a Salary of 


400 l. annexed to it, though all the Records 


there are not worth Half a Crown, either for 
Curioſity or Uſe. And we lately faw a“ Fa- 
vourite Secretary, deſcend to be Maſter of the 
Revels, which by his Credit and Extortion he 
hath made Pretty Conſiderable, I fay nothing 
of the Under-Treafurerſhip worth about gooo7. 
a Year; nor the Commiſhoners of the Revenue, 
four of whom generally live in Exgland: For I 


think none of theſe are granted in Reverſion, 


But the Jeſt is, that I have known upon Oc- 
caſion, ſome of theſe abſent Officers as Teen a- 
gainſt the Intereſt of Ireland, as if they had ne- 
ver been indebted to her ſor a ſingle Groat. 

I conFEss, I have been fometimes tempted 
to wiſh that this Project of Mood might ſucceed ; 
becauſe I reflected with fome Pleaſure, what a 
Folly Crew it would bring over among us of 
| Lords and Squires, and Penſioners of both Sexes, 
and Officers Civil and Military; where we 
ſhould live together as merry and ſociable as Beg- 
gars; only with this one Abatement, that we 

| ſhould neither have Meat to feed, nor Manufac- 


tures to Cloath us; unleſs we could be content 


* Mr, Hopkins, Secretary to the Duke of Grafton, 


to 


? 
4 
5 
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to Prance about in Coats of Mail; or eat Braſs 
as Oftritches do Iron. 

I' RETURN from this Digreſſion, to that 
which gave me the Occaſion of making it: And 
I believe you are now convinced, that if the 
Parliament of Freland were as Temptable as any 
other Aſſembly, within a Mile of Chriſtendom 
(which God forbid) yet the Managers muſt of 
Neceſſity fail for want of Tools to work with. 
But I will yet go one Step further, by ſuppoſing 
that a hundred new Employments, were erected 
on Purpoſe to gratify Compliers : Yet ſtill an in- 
ſuperable Difficulty would remain. For it hap- 
| pens, I know not how, that Money is neither 
Whig nor Tory, neither of Town nor Country 
Party; and it is not improbable, that a Gentle- 
man would rather chuſe to live upon his own 
Eftate, which brings him Gold and Silver, than 
with the Addition of an Employment ; when his 
Rents and Sallary muſt both be paid in J/ood's 
| Brafs, at above Eighty per Cent. Diſcount. 

For thefe, and many other Reaſons, I am 
confident you need not be under the leaſt Appre- 
henſions, from the ſudden Expectation of the 
Lord Lieutenant, while we continue in our pre- 
ſent hearty Diſpoſition; to alter which, there is 
no ſuitable Temptation can poſſibly be offered: 
And if, as I have often afferted from the beſt 
Authority, the Law hath not left a Power in 


the 
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the Croton to force any Money, except Sterling, 
upon the Subject; much leſs can the Crown 
devolve ſuch a Power upon another, 


THis I ſpeak with the utmoſt Reſpect to 


the Perſon and Dignity of his Excellency the 


Lord Carteret; whoſe Character was lately given 
me, by a Gentleman that hath known him from 
his firſt Appearance in the World: That Gentle- 

man deſcribes him as a young Man of great Ac- 
compliſhments, excellent Learning, Regular in 
his Life, and of much Spirit and Vivacity. He 
hath ſince, as I have heard, been employed 
abroad; was principal Secretary of State; and is 
now about the 37th Year of his Age appointed 


Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, From ſuch a Go- 


vernour this Kingdom may reaſonably hope for 
as much Proſperity, as under ſo many Diſcou- 
ragements it can be capable of receiving. 


Ir is true indeed, that within the Memory of 


Man, there have been Governors of ſo much 


Dexterity, as to carry Points of terrible Conſe- 


quence to this Kingdom, by their Power with 


thoſe who are in Office; and by their Arts in 


managing or deluding others with Oaths, Afa- 
bility, and even with Dinners, If Wood's Braſs 
had, in thoſe Times, been upon the Anvil, it is 
obvious eaough to conceive what Methods would 


have been taken, Depending Perſons would 


have been told in plain Terms, that it was a 
| Service 


3 
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Service expected from them, under the Pain of the 
publick Buſineſs being put into more complying 
Hands. Others would be allured by Promiſes. 
To the Country Gentlemen, beſides good Words, 
Burgundy and Cloſeting ; it might, perhaps, 
have been hinted, how &:mdly it would be taken 
to comply with a Reyal Patent, although it were 
not compulſary. That if any Inconveniencies en- 
ſued, it might be made up with other Graces or 
Favours hereafter : That Gentlemen ought to con- 
ſider, whether it were prudent or ſafe to diſguſt 
England: They would be deſired to think of [ome 
good Bulls for encouraging of Trade, and ſetting 
the Poor to work: Some further Acts againſt Po- 
pery, and for uniting Proteſtants. There would 
be ſolemn Engagements, that we ſhould never 
be troubled with above Forty Thouſand Pounds in 
his Coin, and all of the beſt and weightieft Sort; 
for which we ſhould only give our Manufactures 
in Exchange, and keep our Gold and Silver at 
| home, Perhaps, a ſeaſonable Report of ſome In- 
vaſion would have been ſpread in the moſt proper 
Funfure ; which is a great Smoother of Rubs 
in publick Proceedings: And we ſhould have 
been told, that this was no Time to create Dif- 

ferences, when the Kingdom was in Danger. 
THEss, I ſay, and the like Methods, would, 
in corrupt Times, have been taken to let in this 
Deluge of Braſs among us: And, I am confident, 
| 3 would 


| 
| 
{ 
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would even then have not ſucceeded; much leſs 
under the Adminiſtration of ſo excellent a Perſon 
as the Lord Carteret; and in a Country, where 
the People of all Ranks, Parties, and Denomi- 
nations, are convinced to a Man, that the utter 
undoing of themſelves and their Poſterity for 
ever, will be dated from the Admiſſion of that 
execrable Coin: That if it once enters, it can 
be no more confined to a ſmall or moderate 
Quantity, than the Plague can be confined to a 
few Families; and that no Equivalent can be 
given by any earthly Power, any more than a 
dead Carcaſs can be recovered to Life by a Cor- 
dial. 

THERE is one comfortable Circumſtance in 
this univerſal Oppoſition to Mr. 1/24, that the 
People ſent over hither from England, to fill ug 
our Vacancies, Eccleſiaſtical, Civil and Military, 
are all on our Side: Money, the great Divider 
of the World, hath, by a ſtrange Revolution, 
been the great Uniter of a moſt divided People. 
Who would leave a hundred Pounds a Year in 
England, (a Country of Freedom) to be paid a 
Thouſand in Ireland out of Hood's Exchequer ? 
The Gentleman they have lately made Primate, 
would never quit his Seat in an Engliſb Houſe of 
Lords, and his Preferments at Oxford and 
Briſtel, worth twelve hundred Pounds a Year, 


for four Tunes the Denomination here, but not 


half 
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half the Value: Therefore, I expect to hear he 
will be as good an Triſhman, at leaſt, upon this 
ene Article, as any of his Brethren; or even of 
Us, who have had the Misfortune to be born in 
this Iſland. For thoſe who, in the common 
Phraſe, do not come hither to learn the Language, 
would never change a better Country for a worſe, 
to receive Braſs inſtcad of Gold, 


ANoTHER Slander ſpread by od and his 
Emiſſaries is, that, by oppoſing him, we diſco- 
ver an Inclination to ſhake off our Dependance 
upon the Crown of England. Pray obſerve, how 
important a Perſon is this fame William Mood; 
and how the publick Weal of two Kingdoms, is 
involved in his private Intereſt. Firſt, all thoſe 
who refuſe to take his Coin are Papiſts; for he 
tells us, that none but Papiſts are aſſociated againſt 
him. Secondly, they diſpute the King's Prero- 
gative. Thirdlv, they ar? ripe for Rebellion. 
And Fourthly, they are going to ſhake off their 
Dependance upon the Crown of England; that 
is to ſay, they are going to chuſe another King : 
For there can be no other Meaning in this Ex- 
preſſion, however ſome may pretend to ſtrain it. 
Ap this gives me an Opportunity of ex- 
plaining, to thoſe who are ignorant, another 
Point, which hath often ſwelled in my Breaſt. 
Thoſe who come over hither to us from England, 
and fome weak People . ourſelves, when; 
ever, 
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ever, in Diſcourſe, we make mention of Liberty 
and Property, ſhake their Heads, and tell us, 
that Ireland is a depending Kingdom; as if they 
would ſeem, by this Phraſe, to intend, that the 
People of Ireland is in ſome State of Slavery or 
Dependance, different from thoſe of England. 
| Whereas, a depending Kingdom is a modern Term 
of Art; unknown, as I have heard, to all an- 
tient Civilians, and Writers upon Government; 

and Ireland is, on the contrary, called in ſome 
Statutes an Imperial Crown, as held only from 
God; which is as high a Style, as any King- 
dom i capable of receiving. Therefore by thi, 
Expreſſion, a depending Kingdom, there is no 
more underſtood, than that by a Statute made 
here, in the 33d Year of Henry VIII, The King 
and his Succeſſors, are to be Kings Imperial of this 
. Realm, as united and knit to the Imperial Crown 
of England. I have looked over all the Engliſb 
and Triſh Statutes, without finding any Law 
that makes Ireland depend upon England, any 
more than England doth upon Ireland. We 
have, indeed, oblidged ourſelves to have the ſame 
King with them ; and conſequently they are ob- 
lidged to have the ſame King with us. For the 
Law was made by our own Parliament; and our 
Anceſtors then were not ſuch Fools (whatever 
they were in the preceeding Reign) to bring them- 
ſelves under 1 know . not what Dependance, 
which 


„. 


which is now talked of, without any Ground 

of Law, Reaſon, or common Senſe. | 
LET whoever think otherwiſe, IMB. 

Drapier, deſire to be excepted. For I declare, 


next under God, I depend only on the King my 
Sovereign, and on the Laws of my own Coun- 


try. And I am ſo far from depending. upon the 


People of England, that, if they ſhould ever 
rebel againſt my Sovereign, (which Gop forbid) 
I would be ready at the firſt Command from his 


Majeſty, to take Arms againſt them; as ſome 
of my Countrymen did againſt theirs at Prefton. 


And, if ſuch a Rebellion ſhould prove ſo ſucceſs- 
ful as to. fix the Pretender on the Throne of Eng- 
land; I would venture to. tranſgreſs that Statute 
ſo far, as to looſe every Drop of my Blood, to 
hinder him from being King of Ireland. 

IT is. true, indeed, that within the Memory 


of Man, the Parliaments of England have ſome- 


times aſſumed the Power of binding this King- 


dom, by Laws enacted there; wherein they were, 


at firſt, openly eppoſed (as far as Truth, Reaſon, 
and Juſtice are capable of oppoſing) by the famous 


Mr. Melineaux, an Engliſh Gentleman born 
here; as well as by ſeveral of the greateſt Pa- 


triots, and % J/higs in England; but the Love 


and Torrent of Power prevailed. Indeed, the 


Arguments on both Sides were inv incible. For 


in Reaſon, all Government without the Conſent 
Vol. vii, F of 


— 
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of the Governed, is the very Definition of Slo- 
very But in Fact, eleven Men well armed, will 
certainly ſubdue one fingle Man in his '$ bire. 
But I have done. For thoſe who have uſed 
Power to cramp Liberty, have gone ſo far as to 
reſent even the Liberty of Complaining ; although 
a Man upon the Rack, was never known to be 
refuſed the Liberty of roaring as loud as he 
thought fit. 

Ap, as we are apt to int too ed wade 
unreaſonable Fears, ſo we are too ſoon inclined 
to be raiſed by groundleſs Hopes, (according to 
the Nature of all conſumprive Bodies like ours.) 
"Thus, it hath been given about for ſeveral Days 
paſt, 1118 Somebody in England, empowered a 


ſecond Somebody to write to a third Somebody 


here, to aſſure us, that we ſhould no more be 
troubled with thoſe Half-pence. And this is re- 
ported to have been done by the“ ſame Perſon, 
who was faid to have ſworn ſome Months ago, 
that ke would ram them down our Threats. 
{though 1 doubt they would flick in our Stomachs ) 
But which ever of theſe Reports is true or falſe, 
it is no Concern of ours. For, in this Point, 
we have nothing to do with Engliſh Minifters - 
And 1 ſhould be ſorry to leave it in their Power 
to redreſs this Grievance, or to enforce i it: For 
the Report of the Committee hath given me a 


Mr. Walpole, now (1724) Sir Robert, 


Sur feit. 


F 
Furfeit, The Remedy is wholly in your own 
Hands; and therefore I have digreſſed a little, in 
order to refreſh and continue that Spirit fo ſea- 
ſonably raiſed amongſt you; and to let you ſee, 
that by the Laws of Gop, of NATUR x, of 
Nr ions, and of your own Country, you ARE 
and OUGHT to be as FREE 2 People as your 
Brethren in England. 

Ix the Pamphlets publiſhed at London OS 
Word and his Fourneymen, in Defence of his 
| Cauſe, were Re-printed here, and that our 
Countrymen could be perſuaded to read them, 
they would convince you of his wicked Deſign, 
more than all I ſhall ever be able to ſay. In 
Pa I make him a perfect Saint, in Compa- . 
rifon of what he appears to be, from the Wri- 
tings of thoſe whom he Hires to juſtify his Pro- 
jeck. But he is ſo far Maſter of the Field (let 
others gueſs the Reaſon) that no London Printer 
dare publiſh any Paper written in Favour of Jre- 
land : And here no Body hath yet been ſo bold, 
as to publiſh any Thing in Favour of him. 
THERE was a few Days ago a Pamphlet ſent 
me of near 50 Pages, written in Favour of Mr. 
Mood and his Coinage ; printed in London : It 
is not worth anſwering, becauſe probably it will 
never be | publiſhed here: But it gave me an 
Occafion, to reflect upon an Unhappineſs we lie 
| —_ that the People of E nglaud are utterly 


F2 ignorant 
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ignorant of our Caſe: Which, however, is no 
Wonder; ſince it is a Point they do not in the 
leaſt concern themſelves about; farther than, 
perhaps, as a Subject of Diſcourſe in a Coffee- 
Houſe, when they have nothing elſe to talk of. 
For I have Reaſon to believe, that no Miniſter 
ever gave himſelf the Trouble of reading any 
Papers written in our Defence ; becauſe I ſup- 
poſe their Opinions are already determined, and 
are formed wholly upon the Reports of Mood and 
his Accomplices; elſe it would be impoſſible, 
that any Man could have the Impudence, to 
write ſuch a Pamphlet, as I have mentioned. 
Ou Neighbours, whoſe Underſkandings are 
Juſt upon a Level with Ours (which perhaps are 
none of the Brighteſt) have a ſtrong Contempt 
for moſt Nations, but eſpecially for Ireland. 
| They look upon us as a Sort of Savage 1r:/h, 


whom our Anceſtors conquered feveral hundred 
Years ago: And if I ſhould deſcribe the Br:tons 


to you, as they were in Cæſar's Time, when 
they painted their Bodies, or cloathed themſelves 
with the Skins of Beafts, I ſhould act full as rea- 
ſonably as they do. However, they are fo far 
to be excuſed, in relation to the preſent Subject, 
that, bearing only one Side of the Cauſe, and 
having neither Opportunity nor Curioſity. to ex- 
amine the other, they believe a Lye, merely tor 
their Eaſe; and — becauſe Mr. Moc 

| pretends 
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pretends to have Power, he hath alſo Reaſon on 
his Side, 

THEREFORE, to let you ſee how this Caſe is 
repreſented in England by Nied and his Adhe- 
rents, I have thought it proper to extract out of 
that Pamphlet, a few of thoſe notorious Falſ- 
hoods, in Point of Fa? and Reaſoning, con- 
tained therein; the Knowledge whereof, will 
confirm my Countrymen in their Ozon Right 
Sentiments, when they will fee by comparing 


both, how much their Enemies are in the M vong. 


Fixsr, The Writer poſitively aſſerts, That 
Wood's Half-pence were current among us for 


" ſeveral Months, with the univerſal Approbation b 


of all People, without one ſingle Gain-ſayer ; and 


| we all to a Man thought eur ſelves Happy in ha- 


ving them. 

SzconDLy, He affirms, That we were drawn 
into a Diſtile of them, only by ſame Cunning Evil- 
deſigning Men among us, tho oppoſed this Patent 
of Wood, 40 get another for themſelves. | 

Tua, That thoſe who moſt declared at 
firft againſt Woop's Patent, were the very Men 
tubo intend to get another for their own Advan- 
tage. 1 85 
— FourTHLy, That our Parliament and Privy- 
Council, the Lord Mayer and Aldermen of Dub- 

lin, the Grand-Furies and Merchants, and in 
Hoort the whole Krngdom ; nay, the very Dogs 
F 2 (as 


102 The DRAPIER's LETTERS. 

(as he expreſſeth it) were fond of thoſe Half-pence, 

till they were inflamed by thoſe fewo deſigning Per- 

ſons aforeſaid. 

Fir rr, He fays directly, That all tho ſe 

who oppoſed the Half-pence, were Papiſts, and 

Enemies to King George. | | 
Tuus far I am confident, the moſt ignorant 


among you can fafely ſwear from your own 


. Knowledge, that the Author is a moſt notorious 
Lyar in every Article; the direct contrary being 
ſo manifeſt to the whole Kingdom, that if Oc- 


caſion required, we might get it confirmed under 


Ziue hundred thouſand Hands. 

 S1xTHLY, He would perſuade us, That if 
ve fell Five Shillings worth of our Goods or Ma- 
nufaftures far Two Shillings and Four-pence 
worth of Copper, although the Copper were melted 


down, and that we could get Five Shillings in 


Gold and Silver for the ſame Goods ; yet to take 
the ſaid Two Shillings and Four-pence in C per, 
wiuld le greatly for our Advantage. 

And Laſtly, He makes us a very fair Offer, 
as empowered by Wood, That if we will take 
off Two hundred thouſand Pounds in bis. Half- 


pence for our Goods, and likewiſe pay him Three 


per Cent. Intereſt for Thirty Years, for an hun- 
dred and twenty thouſand Pounds (at which. be 
computes the Coinage abave the intrinſick Value of 
the Copper) for the Loan "YT his Coin, he will 
| after 


[ 
f 
| 
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* that Time give us good Money for what 
Half-pence will be then left. 

LI ᷑r me place this Offer in as clear a TI.ighs 
as I can, to ſhew the unſupportable Villainy and 
Impudence of that incorrigible Wretch. Firſt 
(ſays he) I will ſend Two hundred thouſand 
Pounds of my Coin into your Country: The Cop- 
per I compute to be in real Value Eighty thouſand 
Pounds, and I charge you with an hundred and 
twenty thouſand Pounds for the Coinage ; ſo that 
you ſee, I lend you an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand Pounds for Thirty Years; for which you ſhaly 
pay me Three per Cent. That is to ſay, Three 
thouſand fix hundred Pounds, per Ann. which in 
Thirty Years will amount to an Hundred and eight 
thouſand Pounds. Aud when theſe Thirty Years 
are expired, return me my Copper, and I will. 
give you good Money for it. 

Tuts is the Propoſal made to us hs Mood in 
that Pamphlet, written by one of his Commiſ- 
fioners And the Author is ſuppoſed: to be the. 
ſame infamous Coleby, one of his Under-Swearer , 
at the Committee of Council, who was tryed for 
| Robhing the Treaſury here, where he was an 
Under - Clerk. | 


By this Propoſal be will firſt receive Two 
hundred thouſand Pounds, in Goods or Sterling, 


for as much Copper as he values at, Eighty 
thouſand Pounds; but in Reality not worth 


F4-: Tony 
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Thirty thouſand Pounds. Secondly, he will re- 
ceive for Intereſt an Hundred and eight thouſand 
Pounds: And when our Children come Thirty 
Years hence, to return his Half-pence upon his 
Executors (for before that Time he will be pro- 
bably gone to his own Place) thoſe Executors will 
very reaſonably reject them as Raps and Counter- 
feits 3 which they will be, and Millions of them 
of his own Coinage. 
ME THxEkEs, I am fond of ſuch a Dealer _ 
this, who mends every Day upon our Hands, 
like a Dutch Reckoning; where, if you Shure 
the Unreaſonableneſs and Exorbitance of the 
Bill, the Landlord ſhall bring it up every Time 
with new Additions. | 
ALTHOUGH theſe and the like Pamphlets, 
publiſhed by Hood in London, be altogether un- 
known here, where no body-could read them, 
without as much Indignation as Contempt would 
allow; yet I thought it proper to give you 2 
Specimen how the Man employs his Time; 
where he Rides alone without any Creature to 
contradict him; white our PE WFRTEN DS 
there wonder at our Silence: And the Engliſh in 
general, if they think of this Matter =t all, im- 
pute our Refuſal to W#ilfulneſs dt Diſaffection, 


juſt as Nied and his Hirelings are pleaſed to 


| repreſent, | 
Bur 
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Bur although our Arguments are not ſuffered 
to be printed in England, yet the Conſequence 
will be of little Moment. Let Food endeavour 
to perſuade the People There, that we ought to 
Receive his Coin; and let me Convince our Peo- 
ple Here, that they ought to Rye it under 
Pain of our utter Undoing, And then let him 
do his Beft and his Worſt. 

BxroxE I conclude, I muſt beg Leave, in all 

Humility to tell Mr. Food, that he is guilty of 
great [ndiſcretion, by cauſing fo honourable a 
Name as that of Mr. Walpole to be mentioned 
ſo often, and in ſuch a Manner, upon his Occa- 
ſion. A ſhort Paper, printed at Briſtol, and 
re- printed here, reports Mr. ed to fay, that 
be wonders at the Impudence and Inſolence of the 
Iriſh, in refuſing his Coin, and what be will de 
when Mr. Walpole comes to Town, Where, by 
the Way, he is miſtaken; for it is the true Exe- 
gliſh People of Freland, who refuſe it; although 
we take it for granted, that the {ri will do fo 
too, whenever they are asked. In another print- 
ed Paper of his contriving, it is roundly expreſ- 
ſed, that Mr. alpole will cram bit Braſs down. 
aur Thraats. Sometimes it is given out, that 
we muſt either take theſe Half-pence or eat our 
 Brogues. And, in another News-Letter but of 
3 we read, that the ſame great Man 
F 5 | bath 
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zuth ſworn to make us ſwallow his Coin in Fire- 
Balls. | 
Tris brings to my Mind the known Story 
of a Scotebman, who receiving Sentence of 
Death, with all the Circumſtances of Hanging, 
Beheading, Quartering, Emboweliing, and the 
like; cried out, I bat need all this Cook ERK Y? 
And I think we have Reaſon to ask the ſame 
Queſtion: For if we believe Mood, here is a 
| Dinner getting ready for us, and you fee the 
Bull of Fare; and I am forry the Drink was 
torgot, which might eaſily be ſupplied with mel- 
id Lead and Flaming Pitch, 

WHAT vile Words are theſe to put into the 
Mouth of a great Counſellor, in high Truſt 
with his Majeſty, and looked upon as a prime 
XIiniſter? If Mr, J/od hath no better a Man- 
ner of repreſenting his Patrons; when I come to 
be a Great Man, he ſhall never be ſuffered to 


attend at my Levee. This is not the Style of 


a Great Miniſter; it favours too much of the 
Kettle and the Furnace ; and came entirely out 


of Wad's Farge. 


As for the Threat of making us eat our 
Brogues, we need not be in Pain; for if his 
Coin ſhould paſs, that Lapolite covering for the 
Feet, would xo longer be a National Reproach ; 
becauſe, then we ſhould have neither Shoe nor 

Brogue left in the Kingdom. But here the Falſ- 
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hood of Mr. Mood is fairly detected; for I am 
confident Mr. Walpole never heard ef a Bregue 
in his whole Life. 

As to Swallowing theſe Half-pence in Fire- 
balls, it is a Story. equally improbable. For, to 
execute this Operation, the whole Stock of Mr. 
IW/:2d's Coin and Metal muſt be melted down, 
and molded into hollow Balls with 1/ild-fire, no 
bigger than a reaſonable Throat can be able to 
ſwallow. Now; the Metal he hath prepared, 
and already coined, will amount to at leaft Fifty 
Millions of Half-pence to be Swallowed by a 
Million and a Half of People; fo that allowing 
Two Half-pence to each Ball, there will be 
about Seventeen Balls of Wild. fire a- piece, to 
be ſwallowed by every Perſon in the Kingdom : 
And to adminiſter this Doſe, there cannot be 
conveniently fewer than Fifty Thouſand Opera- 
ters, allowing one Operator to every Thirty; 
which, conſidering the Sgucamiſbneſs of ſome 
Stomachs, and the Peeviſhneſs of Young Children, 
is but reaſonable. Now, under Correction of 
better Judgments, I think the Trouhle and 
Charge of ſuch an Experiment, would exceed 
the Profit ; and therefore I take this Report to be 
ſpurious; or, at leaſt, only a new Scheme of Mr. 
Mood himſelf; which, to make it paſs the better 
Ireland, he would Father it upon a Min ter 
7 — 


Bur 
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Bur 1 will now demonſtrate, beyond · all Con- 
tradiction, that Mr. Walpole is againſt this Pro- 
jet of Mr. Word; and is an entire Friend to 
Ireland; only by this one invincible Argument, 
That he has the Univerſal Opinion of being a 
wife Man, an able Miniſter, and in all his Pro- 
_ ceedings, purſuing the True Intereſt of the King 
his Mafter : And that, as his Integrity is above 
all Corruption, ſo is his Fartune above all Temp- 
tation, I reckon therefore, we are perfectly ſafe 
from that Corner; and ſhall never be under the 
Neceſſity of Contending with ſo Formidable a 
Power; but be leſt to poſſeſs our Brogues and 
Potatges in Pee, as * Remote from Thunder as 
zue are from Jupiter, 


I am, My dear Countrymen „ your Loving 
Fellow-Subjef?, Fellow-Sufferer, and Hum- 


ble Servant, 


| Oct. 13, 1724. | M. B, 
* Precul à Jour, precul 2 fulnine, 


AW asse 


Fins 


— — 
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In about a Month after the Proclama- 
tion was publiſhed, offering Three | 
hundred Pounds Reward for diſco- 
vering the Author of the preceding 
Letter, the following Paper was 
publiſhed. 


—— 8 A 


The PRESENTMENT of the 
. of the County of the City of 


HERE As ſeveral great Quantities 
of baſe Metal coined, commonly 
A Y called #7od's Half-pence, have been 
IS brought into the Port of Dudlin, 
and lodge in ſeveral, Houſes of this City, with 
an Intention to make them paſs clandeſtinely, 
among his Majeſty's Subjects of this Kingdom; 


notwithſtanding the Addreſſes of both Houſes of 

Parliament, and the Privy-Council, and the De- 

_ clarations of moſt of the Corporations of this 
MET City 
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City againſt the faid Coin: And whereas his 
Majeſty hath been graciouſly pleaſed to leave his 


loyal Subjects of this Kingdom, at Liberty to 
take or refuſe the ſaid Half-pence. 


-Ws the Grand-Fury of the County of the 
City of Dublin, this Michaelmas. Term, 1724, 
having entirely at Heart his Majeſty's Intereſt, 
and the Welfare of our Country, and heing 
throughly ſenſible of the great Diſcouragement 
which Trade hath ſuffered by the Apprehenſions 
of the ſaid Coin; whereof we have already felt 
the diſmal Effects; and that the Currency there- 
of will inevitably tend to the great Diminution 
of his Majeſty's Revenue, and the Ruin of us 
and our Poſterity: Do preſent all ſuch Perſons 
as have attempted, or ſhall endeavour by Fraud, 

or otherwiſe, to impoſe the ſaid Half-pence upon 
us, contrary to his Majeſty's moſt” gracious In- 
tentions, as Enemies to his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment, and to the Safety, Peace, and Welfare of 
all his Majeſty's Subjects of this Kingdom; whoſe. 
Affections have been ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed 
by their Zeal to his illuſtrious Family, before his 
bappy Acceſſion to the Throne, and by their 
continued Loyalty ever ſince. 

As we do, with all juſt Gratitude, acknow. 
ledge the Services of all ſuch Patriots, as have 
been eminently zealous for the Intereſt of his 


Majeſty, and this Country, in detecting the frau- 
dulent 
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dulent Impoſitions of the faid Nood, and prevent- 

ing the paſſing his baſe Coin: So we do, at the 

ſame Time, declare our Abhorrence and Deteſta- 

tion of all Reflections on his Majeſty, and his 
Government; and that we are ready, with our 

Lives and Fortunes, to defend his Moſt Sacred | 
Majeſty againſt the Pretender, and all his Ma- | 

jeſty's _—— Enemies, both at home ö 
and abroad. | 

Given under our Hands, at the Grand-Jury 
Chamber, this 28th of November, 1724. 


. George Ferbes, c David Tew, 
William E npſon, Thomas Ho, 

VMatbaniel Pearſon, Jan Jones, 
FW; ofeph Nuttall, ames Brotun, 


William Afton, Charles Lyndon, 
Stearn Tighe,  Ferom Bredin, 
Richard Walker, 'Fohn Sican, 
Edmond French, Anthony Brunton, 

ohn Vereilles, Thomas Gaven, 


Philip Pearſon, Daniel Elwood, 1 
Thomas Robins, Tohn Brunet, N 
Richard Dawſon, | 


— * 
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Bean 


Seaſorable ADVICE to the Grand- 
Jr, concerning the Bill preparing 


_ againſt the Printer of the preceding 
Letter. 


| therc are "Wa — ee to 
be conſidered by thoſe Gentlemen, 


before they e determine upon it. 


FigsT, They are to conſider; that the Au- 
thor of the ſaid Pamphlet did write three other 
Diſcourſes on the fame Subject; which, inſtead 
of being cenſured, were univerſally approved by 
the RY Nation; and were allowed to. have 
raiſed, and continued that Spirit. among us, 


which hitherto hath kept out Mood's Coin. 


For, all Men will grant, that, if thoſe Pam- 
phlets had not been writ, his Coin muſt have 
over- run the Nation ſome Months ago. 


SECONDLY, It is to be conſidered, that this 
Pamphlet, againſt which a Proclamation hath 
been 
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deen iſſued, is writ by the ſame Author; that 
no body ever doubted the Innocence and Good- 
neſs of his Deſign ; that he appears, through the 
whole Tenor of it, to be a loyal Subject to his 
Majeſty ; and devoted to the Houſe of Hanover ; 
and -declares himſelf, in a Manner, peculiarly 
zealous againſt the Pretender. And if ſuch a 
Writer, in four ſeveral Treatiſes on fo nice a 
Subject, where a Royal Patent is concerned, and 
Where it was neceilary to ſpeak of England, and 
of Liberty ; ſhould in one or two Places, happen 

to let fall an inadvertent Expreſſion, it would be 
Hard to condemn him, after all the Good he hath, | 
done; eſpecially, when we conſider, that he could 6 
have no poſſible Deſign in View, either of Ho- | 
nour, or Profit; but * THE Goon or 
His CounrRx. 


; Tub, It ought to be wiloulitnnd, 
þ whether any one Expreſſion in the id Pam- 
phlet, be really liable to a juſt Exception; much 
leſs to be found wicked, malicious, ſeditious, re- 
 flefting upon his Majeſty and bis Miniſtry, &c. 
Tux two Points in that Pamphlet, which, it 
is faid, the Proſecutors intend chiefly to fix on, 
are, Firſt, where the Author mentions the Pen- 
ner of the King's Anſwer, Firſt, it is well 
known, his Majeſty is not Maſter of the Englifs 
Tongue; and therefore, it is neceſſary that ſome i 
other Perſon ſhould be employed to pen what he 
3 hath 
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hath to ſay, or write in that Language. Se- 
condly, his Majeſty's Anſwer is not in the firſt 
Perſon, but the third. It is not faid, WE ARE 
CONCERNED, or Our ROYAL PREDpEcEs- 
SORS ; but, HIs MaJjesTy ig concerned, and 
his ROYAL PrEDECEsSSOR, By which it is 
plain, theſe are properly not the Words of his 
Majeſty ; but fuppoſed to be taken from him, 
and tranſmitted hither by one of his Miniſters. 
Thirdly, it will be eaſily ſeen, that the Author 
of the Pamphlet delivers his Sentiments upon this 
Particular, with the utmoſt Caution and Reſpect, 
as any impartial Reader will obſerve. | 
Fux ſecond Paragraph, which, it is faid, will 
be taken Notice of, as a Motive to find the Bill, 
is what the Author ſays of Ireland, being a dipen- 
dent Kingdim. He explains all the Dependency 
he knows of; which is a Law made in Ireland, 
whereby it is enacted, that whoever is King of 
England, ſhall be King of Ireland. Before this 
Explanation be condemned, and the Bill found 
upon it, it would be proper that ſome Lawyers 
ſhould fully inform the Jury, what other Law 
_ there is, either Statute or Common, for this De- 
pendency ; and if there be no Law, there is no 
Tranſgreſſion. | 

Tu fourth Thing, very maturely to be con- 
ſidered by the Jury, is, what Influence their find- 
ing che Bill may have upon the Kingdom: The 
; People 
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People in general find no Fault in the Drapier's 
laſt Book, any more than in the three former; 
and therefore, when they hear it is condemned 
by a Grand- Jury of Dublin, they will conclude 
it is done in Favour of Moad's Coin: they will 
think we of this Town have changed our Minds, 
and intend to take thoſe Half- pence, and there- 
fore that it will be in vain for them to ſtand out : 
So that the Queſtion comes to this : Which will 
be of the worſt Conſequence ; to let paſs one or 
two Expreſſions, at the worſt only unwary, in 
2 Book written for the publick Service; or to 
leave a free open Paſſage for J/eood's Braſs to over- 

run us, by which we ſhall be undone for ever? 
Tux fifth Thing to be conſidered, is, that the 
Members of the Grand- Jury being Merchants, 
and principal Shop-keepers, can have no. ſuitable 
Temptation offered them, as a Recompence for 
the Miſchief they will do, and ſuffer, by letting 
in this Coin ; nor can be at any Loſs, or Dan- 
ger, by rejecting the Bill: They do not expect 
any Employments in the State, to make up in 
their own private Advantage, by the Deſtruc- 
tion of their Country: Whereas, thoſe who go 
about to adviſe, entice, or threaten them to find 
that Bill, have great Employments ; which they 
have a mind to keep, or to get greater; as it 
was likewiſe the Caſe of all thoſe who ſigned the 
Proclamation, to have the Author proſecuted. 
| And 
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And therefore, it is known, that his race the 
Lord Archbiſhop ef Dublin, ſo renowned for his 
Picty and W :{dom, and Love of his Country, 
abſolutely refuſed to condemn the Book, or the 
Author. 

LAST ILV, It ought to be conſidered what 
Conſequenee the finding the Bill, may have upon 
a poor Man, perfectly innocent; I mean the 
Printer. A Lawyer may pick out Expreſſions, 
and make them liable to Exception, where no 
other Man is able to find any: But how can it 
be ſuppoſed, that an ignorant Printer can be ſuch 
a Critick? He knew the Author's Deſign was 
honeſt, and approved by the whole Kingdom ; 
He adviſed with Friends, who told him there 
was no Harm in the Book, and he could ſee none 
himſelf, It was ſent him in an unknown Hand; 
but the ame in which he received the three 
former. He and his Wife have offered to take 
their Oaths, that they knew not the Author; 
and therefore, to find a Bill that may bring a 
Puniſhment upon the Innocent, will appear very 
bard, to ſay no worſe, For, it will be impoſ- 
ſible to find the Author, unlefs he will pleaſe to 
diſcover himſelf ; although I wonder he ever con- 
cealed his Name. But, I ſuppoſe, what he did 
at firſt out of Modeſty, he continues to do out 
of Prudence. G protect Us and Him. 


III I 
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IWII I conclude all with a Fable, aſcribed to 
Demoſthenes : He had ſerved the People of Athens 
with great Fidelity, in the Station of an Orator; 


when, upon a certain Occaſion, apprehending to 


be delivered over to his Enemies, he told the 
Athenians, his Countrymen, the following Story : 
Once, upon a Time, the Valves deſired a League 


with the Sheep, upon this Condition: That the 
Cauſe of Strife might be taken away, which was 


the Shepherds and Ma/tiffs : This being granted, 
the Wolves, without all 2 made Havock of 
the Sheep. 


November 11, 
1724. 
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SSL. SEASSZNDASELSS 
The Evening before the Trial, Copies of the pre- 
ceding Paper were conveyed to every Perſon of 
the Grand- Jury; who, moved by the Reaſons 
contained in the ſaid Paper, would not find the 
Bill; whereupon, the Chief Juſtice Whitſhed 
diſſolued the Fury in a Rage: After which, the 
following Extract was publiſhed, and diſperſed 


about the Town, to ſhew the Ilegality of the ſaid 
Whitſhed's Preceeding. = 


An Extract of a Book, entituled, An exact Col- 
lection of the Debates . Flouſe of Commons, 
held at Weſtminſter, Oct. 21, 1680. Pag. 150. 


RESOLUTIONS of the Houſe of Commons 
in England, Nov. the 13th, 1680 
RE vr: x ar. Perſons being examined 
about the Diſmiſſing a Grand- Jury 
in 12:ddl:/ex ; the Houſe came w- 
che following Reſolutions. 
RRESsOLVED, That the Diſcharging of a 
Grand- Jury, by any Judge, before the End of 
the Term, Aſſizes, or Seſſions, while Matters are 
under their Conſideration, and not preſented, is ar- 
bitrary, illegal, deſtructive to publick Juſtice, a 
manifeſt Violation of his Oath, and is a Means to 
ſubvert the Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom. 
RzsoLVED, That a Committee be appointed 
to examine the Proceedings of the Judges in 
W:ftminſter-Hall ; and report the ſame, with 
their Opinion herein, to this Houſe. 


A LET. 


LETTER 


To the Right Honourable the 


Lord Viſcount Moleſworth. 


They compaſſed me about alſo with Words of 
Deceit, and fought againſt me without a Cauſe. 
For my Love they are my * but I 
ive myſelf unto Prayer. 
And they have rewarded me Evil for Good, and 
Hatred for my Love. Pſal. cix. 3, 4, 5. | 
Seek not to be Judge, being not able to take 
away Iniquity, leſt at any Time thou fear the 
| Perſon of the Mighty, and lay a Stumbling 
Bleck in the Way of thy Uprightneſs. | 
Offend not againſt the Multitude of a City, and 
then thou ſhalt not caſt thyſelf down among 
the People. 
Bind not one Sin upon another, far in one thou 
| ſhalt not be unpuniſhed. Ecclus. vii. 6,7, 8. 


Non jam prima peto Mueſtbeut, neque vincere certo - 
Danna Of! Sed 3 boc, Neptune, dedifti 


* 
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Mr. Hardi ing, 


SA HEN 7 ſont you my fone Po. 
2 bers, I cannot ſay I intended you | 
- either Good or Hurt; and yet you 
2 happened through my Means 1 
to receive both. I pray God deliver you from 
any more of the Latter, and increaſe the Former. 
Your Trade, 5 in this Kingdom, ts, of 
all others, thi muſt unfirtunately circumſfantiat- 
ed ; for as you deal in the moſt warthleſs Kind f 
Traſh, the Penny Productions of pennyleſs Scrib- 
blers ; fo you often venture your Liberty, and 
ſometimes your Lives, for the Purchaſe of Half a 
Crown ; and, by. your own {gnorance are — 
far other Mens Actiont. 
I am afraid, you in particular, think you —_ 
Reaſon to complain of me, for your own and your 
Wife's Confinement in Priſon, to your great Ex- 
pence, as well as Hardſhip ; and for a Proſecu- 
tion ſtill impending. But I will tell) you, Mr. 
Harding, how that Matter lands. Since the 
Preſs bath lain under ſo ftrift an [uſpettion, 
thoſe wha have a mind to inform the World, are 
become 


0 
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become ſo cautious, as to keep themſelves, if peſſi | 
ble, out of the May of Danger. My Cuſtom, i 
therefore, is to diftate to a Prentice who can 
write in a feigned Hand ; and what is written, 
we ſend to your Houſe by 4 Black-guard Boy, 
But, at the ſame Time, I do aſſure you, upon my 
Reputation, that I never did ſend you any thing, 
for which I thought you could poſſibly be called to 
an Account. And you will be my Witneſs, that I 
t ahwvays defired you, by a Letter, to take ſome good 
1 Advice before you ventured to print; becauſe I 
#new the Dexterity of Dealers in the Law, at 
finding out ſomething to faſten on, where no Evil 
is meant. I am told, indeed, that vou did accord- 
ingly conſult ſeveral very able Perſons ; and even 
ſome, who afterwards appeared againſt you : To 
which I can only anſwer ; that you muſt either 
change your Adviſers, or determine to print no- 
thing that comes from a Drapier. 


I defire you will ſend the inclaſed Letter, di- 
rected to my Lord Viſcount Moleſworth, at his 
Houſe at Brackdenſtown, near Swords: But J 
would have it ſent printed, for the Convenience 
of his Lordſbip's Reading; becauſe this counter- 
feit Hand of my Prentice, is not very legible. 
And, if you think fit to publiſh it, I would have 
you firſt get it read over carefully by ſome notable 
Lawyer : I am aſſured, you will find enough of 
them who are Friends to the Drapier, and will do 
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it without a Fee; which, I am afraid, you can ill 
afford after all your Expences. For, although I 
have taken ſo much Care, that I think it impoſſible 
to find a Topich out of the following Papers, for 


ſending you again to Priſon ; yet I will not ven- 


ture to be your Guarantee. 

This enſuing Letter, contains only a ſhort Ac- 
count of myſelf, and an humble Apology for my 
former Pamphlets, eſpecially the laſt ; with little 
Mention of Mr. Wood, or his Half-pence ; be- 
cauſe I have already ſaid enough upon that Sub- 
jet, until Occaſion ſhall be given for new Fears; 
and, in that Caſe, you may may perhaps hear 
From me again. 


a .. 
_ Tour Friend, 
and Servant, 


M. B. 


From my Shop in 
St. Francis-ftreet, 
Dec. 14, 1724. 


POS TC RIP. 

For want of Intercourſe between you and 
me, which I never will ſuffer, your People are 
apt to make very groſs Errors in the Preſs; which 


1 deſire you will provide _ 


To 


To the Right Honourable the Lord 
Viſcount Moleſworth, at his Houſe 
at Brackdenſtown, near Swords. 


— =_ REFLECT too hive an the Maxim 
Ee. of common Obſervers, that thoſe 


i 8 who meddle in Matters out of their 


— 


We | Calling, will have Reaſon to re- 
=D pent ; which is now verified in 
me: For, by engaging in the Trade of a Writer, 
I have drawn upon myſelf the Diſpleaſure af the 
Government, ſignified by a Proclamation ; pro- 
miſing a Reward of Three hundred Pounds, to 
the firſt faithful Subject who ſhall be able, and 
inclined to inform againſt me. To which I may 
add, the laudable Zeal and Induſtry of my Lord 
Chief Juſtice Mhitſbed, in his Endeavours to diſ- 
cover ſo dangerous a Perſon. Therefore, whe- 
ther I repent or no, I have certainly Cauſe to do 
ſo; and the common Obſervation ſtill ſtands good. 
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Ir will ſometimes m I know not how, 
in the Courſe of human Affairs, that a Man 
ſhall be made liable to legal Animadverſions, 
where he hath nothing to anſwer for, either to 
God or his Country; and condemned at Weftmin- 
feer-hall, for what he will never be charged with 
at the Day of Judgment. 
Ax rx ſtrictly examining my own Heart, 
and conſult ing ſome Divines of great Reputation, 
cannot accuſe myſelf of any * Malice, or Wick- 
edneſs againſt the Publick; of any Deſigns to ſow 
Sedition ; of reflecting on the King and his Mi- 
nifters ; or of endeavouring to alienate the Aﬀec- 
tions of the People of this Kingdom from thoſe of 
England. All I can charge myſelf with, is a 
weak Attempt to ſerve a Nation in Danger of 
Deſtruction, by a moſt wicked and malicious 


Projector; without waiting until I were called 


to its Aſſiſtance: Which Attempt, however it 
may perhaps give me the Title of Pragmatical 


and Overweening, will never lie a Burthen upon 


my Conſcience, God knows, whether I may 
not, with all my Caution, have already run my 
ſelf into a ſecond Danger, by offering thus much 
in my own Vindication, For I have heard ofa 
Fudge, who, upon the Criminal's Appeal to the 


_ dreadful Day of Judgment, told him, he had in- 


® Articles mentioned in the Indi&ment, and Proclamaticn, 
curred 
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curred a Premunire, for appealing to a foreign 


Fariſdiftion : And of another in Males, who fe- 


verely checked the Priſoner for offering the ſame 


. Plea; taxing him with reflecting on the Court 


by ſuch a Compariſon ; becauſe Compariſons were 
odtous., 

Bur, in Order to make ſome Excuſe for be- 
ing more ſpeculative than others of my Condi - 
tion; I deſire your Lordſhip's Pardon, while I 


am doing a very fooliſh Thing; which is to give 


you ſome little Account of myſelf, 


I was bred at a Free-School, where I acquired 
ſome little Knowledge in the Latin Tongue. I 
ſerved my Apprenticeſhip in London, and there 
ſet up for myſelf with good Succeſs ; until by the 


Death of ſome Friends, and the Misfortunes of 
others, I returned into this Kingdom ; and be- 
gan to employ my Thoughts in cultivating the 
Moollen-Manufacturs through all its Branches; 
vhere in I met with great Diſcouragement, and 
powerful Oppoſers; whoſe Objections appeared 


to me very ſtrange and ſingular. They argued, 


that the People of England would be offended, if 
our Manufactures were brought to equal theirs : 
And even ſome of the Veaving- Trade were my 
Enemies ; which I could not but look upon as 
abſurd and unnatural. I remember your Lord- 


| ſhip, at that Time, did me the Honour to come 
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into my Shop, where I ſhewed you a * Piece of 
black and white Stuff, juſt ſent from the Dyer; 
which you were pleaſed to approve of, and be 
my Cuſtomer for it. 
However, I was ſo mortified, that I re- 
ſolved, for the future, to fit quietly in my Shop, 
and deal in common Goods, like the reft of my 
Brethren ; until it happened ſome Months ago, 
conſidering with myſelf, that the lower and poor - 
er Sort of People wanted a plain, ftrong, coarſe 
Stuff, to defend them againſt cold Eaſterly Winds; 
which then blew very fierce and blaſting for a long 
Time together ; I contrived one on purpoſe, 
which ſold very well all over the Kingdom, and 
preſerved many Thouſands from Agues. I then 
made a + ſecond and a third Kind of Stuffs for 
the Gentry, with the fame Succeſs ; inſomuch, 
that an Ague hath hardly been heard of for ſome 
Time. 
THr1s incited me fo far, that I ventured upon 
4 + fourth Piece, made of the beſt Iriſb Wool l 


could get; and I thought it grave and rich enough 


to be worn by the beſt Lord or Fudge of the 
Land, But, of late, ſome great Folks complain, 
as I hear, that when they had it on, they felt a 
Shudderins in their Limbs, and have thrown it 


* By this is meant, a preceding Diſcourſe in the 6th Volume, entit- 
led. A Propoial for the univerſal Uſe of Ti Manufattures. 
+ Alluding to the Drapier's three firſt Letters, Eo 
| 4 Meaning the fourth Letter, againſt ubich the Proclamation 


off 


LET FUN. 127 


off in a Rage ; curſing to Hell the poor Drapier, 


who invented it : So that I am determined, never 
to work for Perſons of Quality again; except 
for your Lordſhip and a very few more. 

I AssuRE your Lordſhip, upon the Word of 
an honeſt Citizen, that I am not richer, by the 
Value of one of Mr. Noad's Half-pence, with the 
Sale of all the ſeveral Stuffs I have contrived : 
For, I give the whole Profit to the Dyers and 
Preſſers. And, therefore, I hope you will pleaſe: 
to believe, that no other Motive, beſides the 

Love of my Country, could engage me to buſy 
my Head and Hands, to the Loſs of my Time 


and the Gain of nothing but, Vexation and ul 


Will. 


I HAvE now in Hand one Piece of Stuff to be- 


woven on purpoſe for your Lordſhip ; although 
I might be aſhamed to offer it to you, after I 
have confefled, that it will be made only from 


the * Shreds and Remnants of the Mol employed 
in the Former. However, I ſhall work it up as 


well as I can; and at worſt, you need only give 
it among —_ Tenants. 


I Am very ſenſible how ill your Lordſhip is. 


like to be entertained with the Pedantry of a 

Drapier; in the Terms of his own Trade. How 

will the Matter be mended, when you find me 

entering again, although very ſparingly, into an 
* Meaning the preſent Letter, 


G4 Affair 
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Affair of State? For ſuch is now grown the 
Controverſy with Mr. Mood, if ſome great Law- 
yers are to be credited. And as it often happens 
at Play, that Men begin with Farthings, and go 
on to Gold, till ſome of them loſe their Eſtates 
and die in Jay! : So it may poſſibly fall out in my 
Caſe, that by playing too long with Mr. /ood's 
Half-pence, I may be drawn in to pay a Fine, 
double to the Reward for Betraying me; be ſent 
to Priſon, and ot be delivered thence until I ſhall 


have payed the uttermaſt Farthing. 


THeRE are, My Lord, three Sorts of Perſons 
with whom I am reſolved never to diſpute : A 
Flighweyman with a Piſtol at my Breaſt; a Troop 
of Dragoons who come to plunder my Houſe ; 
and a Man of the Law who can make a Merit of 
accuſing me. In each of theſe Caſes, which are 
almoſt the ſame, the beſt Method is to keep out of 
the Way; and the next Beſt is to deliver your Mo- 
ney, ſurrender your Houfe, and confeſs nothing. 

I am told, that the two Points in my laſt Let- 
ter, from which an Occafion of Offence hath 
been taken, are where I mention His Majeſty's 


Anſwer to the Addreſs of the Houſe of Lords 


upon Mr. Mood's Patent; and where I diſcourſe 
upon Ireland's being a Dependant Kingdom. As 


to the former, I can only fay, that I have treat- 
ed it with. the utmoſt Reſpect and Caution; and 


T thought it neceſſary toſhew where Mood's Pa- 
| | | tent 
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tent differed in many eſſential Parts, from alt 
others that ever had been granted ; becauſe, the 
contrary had, for want of due Information, been 
ſo ſtrongly and ſo largely aſſerted. As to the 
other, of Ireland's Dependency ; 1 confeſs to have 
often heard it mentioned, but was never able to 
underſtand what it meant. This gave me the 
Curioſity to enquire among ſeveral Eminent 
Lawyers, who profeſſed they knew nothing of 
the Matter. I then turned over all the Statutes 
of both Kingdoms without the leaſt Information, 
further than an Iriſb Act that I quoted of the 
33d of Henry VIII. uniting Ireland to England 


under one King. I cannot fay, I was ſorry to 


be diſappointed in my Search; becauſe it is cer- 
rain, I could be contented to depend only npon 
God and my Prince, and the Laws of my own 
Country, after the Manner of other Nations. Bat 
ſince my Betters are of a different Opinion, and 
deſire further Dependencies, I ſhall outwardly ſub- 
mit; yet Kill inſiſting in my own Heart, upon 
the Exception I made of M. B. Drapier: Indeed 
that Hint was borrowed from an idle Story I had 
heard in England, which perhaps may be com- 
mon and beaten; but becauſe it infxuates neitler 


Treaſon nor Sedition, L will juſt barely relate it. 


SOME: hundred Years ago, when the Peers 
were ſo great that the Commons were lookeil 
upon as little better than their Dependents; a ill 

1 „255 


130 The DRAIERA's LtTTERS. 
was brought in for making ſome new Additions 
to the Power and Priviledges of the Peerage. 
After it was read, one Mr. Drue, a Member of 
the Houſe, ſtood up, and ſaid, he very much 
approved the Bill, and would give his Vote to 
have it paſs ; hut however, for ſome Reaſons beſt 
. known to himſelf, he deſired that a Clauſe might 
be inſerted for excepting the Family of the Drues. 
The Oddneis of the Propoſition taught others to 
reflect a little; and the Bill was thrown out. 
WurrkER I were miſtaken, or WEN T To0 
FAR in examining the Dependency, muſt be left 
to the impartial Judgment of the World, as we! 
as to the Courts of Judicature ; although indeed 
not in fo effefFual and deciſive a Manner. But 
to affirm, as I hear ſome do, in order to counte- 
| nance a fearful and ſervile Spirit, that this Point 
did not belong to my Subject, is a Falſe and Fooliſh 
Objection. There were ſeveral ſcandalous Re- 
ports induftriouſly ſpread by Mood and his Ac- 
complices, to diſcourage all Oppoſition againſt 
his infamous Project. They gave it out that we 
were prepared for a Rebellion ; that we diſputed 
the King's Prerogative ; and were ſhaking off 
our Dependency. The firſt went ſo far, and ob- 
- tained ſo much Belief againſt the moſt viſible 
Demonſtrations to the contrary, that a great 
Perſon of this Kingdom, now in Exgland, ſent 
over ſuch an Account of it to his Friends, as 
| would 
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would make any good Subject both grieve and 
tremble. I thought it therefore neceſſary to 


treat that Calumny as it deſerved. Then. I 


proved by an invincible Argument, that we could 
have no Intention to diſpute His Majeſty's Pre- 


 rogative ; becauſe the Prerogative was not con- 


cerned in the Queſtion ; the Civilians and Law- 
yers of all Nations agreeing, that Copper is not 
Maney. And laſtly, to clear us from the Impu- 
tation of ſhaking off our Dependency ; I ſhewed 
wherein I thought, and ſhall ever think, this 


| Dependency conſiſted; and cited the Statute 


above-mentioned, made in Jreland; by which 
it is enacted, that whoever is King of England, 
Hall be King of Ireland; and that the Two 
Kingdoms ſhall be for ever knit together under 
ene King. This, as I eonceived, did wholly ac- 
quit us of intending to break our Dependency ; 
becauſe, it was altogether out of our Power: 
For ſurely no King of England will ever conſent 
to the Repeal of this Statute. 
Buer upon this Article I am charged with a 
heavier Accuſation. It is faid I WenT Too 
FAR, when [ declared, that if ever the Pretender 


ſhould come to be fixed upon the Throne of Eng- 


land (which God forbid) I would ſo far venture 


2a tranſgreſs this Statute, that I would hoſe the 


laft Drop of my Blood, before I world ſubmit to 


bim as * of Ireland. 
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Tuts I hear on all Sides, is the ſtrongeſt and 
weightieſt Objection againſt me; and which 


hath given the moſt Offence ; that I ſhould be 


ſo bold to declare againſt a direct Statute ; and 
that any Motive, how ftrong ſoever, could make 
me reject a King whom England ſhould receive. 
Now, if in defending myſelf from this Accuſa- 


tion, I ſhould freely confeſs, that I WznT Too 


FAR; that the Expreſſion was very indiſcreet, 
although occaſioned by my Zeal for His preſent 
Majeſty, and His Proteſtant Line, in the Houſe 
of Hanover ; that I ſhall be careful never to of- 
fend agam in the like kind: And that I hope 
this free Acknowledgement and Sorrow for my 


Error, will be ſome Attonement, and a little 


| ſoften the Hearts of. my powerful Adverfaries : I 
fay, if I ſhould offer ſuch a Defence as this, I ds 
not doubt, but ſome People would wreit it to an 
ill Meaning, by a ſpiteful Interpretation, And 


therefore, ſince I cannot think of any other An- 


ſwer, which that Paragraph can admit, I will 
leave it. to the Mercy of every candid Reader; 
| but ſill without recanting my own Opinion. 
I VIII now venture to tell your Lordſhip a 
Secret, wherein I fear you are too deeply con- 


cerned. Yau will therefore pleaſe to know, that 


this Habit of Writing and Diſcourſing, where- 
in | unfortunately differ from almo/# the whole 
Kingdom, and am apt ta grate the Ears of more 


oe”. WY vs W 


LETTER V. 133 


than J could wiſh; was acquired during my Ap- 


prenticeſhip in London, and a long Reſidence 


there after I had ſet up for my ſelf. Upon my 


Return and Settlement here, I thought I had 
only changed one Cauntry of Freedom for another. 


I had been long converſing with the Writings of 
your Lordſhip, Mr. Locke, Mr. Molineaux, 


Colonel Sidney, and other dangerous Authors, 
who talk of Liberty as a Bleſſing, to which the 
whole Race of Mankind hath an Original Title; 
whereof nothing but unlawful Force can diveſt 
them. I knew a good deal of the ſeveral Gothic 
Inſtitutions in Europe; and by what Incidents 


and Events they came to be deſtroyed: And ] 
ever thought it the moſt uncontrolled and univer- 


ſally agreed Maxim, that Freedom con ſiſts in a 
People being governed by Laws made with their 
own Conſent; and Slavery in the Contrary, | 
have been likewiſe told, and believe it to be true; 


that Liberty and Property, are Words of known 
Uſe and Signification in this Kingdom; and the 


very Lawyers pretend to underſtand, and have 
them often in their Mouths. Fheſe were the 
Errors which have miſled me; and to which 


alone I muſt impute the ſevere Treatment I have 


received, But I ſhall in Time grow wiſer, and 
learn to conſider my Driver, the Road I am in, 
and with whom I am Yeked, This I will venture 
to fay; that the. boldeſt and moſt obnoxiaus 


Words 
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Words I ever delivered, would in England have 

only expoſed me as a ſtupid Fool, who went to 
prove that the Sun ſhone in a clear Summer's 
Day: And I have Witneſſes ready to depoſe, 


that your Lordſhip hath faid and writ fifty 


Times worſe; and, what is ſtill an Aggrava- 
tion, with infinitely more Wit and Learning, 
and ſtronger Arguments: So that as Politicks 
run, I do not know a Perſon of more exception- 
able Principles than your ſelf: And if ever I ſhall 
be diicovered, I think you will be bound in Ho- 
nour to pay my Fine, and ſupport me in Priſon ; 
or elſe I may chance to inform againſt you by 
Way of Repriſal. 

In the mean time, I * your Lordſhip to 


receive my Confeſſion; that if there be any ſuch 
Thing as a Dependency of Ireland upon England, 


otherwiſe than as I have explained it, either by 
the Law of God, of Nature, of Reaſon, of 
Nations, or of the Land (which I ſhall die ra- 
ther then grant) then was the Proclamation 
againſt me, the moſt Merciful that ever was put 
out; and inſtead of accuſing me as Malicious, 
Wicked, and Seditiaus; it might have been di- 
realy as guilty of High Treaſon. 


A I defire is, that the Cauſe of my Coun- 


try againſt Mr. 7/24 may not ſuffer by any In- 
advertency of mine: Whether Jreland depend 


upon England, or only upon God, the King, and 
| the 
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the Law; I hope no Man will aſſert that it de- 
pends upon Mr. Wood. I ſhould be heartily 


| ſorry, that this Commendable Reſentment againſt 


never intended) ſtrike a Damp upon that Spirit 


in all Ranks and Corporations of Men againſt 
the deſperate and ruinous Deſign of Mr. Id. 
Let my Countrymen blot out thoſe Parts in my 
laſt Letter which they diſlike; and let no Ru/? 
remain on my Sword, to cure the Wounds I 
have given to our moſt mortal Enemy. When 


Sir Charles Sedley was taking the Oaths, where 


ſeveral Things were to be Renounced; he faid, 
he loved Renouncing; asked if any more were 
to be Renounced ; for he was ready to Renounce 
as much as they pleaſed. Although I am not fo 
thorough a Renouncer ; yet let me have but Good 
City Security againſt this peſtilent Coinage, and 
1 ſhall be ready not only to Renownce every Syl- 
lable in all my Four Letters, but deliver them 
chearfully with my own Hands into thoſe of the 
common Hangman, to be burnt with no better 
Company than the Coiner s Efiigies ; if any Part 


of it hath eſcaped out of the Secular Hands of 
my faithful Friends the common People. 


Bur, whatever the Sentiments of ſome People 


may be, I think it is agreed that many of thoſe 
| who Subſcribed againſt me, are on the Side of a 


vaſt Majority in the Kingdom, who oppoſed Mr. 
Wa: 
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Wed: And it was with great Satisfaction, that 


I obſerved ſome Right Honourable Names very 


amicably joined with my own at the Bottom of 


a ſtrong Declaration, againſt him, and his Coin. 
But if the Admiſſion of it among us be already 
determined; the worthy Perſon who is to betray 
me, ought in Prudence to do it with all conve- 
nient Speed; or elfe it may be difficult to find 
'Fhree hundred Pounds in Sterling for the Diſ- 
charge of his Hire; when the Publick ſhall have 


loſt Five hundred Thouſand ; if there be ſo much 
in the Nation; beſides Four F itths of its Annual 


Income for ever. 

F am told by Lawyers; that in n 
| between Man and Man, it is of much Weight 
which of them gave the firſt Provocation, or 
ſtruck the firſt Blow. It is manifeſt that Mr. 
MWocd hath done both: And therefore I ſhould 
humbly propoſe to have him firſt Hanged, and 
his Dreſs thrown into the Sea: After which the 
Drapier will be ready to ſtand his Tryal. 7: 


muſt needs be that Offences come; but Noe unto 


him by whom the Offence cometh. If Mr. Wood 
had held his Hand; every body elſe would have 
held their Tongues: And then, there would have 
been little Need of Pamphlets, Furies, or Pro- 
clamations upon this Occaſion. The Provoca- 
tion muſt Needs have been great, which could 


ſtir up an obſcure, indolent Drapier, to become 
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an Author, One would almoſt think, the very 
Stones in the Street would riſe up in ſuch a Cauſe: 
And I am not ſure, they will not & ſ againſt - 
Mr. od, if ever he comes within their Reach. 
It is a known Story of the Dumb Boy, whoſe 
Tongue forced a Paſſage for Speech by the Hor- 
ror of ſeeing a Dagger at his Father's Throat. 
This may leſſen the Wonder, that a Tradeſman 
hid in Privacy and Silence ſhould cry out when 
the Life and being of his Political Mother are at- 


tempted before his Face; and by fo infamous a 


Hand. 
Bur in the mean Time, Mr. Wd the De- 


ftreyer of a Kingdom, walks about in Triumph 


(unleſs it be true, that he is in Jayl for Debt) 


while he who endeavoured to affert the Liberty of 


his Country, is forced to hide his Head for occa- 
ſionally dealing in a Matter of Controverſy. How- 
ever, I am not the firſt who hath been condemn- 
ed to Death for gaining a great Victory over a 
powerful Enemy, by diſobeying for once the 
ftrit Orders of Military Diſcipline. 

I A mM now reſolved to follow (after the uſual 
Proceeding of Mankind, becauſe it is too late) 


the Advice given me by a certain Dean. * He 


ſhewed the Miſtake I was in, of truſting to the 


general good Will of the People ; that I had fuc- 
ceeded hitherto, better than could be expected ; 
* The Author, it is ſuppoſed, means bimſe!f. | A 
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but that ſome unfortunate Circumſtantial Lapſe, 
would probably bring me within the Reach of 
Power: That my good Intentions would be no 
Security. againſt thoſe who watched every Motion 
of my Pen, in the Bitterneſs of my Soul, He 
produced an Inſtance of a Perſon as innocent, as 
diſintereſted, and as well meaning as my ſelf ; who 
had written a + very ſeaſonable and inoffenſive 


Treatiſe, exhorting the People of this Kingdom 
to wear their own Manufactures; for which, 


however, the Printer was proſecuted with the ut- 


_ moſt Virulence; the Fury ſent back nine Times; 


and the Man given up to the Mercy of the Court. 
The Dean further obſerved, that I was in a Man- 
ner left alone to ſtand the Battle; while others, 
who had Ten thouſand. Times better Talents 
than a Drapier, were ſo prudent to lie ſtill; and 
perhaps thought it no unpleaſant Amuſement to 


look on with Safety, while another was giving 


them Diuerſion at the Hazard of his Liberty and 
Fortune; and thought they made a ſufficient Re- 
compence by a little Applauſe : Whereupon he 
concluded with a ſhort Story of a Few at Ma- 
drid ; who being condemned to the Fire on Ac- 
count of his Religion; a Crowd of School-boys 
following him to the Stake, and apprehending 
they might loſe their Sport, if he ſhould happen 


+ The Author means bimelf again; in the Diſcourſe adviſing 


the People of Ireland to wear their own Manufa@ures, 


to 
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ta recant; would often clap him on the Back, and 


_ cry, Sta firme Moyeſe ( Moſes continue fledfaſt.) 


I ALLow this Gentleman's Advice to have 
been very good, and his Obſervations juſt ; and 
in one Reſpect my Condition is worſe than that 
of the Few; for 2 Recantation will ſave me. 
However, it ſhould ſeem by ſome late Proceedings, 
that my State is not altogether deplorable. This 
I can impute to nothing but the Steddineſs of ta 


impartial Grand Juries; which hath confirmed 


in me an Opinion I have long entertained; that, 
as Philoſophers fay, Virtue is ſeated inthe Middle ; 


© in another Senſe, the little Virtus left in the 


World is chiefly to be found among the muddle 


of her Paths by Ambition, nor driven by Poverty. 

SINCE the Proclamation, occaſioned by my 
laſt Letter, and a due Preparation for proceeding 
againſt me in a Court of Juſtice, there have been 


two priated Papers clandeſtinely ſpread about; 


whereof no Man is able to trace the Original, 
further than by Conjecture; which, with its uſual 
Charity, lays them to my Account. The former 
is entituled, Seaſonable Advice, and appears to 
bave been intended for Information of the Grand- 
Jury ; upon the Suppoſition of a Bill to be pre- 
pared againſt that Letter. The other is an Ex- 


tract from a printed Book of Parliamentary Pro- 
ceedings, in the Year 1680 ; containing an an- 


Sry 


Rank of Mankind; who are neither allured out 
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England, againſt diſſolving Grand-Furies, As 
to the former, your Lordſhip will find it to be 
the Work of a more artful Hand, than that of a 
common Drapier. It hath been cenſured for en- 
deavouring to influence the Minds of a Jury, 
which ought to be wholly free and unbyaſled ; and 
for that Reaſon, it is manife/t, that no Fudge was 
ever known, either upon or off the Bench, either 
by himſelf, or his Dependents, to uſe the leaſt In- 
finnation, that might poſlibly affect the Paſſions, 
or Intereſts, of any one ſingle Furyman, much 
leſs of a whole Fury; whereof every Man muff 
be convinced, who will juſt give himſelf the 


Trouble to dip into the common printed Tryal; 


ſo as, it is amazing to think, what a Number of 
upright Fudges there have been in both Kingdoms, 
for above Sixty Years paſt; which, conſidering 
how long they held their Offices during Pleaſure, 


as they Hill do among us, I account next to a 


Miracle. 


As to the other Paper, I muſt confel it is a 
ſharp Cenſure of an Engliſb Houſe of Commons, 
againſt diſſolving Grand- Furies, by any Judge be- 
fore the End of the Term, Aſſizes, or Seſſions, 
while Matters are under their Conſideration; and 
not preſented as arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive to 
publick Juſtice, a manifeſt Violation of his Oath, 

| and 


gry Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons in 
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and is a Means to ſubvert the Fundamental Laws 
of the Kingdom. 

HowE VER, the Publiſher ſeems to have been 
miſtaken in what he aimed at. For, whatever 
Dependence there may be of Jreland upon Eng- 
land; I hope he would not inſinuate, that the 
Proceedings of a Lord Chief Fuftice in Ireland, 
muſt depend upon a Reſolution of an Engliſh Houſe 
of Commons. Beſides, that Reſolution although 
it were levelled againſt a particular Lord Chief 
Juſtice, Sir J/illiam Scroggs, yet the Occaſion 
was directly contrary. For, Scroggs diſſolved the 
Grand-Fury of London, for fear they ſhould pre- 
ſent; but ours in Dublin was diſſolved, becauſe 


they would not preſent ; which wonderfully alters 


the Caſe. And, therefore, a ſecond Grand- Fury 


| ſupplied that Deſect, by making a Preſentment 


that hath pleaſed the whole Kingdom. However, 
I think it is agreed by all Parties, that both the 
one and the other Fury behaved themſelves in ſuch 
a Manner, as ought to be remembered to their 


Honour, while there ſhall be any Regard left 


among us, for Virtue or publick Spirit. 

I a wx confident, your Lordſhip will be of my 
Sentiments in one Thing; that ſome ſhort plain 
authentick Tract might be publiſhed, for the In- 
formation both of Petty and Grand- Juries, how 
far their Power reacheth, and where it is limited; 
and that a printed Copy of ſuch a Treatiſe might 

* be 
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de depoſited in every Court, to be conſulted by 


the Jurymen, before they conſider of their Ver- 


dic ; - by which, abundance of Inconveniencies 
would be avoided ; whereof innumerable Inſtan- 
ces might be produced from former Times, be- 
cauſe | will ſay nothing of the preſent. 

I HAvE read ſomewhere of an Eaftern King, 
who put a Fudge to Death for an iniquitous Sen- 
tence; and ordered his Hide to be fluffed into a 
Cuſhion, and placed upon the Tribunal for the 
Son to fit on; who was preferred to his Father's 
Office. I fancy, ſuch a Memorial might not have 
been unuſeful to a Son of Sir J/illiam Scroggs, 
and that both he and his Succeſſors would often 
wriggle in their Seats, as long as the Cuſhion 


laſted: I wiſh the Relater had told us what Num- 


ber of ſuch Cuſbious there might be in that Coun- 

try. 

I cannorT but obſerve to your Lordſhip, how 

nice and dangerous a Point it is grown, for a pri- 
vate Perſon to inform the People; even in an Af- 


fair, where the publick Intereſt and Safety are ſo 


highly concerned, as that of Mr. Wood; and 
this in a Country, where Loyalty is woven into 
| the very Hearts of the People, ſeems a little ex- 


traordinary. Sir William Scroggs was the firft 


who introduced that commendable Acuteneſs into 
the Courts of Fudicature; but how far this Prac- 


_ -tice hath been imitated by his Succeſſors, or frain- = 
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ed upon Occaſion, is out of my Knowledge. 


Laws permit us to refuſe this Coin of Mr, Hed; 
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When Pamphlets, anpleaſing to the Miniſtry, were 
preſented as Libels, he woud order the offenſive 
Paragraphs to be read before him; and faid, it 


was ſtrange, that the Judges and Lawyers of the 
Ling -Bench ſhould be duller than all the People 


of Exgland: And he was often ſo very happy in 
applying the initial Letters of Names, and ex- 
pounding dubious Hints, (the two common Ex- 
pedients among Writers of that Claſs, for eſca- 


ping the Law) that he diſcovered much more than 
ever the Authors intended; as many of them, or 


their Printers, ſound to their Coſt. If ſuch Me- 


thods are to be followed in examining, what I 
have already written, or may write hereafter, 


upon the Subject of Mr. Mood, I defy any Man 
of fifty Times my Underſtanding and Caution, 


to avoid being entrapped ; unleſs he will be con- 
tent to write what none will read, by repeating 
over the old Arguments and Computations ; 


whereof the World is already grown weary. So 
that my good Friend Harding, lies under this Di- 
lemma; either to let my learned Works hang for 
ever a drying upon his Lines; or venture to pub- 


liſh them at the Hazard of being laid by the 


Heels. 
I NEED not tell your Lordfhip where the Dif- 
faculty lies: It is true, that the King and the 


but, 
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but, at the ſame Time, it is equally true, that 
the King and the Laws permit us to receive it. 
Now, it is barely poſſible, that the Miniſters in 


England may not ſuppoſe the Conſequences of ut- 


tering that Braſs among us, to be ſo ruinous as 
we apprehend; becauſe, perhaps, if they under- 
ſtood it in that Light, they would, in common 


Humanity, uſe their Credit with his Majeſty ſor 
ſaving a moſt loyal Kingdom from Deſtruction. 


But, as long as it ſhall pleaſe thoſe great Perſons 
to think that Coin will not be / very pernicious 
to us, we lie under the Diſadvantage of being 
cenſured as ob/tinate, in not complying with a Roy- 
al Patent. Therefore, nothing remains, but to 
make Uſe of that Z:berty, which the King and 
the Laws have left us; by continuing to refuſe 
this Coin; and by frequent Remembrances to keep 
up that Spirit raiſed againſt it ; which, otherwiſe 
may be apt to flag, and perhaps in Time to fink 
altogether. For, any publick Order againſt re- 
ceiving or uttering Mr. Hood's Half-pence, is not 
reaſonably to be expected in this Kingdom, with- 
out Directions from England; which I think no 
body preſumes, or is ſo ſanguine to hope. 
Bur to confeſs the Truth, my Lord, I begin 
to grow weary of my Office as a Writer; and could 
heartily wiſh it were devolved upon my Brethren, 
the Makers of Songs and Ballads ; who, perhaps, 


are the beſt — at — to gather up the 


Gleanings 


b n — Kc - ad >» a. 


the low Condition of a Tradeſman, did not qua- 


LETTER V. ad 
Gleanings of this Controverſy, As to my ſelf, 
it hath been my Misfortune to begin, and purſue 
it upon a wrong Foundation, For, having de- 


| tected the Frauds and Falſhoods of this vile Im- 


poſtor Mod in every Part, I fooliſhly diſdained 
to have Recourſe to whining, lamenting, and 
crying for Mercy; but rather choſe to appeal to 
Law and Liberty, and the common Rights of Man- 
kind, without conſidering the Climate I was in. 

SINCE your laſt Reſidence in Ireland, I fre- 
quently have taken my Nag to ride about your 


Grounds; where [ fancied my ſelf to feel an Air 


of Freedom breathing round me; and I am glad 


lify me to wait on you at your Houſe ; for then, 
1 am afraid, my Writings would not have eſcaped 
ſeverer Cenſures, But I have lately ſold my 
Nag, and honeſtly told his greateſt Fault, which 
was that of ſnuffing up the Air about Brackden- 
ſtotun; whereby he became ſuch a Lover of Li- 
berty, that I could ſcarce hold him in. I have 
likewiſe buried, at the Bottom of a ſtrong Cheſt, 
your Lordſhip's Writings, under a Heap of others 
that treat of Liberty; and ſpread over a Layer or 
two of Hobbs, Filmer, Boding, and many more 


Authors of that Stamp, to be readieſt at Hand, 
whenever I ſhall be diſpoſed to take up a new Set 


of Principles in Government. In the mean time, 


I deſign quietly to look to my hops and keep as 
Vol. vil, H far 
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far out of your Lordſhip's Influence as poſſible; 
and if you ever fee any more of my Writings on 
this Subject, I promiſe you ſhall find them as in- 
nocent, as inſipid, and without a Sting, as what 
I have now offered you. But, if your Lordſhip 

will pleaſe to give me an eaſy Leaſe of ſome Part 
of your Eſtate in Yorkfhire, thither I will carry 
my Cheſt; and turning it upſide down, reſume 
my political Reading where I left it off; feed on 
plain homely Fare, and live and die a FER ho- 
neſt Engliſb Farmer: But not without Regret, 
for leaving my Countrymen under the Dread of 
the brazen Talons of Mr. Mood; my moſt loyal 
and innocent Countrymen; to whom I owe fo 
much for their good Opinion of me, and my 
poor Endeavours to ferve them, I am, with the 
_ greateſt Reſpect, 


Ay Lord, 
Your Lordſbip's 
Met Obedient, . 
And maſt Humble Servant, 
1 = M. B. 
rom my Shop in 
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Set out in bis own Proper Coburs; being @ 


full Confutation of all bis Arguments againſs 
Mr. WOOD's Half-pence. | 


— 
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By William Mood, Eiq. ws 


Ye gaod People of Ireland, 


} Make not the leaſt doubt, when ye 
=>] have impartially weighed, and con- 
Ei fidered what I ſhall offer upon the 
SY preſent Occaſion in my own defence, 
5 and againſt your Drapier; when ye 

ſhall make an exact Aſay of the Arguments on 
both Sides between him and me; and laſtly when 
ye ſhall obſerve, as I ſhall point it out, the abu- 
ſive and reproachful Language with which he has 
treated me, I ſay, (as I faid before) I make not 
HA the 
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the leaſt Doubt, but ye will all to a Man reject 
him, and embrace me with open Arms. 


In his firſt Letter to the Tradeſmen, Shop- 
Keepers, Farmers and Common People in general 
of the Kingdim of Ireland, he begins with the 
wheedling Preamble of Brethren, Friends, Coun- 
try- men and Fellow-Subjefts, A Loving begin- 
ning indeed! But I wender which of us two 
Loves you beſt, he that is getting you no Money 
at all, 1 who am this Preſent providing more 
Money for you than you ſhall know what to do 
with. O Sad! O Sad! I am really concerned 
for the poor Drapier. Soon after he proceeds 
and fays, 


It is a great Fault among you, that when a 
Perſon writes with no other Intention than to do you 
good, you will n not be at the Pains to read his Ad- 
vices. 


Artful enough indeed! This he did to draw 


you in like fo many Gudgeons, to ſwallow his 


falſe Arguments, and you ſee he has accompliſhed 
his End at laſt; for had ye not read his Letters, 
ye might have had the Benefit of my Half-pence 
theſe five or fix Months paſt, 


Pag. 4. 
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Pag. 4. Now you muſt know, that the Half- 
pence and Farthings in England paſs for very lit. 
tle more than they are worth, and if you ſhould 
beat them to Pieces and ſell them to the Braxier, 
you would not looſe above a Penny in a Shilling. 
But Mr. Wood made his Half-pence of ſuch baje 
Metal and ſo much ſmaller than the Engliſh ones, 
that the Brazier would not give you above 4 Penny 


of gout Money for a Shilling of his. 


Ay would he give Three-pence. — But one 


may ſee his Malice here with half an Eye; he 


does not tell you of the vaſt Expence and Trouble 


1 am at in Coining; the Number of Clerks I 


keep in Pay; how much I was out of Pocket in 
getting my Patent; the great Expence I ſhall be 
at in Shipping them to Ireland, which muſt in 
the Nature of things be a vaſt draw-back to the 
Profit which I ought to have for my Trouble, 
and therefore it cannot be ſuppoſed I can either 
put as much or as good Copper in. the Half-pence 
for Ireland, as thoſe for England. But good Lord! 
is not a Half-penny a Half-penny when once it 


is call'd fo, and if it paſſes for a Half-penny can 


you expect any more? Good People, never mind 
one Word he ſays, though he ſells you a Dozen 
Hats at five Shillings a Piece, which is three. 
Pound, is but five Shillings i in my Money ; this 


H 3 is 
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is perſect Tranſub/tantiation to juggle ye out of 
your Senſes — three Pound is but five Shillings ! 
Well; if this be his Computation I have done. 


Pag. 5. This ſame Mr. Wood was able to at- 
tend conſtantly for his own Intereft; (and why 
ſhould not I) Fe is an Engliſhman and had great 
Friends (God be thanked for that) and it ſeems 
knew very well where to give Money to thoſe that 
would ſpeak to otbers, that could ſpeak to the King, 
and could tell a fair Story, I grant that, and 
what would he infer? Then he proceeds if his 
Majeſty the King faw that it would utterly ruin 
the Kingdom of Ireland, he would fbew his Diſ- 


Pleaſure to ſome Body or another. But a Word to 


the Wiſe is enough. We know his meaning by 
his Mumping, he had as well Spoken what he 
thought like an honeſt Man. In the ſame Page 
at the Bottom you will read, Maſ of you mu/? 
have heard, with what Anger our Honourable 
Houſe of Commons received an Account of this 
Wood's Patent. There were ſeveral fine Speeches 
made upon it, and plain Proofs that it was all a 


wicked Cheat from the Bottom to the Top, and 


 feveral ſmart Votes were printed which that ſame 
Wood had the Aſſurance to Anſwer likewiſe in 
Print, and in ſo confident a Way as if he were 
a better Man than 6ur whole Parliament put 
tozether, 


"The - 
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The Parliament was Angry--made Speeches- - 
found me to be a wicked Cheat---and I anſwered 
as if I had been a better Man than the whole 
Parliament----Well, I find this Drapier will ſay 
any thing, but I am very glad all the Kingdom 
of Ireland knows to the contrary. Let the Dra- 
pier anſwer me only theſe three Queſtions ; where 
did this Parliament fit? And where are the 
Speeches? And where is my Anſwer? 


Pag. 6. The Ccmmon Soldier when he gocs to 
the Market or Ale-houſe will offer this Money 
(meaning my Half-pence) and if it be refuſed, 
perhaps he will ſwagger and hector, and threaten 
to beat the Butcher or Ale-wife (threaten indeed 
he will do it in earneſt) or take the Goods by 


Force, and throw them the bad Half-pence. 


(Why ſhou'd he not? is it any Robbery if he 
pays them?) In this and the like Caſes, the Shop- 
keeper, or Victualler, or any other Tradeſman has 
no more to do than to demand ten times the Price of 


| his Goods, if it is to be paid in Wood's Money; 


for Example, TwenTyY PENCE FOR AQUART 


or AL E. The Devil is in his Conſcience, 


TwENTyY PENCE FoR A QuarT OF ALE} 
I believe ſuch another Propoſal was never ſince 
Adam— To conſider all other things in Propor- 


tion, what Miſchief would this Occaſion, That 


1 | is 
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x fifteen Shillings a Bottle for Claret at Eighteen 
Pence a Bottle; for a Flaſk of Burgundy five and 
forty Shillings ; ſifty Shillings a Day for a Coach 
ten Shillings a Dinner at a T welve-penny Orei- 
nary ; thirty Shillings a Day for a Chair; ten- 
| pence a freſh Egg; five-pence a half-penny Roll; 
two-pence hal- penny for a Pint of fmail Beer. 
In fhort by his Advice, Vifuallers, Vintners, 
and Trades-felk would ſoon get all the Money of 
the Kingdom into their own Hands, ſhould they 
all follow the Pot of Ale Example. And now to 
conſider the Poor, they would be undone by the 
DraAPigr's Advice; the Butcher would have 
Eighteen-pence for a Sheep's Head ; the Baker 
ten Shillings for a twelve-penny Loaf; and thus 
would it be in Proportion as to all their other 
Exigencies. No, no, rather take my Advice; 
Teos-pence a Quart, and my Bleſſing. 


Page the 7th. He denies that my Half-pence 
are. lawful Money of England, or Ireland. I ſup- 
Poſe then, he would have them lawful Money of 
Scotland or Wales; for they muſt be lawful ſome- 
where. For does he think under the Scarcity of 
Money we find at preſent, that we can afford to 
let fourſcore and ten thouſand Pound lye dead, I 
need no other Argument to ſhew what a Friend 
he is to the Public, 


P ag. 
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Pag. 8. They ſay Sguire C----y has fexteen 
thouſand Pounds a Year, now if be ſends for bis 
Rent to Tawn, as it is likely he does, be muſt have 
Two bundred and forty — in bring up bis haf. 
Years Rent. 


Suppoſe he muſt, ER is the great Hardfhip ; . 
}f a Man of twelve tboufand a Year cannot af- 
| ford two hundred and forty Horſes to draw his 
Money, he deſerves to want it. Pl] engage his 
Under-Tenants will lay it down at his Door, 
and it ſhall. not coſt him a Farthing for the Car- 
Lage, [= 


Pag. 9. Theſe Half-pence, if they -once paſs, 
will ſoon be Counterfeit, becauſe it may be cheaply 
done, the Stuff is ſo Baſe. The Dutch likewiſe will 
probably do the ſame thing and ſend them over to us 
19 pay for our Goods. 


The Stuff is. good Stuff let him ſay what he 
will, and the Half-pence are good Half-pence and 
I will ſtand by it; if I made them of Silver it 
would be the fame thing to this Grumbler. As 
for their being Counterfeit, ſure they Counterfeit 
Gold and Silver, and can one help that? for there 
ever have been Rogues of Coiners in the World, 
and will be to the. End of it. As for the Dusch, it 
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is time enough to complain when they do Coin. 
I am certain they have not coined one Half-penny 
as yet; and if they ſhould, I ſhall take care to 
Stock you ſo well that you ſhall have no Occaſion 
for theirs, ſo that they may _ them home 
again if * pleaſe. 

Page. 10. It would be very hard if all Ireland 
ſhould be put into one Scale, and this ſorry Fellow 


Wood inte the other, that Mr. Wood and his 


Half-pence ſhould weigh down this whole Kingdom, 
by which England gets above a Million of good 


Aloney every Year clear into their Packets, and 


that is more than the Engliſh do by all the World 
beſide. Me 


Peturiant Montes —— But I beg Pardon for 


talking to him in a Langage which he does not 
- underſtand. 


Pag. 11. A famous Law-Book, call d the 

Mirror of Juſtice, diſcourſing of the Articles (or 
Laws) ordained by our Antient Kings, declares 
the Law to be as follows: It was ordained, that 
xo King of this Realm ſhould Change, Impair, or 
Amend, or make any Money than of Gold or 


Silver, without the Aſſent of all the Counties, 


that is, as my Lord Coke ſays, 


Then 
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| Then he concludes, according to Cuſtom with. 
} his fine flattering Speeches. 


k | ths 14. 1 will now my dear Friends to ſave 
you the Trouble, ſet before you in ſhort what the 
Law oblidges you to do, and what it does not oblidge 
you to. (This Drapier is an excellent Lawyer, 1 
wonder he is not made a Lord Chancellor.) 


Firft, You are oblidged to: take all Money in 
Payments, which is Coined by the King and is of 
the Engliſh Standard or Weight, provided it be of 
Cold or Silver. 


| ue You are not oblidged to take any Mongy | 
which i is not of Gold or Siluer. 


c ITE. 
* — — Met... 


3 Mira, Much leſs are you oblidged to take theſe 
| vile Half-pence of that ſame Wood, 


| Therefore my Friends fland to it one and all, 

: refuſe this filthy Traſh; it is no Treaſon to rebel 

; againſt Mr. Wood, his Majeſty in his Patent 
oblidges no body to take theſe Half-pence. 


So then, at this Rate they were coined for no 
body, by ſome body; and ſome body is to get 
nothing by no body, I have made a fine Hand of 


my | 
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my Patent and Coinage. Ye ſee Gentlemen. 
the Force of that Argument which the Drapier 
offers, but I find Logick is not his Talent. Thus 
have [ with great Patience gone through this In- 
jurious Piece of Satyr upon myſelf contained in 
this firſt Letter. But knowing that the beſt Un- 
dertakers have always met with Enemies and De- 
tractors, I comfort my ſelf that I have far defeated 
this malicious Author, that you are all convinced, 
I am now for all your Goods, and tho? a perſect 
Stranger to the Country of Ireland, yet a little 
time will ſhew what Induſtry and Pains it has coft 
me, to make you a flouriſhing and a happy Peo- 


ple. It is my Inclination to preſerve a good Un- 


derftanding between me and you, however wic- 


ked People may endeavour to interpoſe. Before 


I conclude, I have one Complaiat more, I am 


told, that Pitiful, Malicious, Infiduous, Under- 


mining Scribling Drapier, ſet on a Parcel of Tat- 
ter d, Filthy, Iriſh, Buttermilk, Potatoe Scoun- 
drels to carry my Effigies about in Mood, and af- 
terwards hang it at Stephen's-Green ; for which 
? hope when the Parliament fits to have ample 
Satisfaction. I am glad that none of the Gentry 
of Ireland were concern'd in that abominable 
Proceſſion, 


Jam your beſt Friend, 
W. W. 


CONSIDERATIONS 
UPON T W 0 


BILL 


Sent down from the Right Honourable the 


Houſe of LORDS 


To the Honourable 


Houſe of COMMONS | 


Relating to the 


CLE R G Y 
4 R E L 4 N D. 


| Viritten in the I E AR 1731. 


ADVERTISEMENT: 


N the Year 1731, 4 Bill was brought into 

the Houſe of Lords by a great Majority of 

the Right Reverend the Biſhops, for enabling 
them to divide the Livings of the inferior Clergy ; 
which Bill was approved of in the Privy-Council 
of Ireland, and paſſed by the Lords in Parlia- 
ment. It was afterwards ſent to the Houſe of 
Commons for their Approbation; but was re- 
jected by them with a great Majority, The 
| Author of the following Conſiderations, who hath 
always been the beſt Friend to the inferior Clergy 
of the Church of England, as may be ſeen by 
many Parts of his Writings, oppoſed this perni- 
ciaus Preject with great Succeſs ; which, if it 
had paſſed into Law would have been of the 
wor Conſequence to this Nation. 


CON- 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


UPON TWO 


BILLS, &c. 


kx) HAvE often, for above a Month paſt, 
|| deſired ſome few Clergymen, who 
are pleaſed to viſit me, that they 
Ml would procure an Extract of two 
Bills, brought into the Council by ſome of the 
| Biſhops, and both of them ſince paſſed in the 
Houſe of Lords : But I could never obtain what 
I defired, whether by the Forgetfulne's, or Neg- 
ligence of thoſe whom I employed, or the Difh- 
eulty of the Thing itſelf. Therefore, if I ſhall 
happen to miſtake in any Fact of Conſequence, I 
deſire my Remarks upon it, may paſs for No- 
thing; for my Information is no better than what 
I received in Words from ſeveral Divines, whe 
ſeemed to agree with each other. I have not the 
Honour to be acquainted with any one ſingle Pre- 
lats of the Kingdom ; and am a Stranger to their 
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CharaQters, further than as common Fame reports 
them, which is not to be depended on. Therefore, 
I cannot be ſuppoſed to act upon any Principle of 
Reſentment, I eſteem their Functions (if I may 
be allowed to ſay ſo without Offence) as truly 
Apoſtolical, and abſolutely neceſfary to the Per- 
ſection of a Chriſtian Church, 

THERE are no Qualities more incident to the 
Frailty and Corruptions of human Kind, than 
an Indifference, or Inſenſibility for other Mens 
Sufferings, and a ſudden Forgetfulneſs of their 
own former humble State, when they riſe in the 
World. Theſe two Diſpoſitions have not, I 
think, any where ſo ſtrongly exerted themſelves, 
as in the Order of Biſhops, with regard to the 
inferior Clergy ; for which I can find no Rea- 
ſons, but ſuch as naturally ſhould ſeem to ope- 
rate a quite contrary Way. The Maintenance 
of the Clergy, throughout the Kingdom, is pre- 
carious and uncertain, collected from a moſt mi- 
ſerable Race of beggarly Farmers ; at whoſe 
Mercy every Minifter lies to be defrauded : His 
Office, as Rector, or Vicar, if it be duly execu- 
ted, is very laborious: As ſoon as he is promoted 
to a Bifboprick, the Scene is entirely and happily: 
changed ; his Revenues are large, and as ſurely 
paid as thoſe of the King ; his whole Buſineſs is 
once a Year to receive the Attendance, the Sub- 
miſſion, and the Proxy-Money of all his Clergy, 


2 
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in whatever Part of the Dioceſe he ſhall pleaſe to 
think moſt convenient for himſelf. Neither is 
his perſonal Preſence neceffary, for the Buſineſs 
may be done by a Vicar-Genera!. The Fatigue 
of Ordination, is juſt what the Biſhops pleaſe to- 
make it, and as Matters have been for ſome 
Time, and may probably remain, the fewer Or- 
dinations the better. The reſt of their viſible 
Office, conſiſts in the Honour of attending Par- 
liaments and Councils, and beſtowing Prefer- 
ments in their own Gift ; in which laſt Employ- 
ment, and in their Spiritualand Temporal Courts, 
the Labour falls te their Vicars- General, Secre- 
taries, Proctors, Apparitors, Seneſchals, and the 
like. Now, I fay, in ſo quick a Change, where 
their Brethren, in a few Days, are become their 
Subjects, it would be reaſonable at leaſt, to hope, 
that the Labour, Confinement, and Subjection 
from which they have ſo lately eſcaped, lite a 
Bird out of the Snare of the Fler, might a lit- 
tle incline them to remember the Condition of 
thoſe, who were but laſt Week their Equals, 
probably their Companions or their Friends, and 
poſſibly as reaſonable Expectants. There is a 
| known Story of Colonel Tidcomb, who, while 
he continued a Subaltern Officer, was every Day 
complaining againſt the Pride, Oppreſſion, and 
bard Treatment of Colonels towards their Q- 
ers 3 yet i in a very few Minutes after he had re- 
ceived 
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ccived his Commiſſion for a Regiment, walk - 
ing with a Friend on the Mall, he confei- 
ſed that the Spirit of Colonelſhip, was coming. 
faſt upon him, which Spirit is ſaid to have daily 
increaſed to the Hour of his Death. Sr 

Ir is true, the Clergy of this Kingdom, who 


are promoted to Biſhopricks, have always ſome 
great Advantages; either that of rich Deanaries, 


opulent and multiplied Rectories and Dignities, 
ſtrong Alliances by Birth or Marriage, fortified. 
by a ſuperlative Degree of Zeal and Loyalty; 
but, however, they were all at firſt no more than 
young Beginners ; and before their great Pro- 
motion, were known by their plain Chriſtian 
Names, among their old Companions, the mid. 
dling Rate of Clergymen; nor could, therefore, 
be Strangers to their Condition, or with any 
good Grace, forget it ſo ſoon, as it hath too often 

happened. | 
I cox Ess, I do not remember to have ob- 
ſerved any Body of Men, acting with fo li:tle 
Concert as our Clergy have done, in a Point 
where their Opinions appeared to be Unani- 
mous : A Point wherein their whole Temporal 
Support was concerned, as well as their Power 
of ſerving Gop and his Church, in their Spiri- 
tual Functions. This hath been imputed to their 
Fear of diſobliging, or hopes of further Favours 
upon Compliance ; becauſe it was obſerved, that 
ſome 
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ſome who appeared at firſt with greateſt Zeal, 
thought fit ſuddenly to abſent themſelves from 
the uſual Meeting ; yet, we know what expert 
Sollicitors the Quakers, the Diſſenters, and even 
the Papiſts have ſometimes found, to drive a 
Point of Advantage, or prevent an impending 
Evil. 

I #AvE not ſeen any Extract from the two 
Bills introduced into the Privy-Council by the 
Biſhops ; where the Clergy, upon ſome Failure 
in Favour, or through the Timorouſneſs of many 
among their Brethren, were refuſed to be heard 
by the Council, It ſeems, theſe Bills were both 
returned, agreed to by the King and Council in 
England ; and the Houſe of Lords hath, with 
great Expedition, paſt them both; and it is ſaid 
they are immediately to be ſent down to the 
Commons for their Conſent. 


THz Particulars, as they have been imper- 


fectly reported me, are as follow. 


By one of the Bills, the Biſhops have Power 


to oblidge the Country Clergy, to build a Man- 


ſion · Houſe upon whatever Part of their Glebes 
their Lordſhips ſhall Command; and if the 
Living be above 50. a Year, the Miniſter is 
bound to build, after three Years, a Houſe that 
ſhall coſt one Year and an half's Rent of his In- 
come, For Inftance, if a Clergyman, with a 

Wit 
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Wife and ſeven Children, gets a Living of 55 #, 
per Annum, he muſt after three Years, build a 
Houſe that ſhall coſt 77 7. 10 5. And muſt ſup- 
port his Family during the Time the Biſhop ſhall 
appoint for the Building of it with the Remain- 
der. But, if the Living be under 507. a Year, 
the Miniſter ſhall be allowed 100 J. out of the 
Firſt-Fruits. 

Bur, there is ſaid to be one Circumſtance a 
little Extraordinary; that if there be a ſingle 
Spot in the Glebe more Barren, more Marſhy, 
more expoſed to Winds, more diſtant from the 
Church, or Skeleton of a Church, or from any 
Conveniency of Building : The Rector, or Vi- 
car may be oblidged by the Caprice, or Pique of 
the Biſhop, to build, under Pain of Sequeſtration 
(an Office, which ever falls into the moſt kna- 
viſh Hands) upon whatever Point his Lordſbip 
ſhall command ; although the Farmers have not 
paid one Quarter of his Dues. 

I BELIEVE, under the preſent Diſtreſſes fide 
Kingdom (which inevitably, without a Miracle, 
muſt increaſe for ever) there are not ten Country 
Clergymen in Jreland, reputed to poſſeſs a Pariſh 
of 100 J. per Annum, who, for ſome Years paſt, 
have actually received 60 J. and that with the ut- 
moſt Difficulty and Vexation. | am, therefore, 
at a Loſs, what Kind of Valuators the Biſhops 
wil make uſe ; and whether the ſtarving Year, 

hall. 
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ſhall be forced to build his Houſe with the Mo- 


ney he never received. 

Trex other Bill, which paſſed in two Days 
after the former, is ſaid to concern the Diviſion 
of Pariſhes, into as many Parcels as the Biſhop 
ſhall think fit, only leaving 300 J. a Year to the 
Mother Church; which 300 l. by another Act 
paſſed ſome V ears ago, they can divide likewiſe, 
and crumble as low as their Will and Pleaſure 
will diſpoſe them. So, that inſtead of fix hun- 


dred Clergymen, which, I think, is the uſual 


Computation, we may have in a ſmall Compaſs 


of Years almoſt as many Thouſands to live with 
Decency and Comfort, provide for their Chil- 


dren, be charitable to the Poor, and maintain 
Hoſpitality. 

But it is very reaſonable to hope, and heartily 
to be wiſhed by all thoſe who have the leaſt Re- 


gad to our Holy Religion, as hitherto eftabliſh- 


ed, or to a learned, pious, diligent, converſable 
Clergyman, or even to common Humanity ; that 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons will, in their 


great Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Tenderneſs to inno- 
cent Men, conſider theſe Bills in another Light. 
It is ſaid, they well knew this Kingdom not to 


be fo over- ſtocked with neighbouring Gentry ; 
but a diſcreet, learned Clergyman, with a Com- 


petency fit for one of his Education, may be an 


2 a uſeful, and ſometimes a neceſſary 
Com- 
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Companion. That, although ſuch a Clergy- 
man may not be able conſtantly to find Be x I 
and WixE for his own Family, yet he may be 
allowed ſometimes to afford both to a Neigh- 
bour, without diſtreſſing himſelf ; and the ra- 
ther, becauſe he may expect at leaſt as good a 
Return. It will probably be conſidered, that in 
many deſolate Parts, there may not be always a 
ſufficient Number of Perſons conſiderable enough 
to be truſted with Commiſſions of the Peace, which 
ſeveral of the Clergy now ſupply much better 
than a little, hedge, contemptible, illiterate Y:car 
from twenty to fifty Pounds a Year, the Son of 
a WVeaver, Pedlar, Taylor, or Miller, can be pre- 
ſumed to do. 


Tux Landlords and Farmers bs this Scheme 
can find no Profit, but will certainly be Loſers ; 
for Inſtance, if the large Northern Livings be 
ſplit into a dozen Pariſhes, or more, it will be 
very neceſſary for the little threadbare Gownman, 
with his Wife, his Proctor, and every Child who 
can craw], to watch the Fields at Harveit Time, 
for fear of loſing a ſingle Sheaf, which he could 
not afford under Peril of a Day's Starving ; for 
according to the Scotch Proverb, a hungry Louſe 
bites ſore. This would of Neceſſity, breed an 
infinite Number of Brangles and litigious Suits 
in the Spiritual Courts ; and put the wretched 
Paftor at * Variance with his whole Pa- 

riſh, 
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riſh. But, as they have hitherto ſtood, a Clergy- 
man eſtabliſhed in a competent Living is not un- 
der the Neceſſity of being ſo ſharp, vigilant, and 
exacting. On the contrary, it is well known 
and allowed, that the Clergy round the K ing- 
dom think themſelves well treated, if they loſe 
one ſingle Third of their legal Demands, 

Tux Honourable Houſe may, perhaps, be in- 
clined to conceive, that my Lords the Biſhops, 
enjoy as ample a Power both Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, as will fully ſuffice to anſwer every Branch 
of their Office: That, they want no Laws to 
regulate the Conduct of thoſe Clergymen, over 
whom they preſide : That, if Non-Reſidence be 
a Grievance, it is the Patron's Fault, who makes 
not a better Choice, or cauſed the Plurality. 
That, if the general impartial Character of Per- 
ſons choſen into the Church had been more re- 
garded, and the Motive of Party, Alliance, Kin- 
dred, Flatterers, Ill-Fudgment, or Perſonal Fa- 
vour regarded leſs ; there would be fewer Com- 
plaints of Non-Refidence, want of Care, blame- 
able Behaviour, or any other Part of Miſcon- 
duct; not to mention Ignorance and Stupidity. 

I covLD name certain Gentlemen of the 
Gown, whoſe-aukward, ſpruce, prim, ſneering, 
and ſmirking Countenances, the very Tone of 
their Voice, and an ungainly Strut in their 
Walk, without one ſingle Talent for any one 

Office, 
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Office, have contrived to get good Preferment 


by the mere Force of Flattery and Cringeng : 
For which two Virtues {the only two Virtues 
they pretend to) they were, however, utterly un- 
qualified. And whom, if I were in Power, al- 
though they were my Nepbetos, or had married 
my Nieces, I could never in Point of good Con- 
ſcience or Honour, have recommended to a Cu- 
racy in Connaught. 

Trae Honourable Houſe of Commons may like- 
wiſe perhaps confider, that the Gentry of this 
Kingdom differ from all others upon Earth, be- 
ing leſs capable of Employments in their own 


Country, than any others who come from Abroad, 


and, that moſt of them have little Expectat ion 
of providing for their younger Children, other- 
wiſe than by the Church, in which there might 
be ſome Hopes of getting a tolerable Maintenance. 
For, after the Patrons ſhould have ſettled their 


Sons, their Nepbetus, their Nieces, their Depen- 


dents, and their Followers, invited over from the 
other Side, there would till remain an Overplus 
of ſmaller Church Preferments, to be given to 
ſuch Clergy of the Nation, who ſhall have their 
quantum of whatever Merit may be then in 
Faſhion. But by theſe Bills, they will be all as 
abſolutely excluded, as if they had paſſed under 
the Denomination of Tories; unleſs they can be 


contented at the utmoſt with 50 l. a Year; 


2 which, 
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| which, by the Difficulties of collecting Tythes 


in Ireland, and the daily increaſing Miſeries of 
the People, will hardly riſe to half that Sum. 
IT is obſerved, that the Divines ſent over hi- 


| ther to govern this Church, have not ſeemed to 


conſider the Difference between both Kingdoms, 
with Reſpect to the inferior Clergy. As to them- 
ſelves, indeed, they find a large Revenue in Lands 
let at one quarter Value, which conſequently 
muſt be paid while there is a Penny left among 


us; and, the Publick Diſtreſs ſo little affects 


their Intereſts, that their Fines are now higher 


than ever: They content themſelves to ſuppoſe, 


that whatever a Pariſh is faid to be worth, comes 


all into the Par ſon's Pocket. 


Tu Poverty of great Numbers among the 
Clergy in England, hath been the continual 
Complaint of all Men who wiſh well to the 
Church ; and many Schemes have been thought 
on to redreſs it; yet an Engliſh Vicar of 40 l. a 
Year, lives much more comfortably than one of 


double the Value in Ireland. His Farmers, ge- 


nerally ſpeaking, are able and willing to pay him 
his full Dues: He hath a decent Church of an- 
tient Standing, filled every Lord's Day with a 
large Congregation of plain People, well clad, 
and behaying themſelves as if they believed in 
God and CHRIST. He hath a Houſe and Barn 


in repair, a Field or two to graze his Cows, 
Vor. v111., I with 
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with a Garden and Orchard. No Gueſt expects 
more from him than a Pot of Ale ; he lives like 
an honeſt plain Farmer, as his Wife is dreſſed 
but little better than Goody. He is ſometimes 
graciouſly invited by the Squire, where he ſits at 
humble Diſtance ; if he gets the Love of his 
People, they often make him little uſeful Pre- 
' ſents : He is happy by being born to no higher 
Expectation ; for he is uſually the Son of ſome 
ordinary Tradeſman, or middling Farmer. His 
Learning is much of a Size with his Birth and 
Education ; no more of either than what a poor 
hungry Servitor can be expected to bring with 
from his College. It would be tedious to ſhew 
the Reverſe of all this in our diſtant poorer Pa- 
riſhes, through moſt Parts of Ireland, wherein 
every Reader may make the Compariſon. 

LAST IV, The Honourable Houſe of Commons 
may conſider, whether the Scheme of multiply- 
ing beggarly Clergymen, through the whole King. 
dom, who muſt all have Votes for chuſing Par- 
nament Men (provided they can prove their 
Freeholds to be worth 40 s. per Annum, ultra 
repriſas) may not, by their Numbers, have great 
Influence upon Elections; being entirely under 
the Dependance of their Biſhops. For, by a 
moderate Computation, after all the Diviſions 


and Sub- diviſions of Pariſhes, that, my Lords, 


the By/bops, have Power to make by their new 
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Laws, there will, as ſoon as the preſent Set of 

Clergy goes off, be raiſed an Army of Eccleſiaſti- 

cal Militants, able enough for any Kind of Ser- 
vice, except that of the Altar. 

I Am, indeed, in ſome Concern about a Fund 


for building a thouſand or two Churches, where 


in theſe Probationers may read their Wall- 
Ledtures; and begin to doubt they muſt be con- 


tented with Barns; which Barns will be-one 


great advancing Step towards an Accommodation 
with our true Prote/tant Brethren, the Diſſen- 


ters. 


TE Scheme of encouraging C La to 


build Houſes by dividing a Living of 500 l. a 
Year into ten Parts, is a Contrivance, the Mean- 
ing whereof hath got on the wrong Side of my 


Comprehenſion ; unleſs it may be argued, that 


Biſhops build no Houſes, becauſe they are ſo rich; 
and therefore, the inferior Clergy will certainly 
build, if you reduce them to Beggary. But I 
knew a very rich Man of Quality in England, 
who could never be perſuaded to keep a Servant 
out of Livery ; becauſe ſuch Servants would be 


expenſive, and apt in Time, to look like Gentle- 


men ; whereas, the others were ready to ſubmit 


| to the baſeſt Offices, and at a cheaper Penny- ; 
worth might increaſe his Retinue, 
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Iuk Ax, it is the Opinion of many wiſe Men, 
that before theſe Bills ſhould paſs both Houſes, 
they might be ſent back to England with the 
following Clauſes inſerted, 
| FirsT, That whereas there may be 8 a 

Dozen double Biſbopric is in Ireland, thoſe Biſhep- 
ricks ſhould be ſplit and given to different Per- 
ſons; and thoſe of a ſingle Denomination be alſo 
divided into two, three, or four Parts as Occaſion 
ſhall require ; otherwiſe there may be a Queſtion 
ſtarted, whether twenty two Prelates can effec- 


tually extend their paternal Care, and unlimited 
Power, for the Protection and Correction of ſo 


great a Number of Spiritual Subjects. But, this 
Propoſal will meet with ſuch furious Objections, 
that I ſhall not inſiſt upon it; for I well remem- 
ber to have read, what a terrible Fright the Frogs 
were in, upon a Report, that the Sun was going 
to marry, 


ANOTHER Clauſe ſhould be, that none of theſe 


twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty Pounders may be 
ſuffered to marry, under the Penalty of immediate 
Deprivation ; their Marriages declared null, and 
their Children Baſtards : For, ſome deſpanding 
People take the Kingdom to be not in a Condi- 
tion of encouraging ſo numerous a Brecd of Beg- 
gars. 


A THIRD Clauſe will be neceſſary, that theſe 


humble Gentry ſhould be abſolutely diſqualified 
from 
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from giving Votes in Elections for Parliament 
Men. | 

OTHERs add a Fourth ; which is a Clauſe of 
Irdulgence, that theſe reduced Divines may be 
permitted to follow any lawful Ways of living, 
which will not call them too often or too far 
from their Spiritual Offices: (For, unleſs I mil. 
apprehend, they are ſuppoſed to have Ep:/copal 
Ordination.) For Example ; they may be Lap- 
pers of Linnen, Bailiffs of the Manor; they 
may let Blood, or apply Plaiſters for three Miles 
round: They may get a Diſpenſation to hold 
the Cleriſbip and Sextonſbip of their own Pariſh 
in Commendam. Their Wives and Daughters 
may make Shirts for the Neighbourhood ; or, if 
a Barrack be near, for the Soldiers: In Linnen 
Countries, they may Card and Spin, and keep 
a few Looms in the Houſe: They may let Lodg- 
ings, and ſell a Pot of Ale without Doors, but 
not at Home, unleſs to ſober Company, and at 
regular Hours. It is by ſome thought a little 
hard, that in an Affair of the laſt Conſequence, 
to the very Being of the Clergy, in the Points of 
Liberty and Property, as well as in their Abili- 
ties to perform their Duty; this whole Reve- 
rend Body, who are the eſtabliſhed Inſtructors 
of the Nation in Chriſtianity and Moral Vir- 
tues, and are the only Perſons concerned ; ſhould 
de the ſole Perſons not conſulted, . Let any Scho- 
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lar ſhew the like Precedent in Chriſtendom for 
twelve hundred Years paſt. An Act of Parlia- 
ment for ſettling or ſelling an Eſtate in a private 
Family, is never paſſed until all Parties give 
Conſent, But in the preſent Caſe the whole 
Body of the Clergy is, as themſelves apprehend, 
determined to utter Ruin, without once expect- 
ing or aſking their Opinion; and this by a 
Scheme contrived only by one Part of the Con- 
| vocation, while the other Part which hath been 
choſen in the uſual Forms, wants only the regal 
Permiſſion to aſſemble, and conſult about the 
Affairs of the Church, as their Predeceſſors have 
always done in former Ages; where it is pre- 
| ſumed, the Lower Houſe hath a Power of propo- 
ſing Canons, and a negative Voice, as well as the 
Upper. And, God forbid (ſay theſe Objectors) 
that there ſhould be a real ſeparate Intereſt be- 
tween the Biſhops and Clergy, any more than 
there is between a Man and his Wife, a King 
and his People, or Chriſt and his Church. 

IT ſeems there is a Proviſion in the Bill, that 
no Pariſh ſhall be cut into Scraps, without the 
Conſent of ſeveral Perſons who can be no Suffer- 
ers in the Matter; but I cannot find, that the 
Clergy lay much Weight on this Caution; be- 
cauſe they argue, that the very Perſons from 
whom theft Bills took its Riſe, will. have the 
greateſt Share in the Deciſion. | 
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I po not, by any Means, conceive the crying 
Sin of the Clergy in this Kingdom, to be that of 
Non- Reſidence ; J am ſure, it is many Degrees leſs. 
ſo here, than in England; unleſs the Poſſeſſion of 
Pluralities may paſs under that Name; and if this 
be a Fault, it is well known to whom it muſt be 
imputed : I believe, upon a fair Inquiry (and L 
hear an Inquiry is to be made) they will appear 


to be moſt pardonably Few; eſpecially, conſider- 


ing how many Pariſhes have not an Inch of Glebe; 
and how difficult it is upon any reaſonable Terms, 
to find a Place of Habitation. And, therefore, 


| Gop knows, whether, my Lords the Biſbops will 


be ſoon able to convince the Clergy, or thoſe who 
have any Regard for that venerable Body, that the 
chief Motive in their Lordſbips Minds, by procur- 
ing theſe Bills, was to prevent the Sin of Non- Re- 
fidence, while the univerſal Opinion of almoſt eve- 


ry Clergyman in the Kingdom, without Diſtinction 


of Party, taking in even thoſe who are not likely 
to be Sufferers, ſtands directly againſt them. 

IF ſome Livings in the North may be juſtly 
thought too large a Compaſs of Land, which 


| makes it inconvenient for the remoteſt Inhabi- 
| tants to attend the Service of the Church, which 


in ſome Inftances may be true ; no reaſonable 


_ Clergyman would oppoſe a proper Remedy by 


particular AQts of Parliament. 
Tuus for Inſtance, the Deanery of Down, a 
14 Country 
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. Deanery, I think, without a Cathedral, 
depending wholly upon an Union of Pariſhes 
Joined together, in a Time when the Land lay 
waſt and thinly inhabitcd ; ſince thoſe Circum- 
ſtances are ſo prodigiouſly changed for the Bet- 


ter, may properly be leſſened, leaving a decent 


Competency to the Dean, and placing Rectories 
in the remaining Churches, which are now 


| ferved only by ſtipendary Curates. 


Tae Caſe may be probably the ſame in other 
Parts: And ſuch a Proceeding diſcreetly managed 
would be truly for the Good of the Church. 

Fox, it is to be obſerved, that Dean and Chap- 


ter Lands, which in England were all ſeized under 


the Fanatick Ulſurpation, are Things unknown in 


Ireland, having been long raviſh'd from the Church, 


by a Succeſſion of Confuſions, and Tythes applied in 


their Stead, to ſupport that Eccleſiaſtical Dignity. 


THs late * Archbiſhop of Dublin had a very 
different Way of encouraging the Clergy of his 
Dioceſe to Reſidence : When a Leaſe had ran out 


ſeven Years or more, he ſtipulated with the Te- 


nant to reſign up twenty or thirty Acres to the 


Miniſter of the Pariſh where it lay convenient, 


without leſſening his former Rent; and with no 


great Abatement of the Fine ; and this he did in 


the Parts near Dublin, wherc Landis at the high- 
eſt Rates, leaving a ſmall Chiefry for the Miniſter 


® The Right Reverend Dr, William King, 


to 


to pay, hardly a ſixth Part of the Value. I doubt 
not, that almoſt every Biſhop in the Kingdom 


may do the ſame generous Act with leſs Damage 


to their Sees, than his late Grace of Dublin; much 
of whoſe Lands were out in Fee Farms, or Leaſes 
for Lives; and I am ſorry that the good Example 
of ſuch a Prelate hath not been followed. 

Bur a great Majority of the Clergy's Friends 
cannot hitherto reconcile themſelves to this Pro- 


ject ; which they call a levelling Principle, that 
muſt inevitably root out the Seeds of all hon-it 


Emulation, the legal Parent of the greateſt Vir 
tues, and moſt generous Actions among Men ; 


| but in the general Opinion (for I do not pretend 
to offer my own) will never more have room to 
exert itſelf in the Breaſt of any Clergyman whom 


this Kingdom ſhall produce. 


Bu r, whether the Conſequences of theſe Bit's: 


may, by the Virtues and Frailties of future B;ſbeps, 


ſent over-hither-to rule the Church, terminate in 


Good and Evil, I ſhall not preſume to determine, 
ſince God can work the Former out of the Latter. 


However, one Thing I can venture to aſſert; that 
from the earlieſt Ages of Chriſtianity to the Mi- 


nute I am now Writing, there never was a Pre- 
cedent of ſuch a Proceeding, much leſs to be fear- 


ed, hoped, or apprehended. from ſuch Hands in 


any Chriſti in Country; and fo it may paſs for 
more than a Phenix ; : becauſe it hath riſen witl;-. 


duk any Afliſtance from the A/hes of its Sire. 
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Tn Appearance of ſo many Diſſenters at the 
Hearing of this Cauſe, is what, I am told, hath 
not been charged to the Account of their Pru- 
dence or Moderation; becauſe that Action hath 
been cenſured as a Mark of Triumph and Inſult 
before the Victory is compleat ; ſince neither of 
theſe Bills hath yet paſſed the Hauſe of Commons, 
and ſome are pleaſed to think it not impoſſible 
that they may be rejected. Neither do I hear, 
that there is an enacting Clauſe in either of the 
Bills to apply any Part of the divided or ſub- 
divided Tythes, towards increaſing the Stipends 
of the Sectaries. So, that theſe Gentlemen ſeem 
to be gratified like him, who, after having been 
kicked down Stairs, took Comfort when he ſaw 
his Friend kicked down after him. 

I Have heard many more Objections againſt 
feveral Particulars of both theſe Bills; but they 
are of ſo high a Nature, and carry ſuch dreadful 
Innuendoes, that I dare not mention them, reſol- 
ving togive no Offence, becauſe I well know how 
obnoxious I have long been (although I conceive 
without any Fault of my own) to the Zeal and 
Principles of thoſe, who place all Difference in 
Opinion, concerning publick Matters, to the 
Score of Diſaffectian; whereof I am at leaſt as 
innocent as the loudeſt of my Detractors. 


Dublin, Feb. 24, 1731-2. 
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E have been told in the common 
= News-Papers, that all Attempts are 
o be made this Seffions by the Pre- 
SS by:erians, and their Abettors, for 
taking off the Teft; as a kind of preparatory Step, 
to make it go down ſmoother in England. For, 
if once their Light would ſo ſhine, the Papiſts, 
delighted with the Blaze, would all come in, and 
dance about it. This I take to be a prudent Me- 
thod ; like that of a diſcreet Phyſician, who firſt 


| gives a new Medicine to a Dog, before he pre- 
| Cribes it to a human Creature. 
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Taz Presbyterians have, ever ſince the Re- 
volution, directed their learned Caſuiſts to em- 


ploy their Pens on this Subject; by ſhewing the 
Merits and Pretenſions upon which they claim 


this Juſtice; as founded upon the Services they 
did towards the Reſtoration of King Charles the 
Second; and at the Revolution, under the Prince 
of Orange. Which Pleas | take to be the moſt ſin- 
gular, in their kind, that ever were offered in 


the Face of the Sun, againſt the moſt glaring 
Light of Truth, and againſt a Continuation of 
publics Facts, known to all Europe for twenty 


Years together. I ſhall, therefore, impartially 
examine the Merits and Conduct of the Presbyte- 
riaus, upon thoſe two great Events; and the 
Pretenſions to Favour, which they challenge 


upon them. 


8o o after the Reformation of the Church * 


England, under Edward the Sixth, upon Queen. 
Mary's ſucceeding to the Crown, who reſtored 


Popery ; many Proteſtants fled out of England, 
to eſcape the Perſecution raiſed againſt the Church, 


as her Brother had left it eſtabliſhed. Some of 


theſe Exiles went to Geneva; which City had re. 


ceived the Doctrine of Calvin, and rejected the 


Government of Biſhops ; with many other Refine - 


ments. Theſe Engliſb Exiles readily embraced the 


Geneva Syſtem ; and having added further Im- 
provements of their own, upon Queen Mary's 
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Death, returned to England; where they preach'd 
up their new Opinions; inveighing bitterly againſt 
Epiſcopacy, and all Rites and Ceremonies, how- 
ever innocent and ancient in the Church: Build- 
ing upon this Foundation ; to run as far as poſſi- 
ble from Popery, even in the moſt minute and in. 


different Circumſtances : This Faction, under the 
Name of Puritan, became very turbulent, du- 


ring the whole Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and 
were always diſcouraged by that wiſe Queen, as 
well as by her two Succeſſors. However, their 
Numbers, as well as their Inſolence and Perverſe- 
neſs, ſo far increaſed, that ſoon after the Death of 
King Fames the Firſt, many Inſtances of their 
Petulancy and Scurrility, are to be ſeen in their 
Pamphlets, written for ſome Years after; which. 
was a Trade they began in the Days of Queen 
Elizabeth: Particularly with great Rancour againſt 
the Biſhops, the Habits, and the Ceremonies : 
Such were thoſe ſcurrilous Libels under the Title. 
of Martin Mar-Prelate, and ſeveral others. 
And, although the Earl of. Clarendon tells us, un- 
til the Year 1640, (as L remember) the Kingdom. 
was in a. State of perfet Peace and Happineſs, 
without the leaſt Appearance of Thought or De- 
ſign, towards making any Alterations in Religion. 
or Government; yet I have found, by often ru- 


| maging for old Books in Little Britain and Duck- 


Lane, a great Number of Pamphlets printed from 


184 The PrezBYTERIANS PLEA 
the Year 1630 to 1640, full of as bold and im- 
pious railing Expreſſions, againſt the lawful Pow- 


er of the Crown, and the Order of Biſhops, as 


ever were uttered during the Rebellion, or the 
whole ſubſequent Tyranny of that Fanatick A- 
narchy. However, I find it manifeſt, that Pu- 


ritaniſin did not erect it ſelf into a new ſeparate 


Species of Religion, till ſome Time after the Re- 


bellion began. For, in the latter Times of King 
James the Firſt, and the former Part of his Son, 


there were ſeveral Puritan Biſhops, and many 


Puritan private Clergymen ; while People went, 
as their Inclinations led them, to hear Preachers 
of each Party in the Pariſh Churches. For, the 


Puritan Clergy had received Epiſcopal Orders as 
well as the reit. But, ſoon after the Rebellion 
broke out, the Term Puritan gradually dropt, 


and that of Presbyterian ſucceeded ; which Sect 
was, in two or three Years, eſtabliſhed in all its- 
Forms, by what they call an Ordinance of the 
Lords and Commons, without conſulting the- 
King, who was then at War againſt his Rebels. 


And, from this Period, the Church continued un- 
der Perſecution until Monarchy was reſtored in 


the Year 1660. | 
In a Year or two after, we began to hear ot 


a new Party riſen, and growing in the Parliament, 


as well as the Army; under the Name of Indepen- 
dent: It ſpread, indeed, ſomewhat more in the 


latter ; 
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latter; but not equal with the Presbyterians, ei- 
ther in Weight or Number, until ſome Time be- 
fore the K ing was murdered. 

Wren the King, who was then a Priſoner in 
the Iſle of Wigbt, had made his laſt Conceſſions 
for a Peace to the Commiſſioners of the Parlia- 

ment, who attended him there ; upon their Re- 
turn to Londen, they reported his Majeſty's An- 
ſwer in the Houſe. Whereupon, a Number of 
moderate Members, who, as Ludlow ſays, had 
ſecured their own Terms with that Prince, ma- 
naged with fo much Art, as to obtain a Majority, 
in a thin Houſe, for paſſing a Vote, that the King's 
Conceſſions were.a Ground for a future Settlement. 
But the great Officers of the Army, joining with 
the diſcontented Members, came to a Reſolution, 
of excluding all thoſe who had conſented to that 
Vote; which they executed in a military Way. 
Ireton told Fairfax the General, a rigid Presby- 
terian, of this Reſolution ; who thereupon iſſued 
his Orders for drawing out the Army the next 
Morning, and placing Guards in Meſtminſter- 
Hall, the Court of Requeſts, and the Lobby ; who, 
in Obedience to the General, in Conjunction 
with thoſe Members who had oppoſed the Vote, 
would let no Member enter the Houſe, except 
| thoſe of their own Party. Upon which, the 
Queſtion for bringing the King to Juſtice, was 
immediately put and carried, without Oppolition, 

5 that 
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that I can find. Then, an Order was made for 
his Trial; the Time and Place appointed; the 
Judges named; of whom Fairfax himſelf was 
one; although by the Advice, or Threats of his 
Wife, he declined fitting among them. How- 
ever, by freſh Orders under his own Hand, which 
I have ſeen in Print, he appointed Guards to at- 
tend the Judges at the Tryal, and to keep the 


City in Quiet; as he did likewiſe to prevent any 


Oppoſition from the People, upon the Day of 
Execution. 
From what I have already deduced, it appears 


manifeſt, that the Differences between thoſe two 


Sets, Presbyterian and Independent, did not then 
amount to half ſo much as what there is between 
a Whig and Tory at preſent among us. The De- 
ſign of utterly extirpating Monarchy and Epiſco- 
pacy, was equally the fame in both; evidently 
the Conſequence of the very ſame Principles, up- 


on which the Presbyterians alone began, centi- 


nued, and would have ended in the fame Events; 
if towards the Concluſion they had not been 


bearded by that new Party, with whom they 


could not agree about dividing the Spoil. How- 
ever, they held a good Share of Civil and Mi- 
tary Employments during the whole Time of the 
Uſurpation; whoſe Names, and Actions, and 


Preferments, are frequent in the Accounts of thoſe 


Times, For, | make no Doubt, that all the 
3 prudent 
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prudent Presbyterians complied in proper Seaſons, 
falling in with the Stream; and thereby got that 


Share in Employments, which many of them 


held to the Reſtoration ; and, perhaps, too many 
of them after. In the ſame Manner, we find 
our wiſeſt Tories, in both Kingdoms, upon the 
Change of Hands and Meaſures at the Queen's 
Death, have endeavoured for ſeveral Years, by 
due Compliances, to recover the Time they had 
loſt by a temporary Obſtinacy ; wherein they 
have well ſucceeded, according to their Degrees 
of Merit. Of whoſe Names I could here make 


honourable mention, if I did not fear it might 


offend their Modeſty. | 
As to what is alledged, that fome of the 
Presbyterians declared openly againſt the King's 
Murder ; I allow it to be true. But, from what 
Motives ? No other can poflibly be aſſigned than 
perfect Spight, Rage, and Envy, to find them- 
ſelves wormed out of all Power, by a new infant 
Spawn of Independants, ſprung from their own 
Bowels. It is true, the Differences in religious 
Tenets between them, are very few and trifling ; 
the chief Quarrel, as far as | remember, relating 


to Congregational and National Aſſemblies. But, 


wherever Intereſt or Power think fit to interfere, 
it little imports what Principles the oppoſite Par- 
ties think fit to charge upon each other: For, we 


by 
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by the whole Set of zealous /Yh:gs, than the very 
Papiſts themſelves; and, in Effect, as much un- 
qualificd for the ſmalleſt Office : Although, both 

theſe Parties aſſert themſelves to be of the ſame 
Religion, in all its Branches of Doctrine and Diſ- 
Cipline ; and profeſs the ſame Loyalty to the ſame 
Proteſtant King, and his Heirs. 

Ir the Reader would know what became of this 
Independant Party, upon whom all the Miſchief 
s charged by their Presbyterian Brethren; he may 
pleaſe to obſerve, that during the whole Ufurpa- 
tion, they contended by Degrees with their Parent 
Sect, and, as J have already faid, ſhared in Em- 
ployments; and gradually, after the Reſtoration, 
mingled with the Maſs of Presbyterians; lying 

ever ſince undiſtinguiſhed in the Herd of Diſſenters. 
Tux Presbyterian Merit is of as little Weight, 
when they alledge themſelves inſtrumental towards 
the King's Reftoration, The Kingdom grew tired 
with thoſe ridiculous Models. of Government : 
Firſt, by a Houſe of Lords and Commons, with-. 
out a King; then without Biſhops; afterwards. 
by a Rump and Lords Temporal ;. then by a Rump 
alone: Next, by a ſingle Perſon. for Life, in 
Conjunction with. a Council: By Agitators: By 
Major-Generals : By a new kind of Repreſenta- 
tives from the three Kingdoms: By the Keeper, 
of the Liberties of England; with other Schemes 
that have ſlipt out of my Memory, Cromwell: 
| Was 
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was dead; his Son Richard, a weak, ignorant 
Wretch, who gave up his Monarchy much in the 
ſame Manner with the two uſurping Kings of 
Brentford. The People, haraſſed with Taxes, 
and other Oppreſſions; the King's Party, then 
called the Cavaliers, began to recover their Spirits. 
The few Nobility ſcattered through the Kingdom, 
who lived in a moſt retired Manner, obſerving 
the Confuſion of Things, could no longer endure 
to be ridden by Bakers, Coblers, Brewers, and 
the like, at the Head of Armies; and plundering 
every where like French Dragoons: The Rump 
Aſſembly grew deſpicable to thoſe who had raiſed 
them. The City of London, exhauſted by almoſt 
twenty Years contributing to their own Ruin, 
declared againſt them. The Rump, after many 
Deaths and Reſurrections, was, in the moſt con- 
temptuous Manner, kick'd out, and burnt in 
Effigy. The excluded Members were let in: A 


free Parliament called in as legal a Manner as the 


Times would allow; and the King reſtored. 
TRE ſecond Claim of Presbyterian Merit, is 
founded upon their Services againſt the dangerous 


Deſigns of King James the Second; while that 


Prince was uſing all his Endeavours to introduce 
Popery, which he openly profeſſed upon his coming 
to the Crown: To this they add, their eminent 
Services at the * under the Prince of 


Orange: 


Now 
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Now, the Quantum of Presbyterian Merit, | 


during the four Years Reign of that weak, bi- 
gotted, and ill-adviſed Prince, as well as at the 
Time of the Revolution, will eafily be computed, 


by a Recourſe to a great Number of Hiſtories, 


Pamphlets, and publick Papers, printed in thoſe 
Times, and ſome afterwards ; beſide the Verba 
Teſtimonies of many Perſons yet alive, who are 
old enough to have known and obſerved the Diſ- 
ſenters Conduct in that critical Period. 

I x is agreed, that upon King Charles the Se- 
cond's Death, ſoon after his Succeſſor had pub- 
lickly owned himſelf a Roman Catholick; he be- 
gan with his firſt Careſſes to the Church Party; 
from whom havinz received very cold diſcouraging 
Anſwers ; he applied to the Presbyterian Leaders 
and Teachers; being adviſed by his Prieſts and 
Popiſh Courtiers, that the ſafeſt Method towards 
introducing his own Religion, would be by taking 
off the Sacramental Teſt, and giving a full Liberty 
of Conſcience to all Religions, (I ſuppoſe that 
_ profeſſed Chriſtianity.) It ſeems, that the Pres- 
byterians, in the latter Years of King Charles 
the Second, upon Account of certain Plots, (al- 
lowed by Biſhop Burnet to be genuine) had been, 
for a ſhort Time, forbid to hold their Conventi- 
cles. Whereupon, theſe charitable Chriſtians 
out of perfect Reſentment againſt the Church, 
rcecived the gracious Offers of King James with 


the 
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the ſtrongeſt Profeſſions of Loyalty, and higheſt 


Acknowledgments for his Favour, I have ſeen 
ſeveral of their Addreſſes, full of Thanks and 
Praiſes, with bitter Inſinuations of what they had 
ſuffered; putting themſelves and the Papi/ts upon 
the ſame Foot; as Fellow-Sufferers for Conſcience; 
and with the Style of, Our Brethren the Roman 
Catholicks. About this Time began the Project 
of Cliſetting, (which hath fince been practiſed 
many Times, with more Art and Succeſs) where 
the principal Gentlemen of the Kingdom were 
privately catechiſed by his Majeſty, to know whe. 
ther, if a new Parliament were called, they 
would agree to paſs an Act for repealing the Sa- 


cramental Teſt, and eſtabliſhing a general Liberty 


of Conſcience, But he received ſo little Encou- 
ragement, that, deſpairing of Succeſs, he had 
Recourſe to his diſpenſing Power, which the Jud- 
ges had determined to be Part of his Prerogative. 
By Colour of this Determination, he preferred 
ſeveral Presbyterians, and many Papiſts, to Civil 
and Military Employments. While the King was 
thus buſied, it is well known that Monſieur Fagel, 
the Dutch Envoy in Londen, delivered the Opi- 
nion of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, con- 
cerning the Repeal of the 7%; whereof the King 
had ſent an Account to their Highneſſes, to know 
how far they approved of it. The Subſtance of 
their _— as _—_ by Fagel, was this, 
That 
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Dat their Higbneſſes thought very well of a Li- 


berty of Conſcience ; but by no Means of gruing Em- 
Pleyments to any other Perſons than thoſe who were 
of the National Church. This Opinion was con- 
firmed by ſeveral Reaſons: I cannot be more par- 


ticular, not having the Paper by me, although it 


hath been printed in many Accounts of thoſe 
Times. And thus much every moderate Church- 
man would perhaps ſubmit to: But to truſt any 
Part of the Civil Power in the Hands of thoſe 
whoſe Intereſt, Inclination, Conſcience, and for- 
mer Practices have been wholly turned to intro- 
duce a different Syſtem of Religion and Govern- 
ment, hath very few Examples in any Chriſtian 


State; nor any at all in Hand, the great Pa- 
troneſs of Univerſal Toleration. 


Uros the firſt Intelligence King Fames re- 


ceived of an intended Invaſion by the Prince of 


Orange; among great Numbers of Papiſts, to in- 
creaſe his Troops, he gave Commiſſions to ſeveral 
Presbyterians; ſome of whom had been Officers 
under the Rump; and particularly he placed one 
Richards, a noted Presbyterian, at the Head of a 
Regiment, who had been Governor of Wexford 
in Cromwel/s Time, and is often mentioned by 
Ludlow in his Memoirs. This Regiment was 
raifed in England againſt the Prince of Orange : 
'The Colonel made his Son a Captain, whom I 


| knew, and was as zealous a Presbyterian as his 


Father, 
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Father. However, at the Time of the Prince's 
Landing, the Father eaſily foreſeeing how Things 


would go, went over, like many others, to the 


Prince, who continued him in his Regiment; but 


coming over a Year or two after, to aſſiſt in rai- 


ſing the Siege of Derry, he behaved himſelf ſo 
like either a Cuward or a Traytor, that his Re- 
giment was taken from him. 

I w1LL now conſider the Conduct of the 
Church-Party during the whole Reign of that un- 
fortunate King. They were ſo unanimous againſt 
promiſing to paſs an Act for repealing the Teſt, 
and eſtabliſhing a general Liberty of Conſcience ; 
that the King durſt not truſt a Parliament; but 
encouraged by the Profeſſions of Loyalty given 
him by his Presbyterian Friends, went on with 
his diſpenſing Power. 

Tux Church. Clergy at that Time are allowed 


to have written the beſt Collection of Tracts 


azainſt Popery that ever appeared in England; 
which are to this Day in the higheſt Eſteem. 
But, upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry, I could never 
hear of above one or two Papers publiſhed by the 
Presbyterians at that Time upon the ſame Sub- 


| jet. Seven great Prelates (he of Canterbury 
among the reſt) were ſent to the Tower, for 


preſenting a Petition, wherein they deſired to be 
excuſed in not obeying an illegal Command from 
the King. The Biſhop of London, Dr. Compton, 

Vol. vIII. K Was 
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was ſummoned to anſwer before the Commiſſio. 


ners for Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, for not ſuſpending 


Dr. Sharp (afterwards Archbiſhop of York) by 
the King's Command. If the Presbyterians ex- 
preſſed the ſame Zeal upon any Occaſion, the In- 
ſtances of it are not as I can find, left upon Re- 


cord, or tranſmitted by Tradition, The Proceed. 


ings againſt Magdalen College in Oxford, for 
refuſing to comply with the King's Mandate for 
admitting a profeſſed Papiſt upon their Founda- 


tion, are a ſtanding Proof of the Courage and 


Firmneſs in Religion ſhewn by that learned So- 
ciety, to the Ruin of their Fortunes. The Pres- 
byterians know very well, that I could produce 
many more Inſtances of the ſame Kind. But theſe 


are enough in fo ſhort a Paper as I intend at preſent, 


I is indeed very true, that after King William 
was ſettled on the Engliſb Throne, the Presby- 
terians began to appear, and offer their Creden- 
tials, and demand Favour: And, the new King 
having been originally bred a Calviniſt, was deſi- 
rous enough to make them eaſy (if that would do 
it) by a legal Toleration ; although in his Heart 
he never bore much Affection to that Sect; nor 


deſigned to favour them further than as it ſtood 
with the preſent Scheme of Politicks : As I have 


long ſince been affured by the greateſt Men of 
Whig-Principles at that Time in England. 
Ir 
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IT is likewiſe true, nor will be denied; that 
when the King was poſſeſſed of the Engliſh 
Crown ; and the Remainder of the Quarrel was 
left to be decided in this Kingdom; the Presby- 
terians wiſely choſe to join with the Prote/tant 
Armyy rather than with that of King James their 
old Friend, whoſe Aﬀairs were then in a Manner 
deſperate. They were wiſe enough to know, 
that this Kingdom, divided againſt it ſelf, could 
never prevail againſt the united Power of England. 


They fought pro arts & fects; for their Eſtates 


and Religion; which latter will never ſuffer fo 
much by the Church of England, as by that of 
Rome, where they arc counted Hereticks as well 

as we: And conſequently they had no other Game 
to play. But, what Merit they can build upon 
having joined with a Proteſtant Army, under a 
King they acknowledged, to defend their own 
Liberties and Properties againſt a Popiſb Enemy 
under an abdicated King; is, I confeſs, to me 
abſolutely inconceivable; and, I believe, will 


equally be ſo for ever, to any reaſonable Man. 


WHEN thele Sectaries were ſeveral Years ago 
making the ſame Attempt for aboliſhing the Teſt, 
many groundleſs Reports were induſtriouſly and 
ſeaſonably ſpread of an Invaſion threatned by the 
Pretender, on the North of ITraland. At which 


Time the Presbyterians in their Pamphlets argued 


in a menacing Manner, that if the Pretender 
K 2 ſhould 
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ſhould invade thoſe Parts of the Kingdom, where 
the Numbers and Eftates of the Diſſenters chiefly 
lay; they would fit ſtill, and let us fight our own 
Battles; ſince they were to reap no Advantage, 
which ever Side ſhould be V ictors. If this were 
the Courſe they intended to take in ſuch a Caſe; 
1 defire to know, how they could contrive ſafely 


o ſtand Neuter, otherwiſe than by a Compact 


with the Pretender and his Army, to ſupport their 
Neutrality, and protect them againſt the Forces 
of the Crown? This is a neceſſary Suppolition 
becauſe they muſt elſe have inevitably been a Prey 
to both. However, by this frank Declaration, 
they ſufficiently ſhewed their good Will; and 
confirmed the common Charge laid at their Door; 
that a Scattiſb or Northern Preslyterian hates our 


Epiſcopal eſtabliſned Church, more than Popery 


it ſelf. And, the Reaſon for this Hatred, is na- 
tural enough; becauſe it is the Church alone, that 

ſtands in the Way between them, and Power ; 
which Popery doth not. 

VU reo this Occaſion I am in ſome doubt, who- 
ther the political Spreaders of thoſe chimerical In- 
vaſions, made a judicious Choice in fixing the 
Northern Parts of [rcland for that romantick 
F'nterprize. Nor, can I well underſtand the 
Wiſdom of the Presbyterians in W 
and confirming thoſe Reports. Becauſe, it ſeemed 


to caſt a moſt infamous Reflection upon the Loy- 
alty 
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alty and religious Principles of their whole Body: 
For, if there had been any Truth in the Matter, 
the Conſequence muſt have been allowed, that the 
Pretender counted upon more Affiſtance from hi; 
Father's Friends the Presbyterians, by chuſing to 
land in thoſe very Parts, where their Number, 
Wealth, and Power moſt prevailed ; rather than 
amiong thoſe of his own Religion. And there- 
fore, in Charity to this Sect, I rather incline to 
believe, that thoſe Reports of an Invafion were 
formed and ſpread by the Race of ſmall Politici- 
ans, in order to do a ſeaſonable Job. 

As to Popery in general, which for a thouſand 
Years paſt hath been introducing and multiplying 
Corruptions both in Doctrine and Diſcipline ; I 
look upon it to be the moſt abſurd Syſtem cf 
Ehriftianity profeſſed by any Nation, But I ca. 
not apprehend this Kingdom to be in much Dan- 
ger from it. The Eſtates of Papiſts are very few; 
crumbling into ſmall Pieces, and daily diminiſh-- 
ing. Their common People are ſunk in Poverty. 


Ignorance, and Cowardice; as of as little Con- 


ſequence as Women and Children, Their Nobi- 
lity and Gentry are at leaſt by one half ruined, 
baniſhed, or converted: They all ſoundly feel the 
Smart of what they ſuffered in the laſt Iriſh War 
Some of them are already retired into foreign 
Countries; others, as Iam told, intend to follow 
them; and the reſt, I believe, to a Man, who 
K * ſtill 
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ſtill poſſeſs any Lands, are abſolutely determined 


never to hazard them again for the Sake of eſtab- 
liſhing their Superſtition, If it hath been thought 
fit, as ſome obſerve, to abate of the Laws Rigour 
againſt Popery in this Kingdom, I am confident 
it was done for very wiſe Reaſons, conſidering the 
Situation of Affairs abroad at different Times, 
and the Intereſt of the Pretęſtant Religion in ge- 
neral, And, as I do not find the leaſt Fault in 
this Proceeding ; ſo I do not conceive why a ſunk 
diſcarded Party, who neither expect nor deſire 


any thing more than a quiet Life; ſhould, under 


the Names of Htigh- Flyers, Facobites, and many 
other vile Appellations, be charged fo often in 
Print, and at common Tables, with endeavour- 
ing to introduce Popery and the Pretender ; while 
the Papiſts abhor them above all other Men, on 
Account of Severities againſt their Prieſts in her 
tate Majeſty's Reign; when the xow ' dis banded 
Reprobate Party was in Power. This I was con- 
vinced of ſome Years ago by a long Journey into 
the Southern Parts; where I had the Curioſity to 
ſend for many Prieſts of the Pariſhes I paſſed 
through; and, to my great Satisfaction found them 
every where abounding in Profeſſions of Loyalty 
to the late King George; for which they gave me 
the Reaſons abovementioned; at the ſame Time 
complaining bitterly of the Hardſhips they ſuf- 
icred under the QUEEN'S /aft Miniſtry. 
| Rn 
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I RETURN from this Digreſſion to the modeſt 
Demands of the Presbyterians for a Repeal of the 


Sacramental Teſt, as a Reward for their Merits 
at the Reſtoration, and the Revolution; which 


Merits I have fairly repreſented as well as my Me- 
mory would allow me. If I have committed any 


Miſtakes, they muſt be of little Moment. The 
Facts and principal Circumſtances are what I have 
obtained and digeſted, from reading the Hiſtorics 
of thoſe Times, written by each Party; and many 
Thouſands have done the fame as well as I, who 
I am ſure have in their Minds drawn the fame 


Concluſions. 


THis is the Faction, and theſe the Men who 
are now reſuming their Applications, and giving 
in their Bills of Merit to both Kingdoms upon 


two Points, which of all others, they have the 


leaſt Pretenſions to offer. I have collected the 
Facts with all poflible Impartiality, from the cur- 
rent Hiſtories of thoſe Times; and have ſhewn, 
although very briefly, the gradual Proceedings 


of thoſe Sectaries under the Denominations of 


Puritans, Presbyterians, and Independants, for 
about the Space of an hundred and eighty Years, 
from the beginning of Queen Elizabeth, to this 
preſent Time. But, notwithſtanding all that 


can be faid, theſe very Schiſmaticks, {for ſuch 


they are in Temporals as well as Spirituals) are 
now again expecting, ſolliciting, and demanding, 
555 | (not 
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(not without inſinuated Threats, according to 
their Cuſtom) that the Parliament ſhould fix 
them upon an equal Foot with the Church Eftab- 
liſhed. I would fain know to what Branch of the 
Legiſlature they can have the Forehead to apply. 
Not to my Lords the Biſhops ; who muſt have 


often read, how the Predeceſſors af this very Fac- 


ion, acting upon the ſame Principles, drove the 
whole Bench out of the Houſe ; who were then, 
and hitherto continue one of the three Eftates. 
Not to the Temporal Peers, the ſecond of the 
three Eſtates ; who immediately after thoſe rebel- 
lious Fanaticks had murdered their King, voted 


2 Houſe of Lords to be uſeleſs anddangerous, and 


would let them fit no longer, otherwiſe than whea 
elected as Commoners : Not to the Houſe of Com- 


mons; who muſt have heard, that in thoſe Fa- 


natick Times the Presbyterian and Independant 
Commanders in the Army, by military Power, 
expelled all the moderate Men out of the Houſe, 
and left a Rump to govern the Nation. Laſtly, 
not to the Crown, which thoſe very Saints deſ- 
tined to Rule the Earth, trampled under their 
Feet, and then in cold Blood murdered the Bleſ- 
ſed Wearer. | | 

Bu r, theSeffion now approaching, and a Clan 
of Diſſenting Teachers came up to Town from 
| their Northern Head Quarters, accompanied by 
many of their Elders and Agents, and ſupported 


by 
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by a general Contribution, to ſollicit their Eſtab- 
liſhment, with a Capacity of holding all Military 
as well as Civil Employments ; I think it high 
Time, that this Paper ſhould ſee the Light. How- 
ever, I cannot conclude without freely confeſſing, 
that if the Presbyterians ſhould obtain their Ends, 
I could not be ſorry to find them miſtaken in the 
Point which they have moſt at Heart by the Re- 

peal of the 72; TI mean the Benefit of Employ- 
ments. For, after all, what Aſſurance can a 
Scottiſh Northern Diſſenter, born on Iriſb Ground, 
have, that he ſhall be treated with as much Fa- 
vour as a TRUE SCO T born beyond the 
Tweed. 
IAM ready enough to believe that all I have 
ſaid will avail but little. I have the common Ex- 
cuſe of other Men, when I think my ſelf bound 
by all religious and civil Ties, to diſcharge my 
Conſcience, and to warn my Countrymen upon 
this important Occaſion, It is true, the Advo- 
cates for this Scheme promiſe a new World, after 
this bleſſed Work ſhall be compleated ; that all 
Animoſity and Faction muſt immediately drop: 
That, the only Diſtinction in this Kingdom will 
then be of Papiſt and Protęſlant. For, as to 
Whig and Tory, High Church and Law Church, 
Tacobite and Hanoverian, Court and Country 
Party, Engliſh and Iriſh Intereſt, Diſſenters and 
_ Conformifts, New Light and Old Light; Anabu- 
K 5 "> © 
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tift and Independant, Quaker and Muggletonian; 
they will all meet and jumble together into a per- 
fect Harmony, at the Seſſions and Aſſizes, on the 
Bench, and in the Revenues; and upon the whole, 
in all Civil and Military Truſt, not excepting the 
great Councils of the Nation. For, it is wiſely 
argued thus: That, a Kingdom being no more 
than a larger Knot of Friends met together, it 
is againſt the Rules of good Manners to ſhut any 
Perſon out of the Company, except the Papy/ts ; ; 
who profeſs themſelves of another Club. 

I AM at a Loſs to know what Arts the Pres- 
byterian Sect intends to uſe, in convincing the 
\World of their Loyalty to kingly Government; 
which long before the Prevalence, or even the 
Birth of their Independant Rivals, as ſoon as the 
King's Forces were overcome, declared their Prin- 
ciples to be againſt Monarchy, as well as Epiſco- 
pacy and the Houſe of Lords, even until the King 
was reſtored: At which Event, although they 
were forced to ſubmit to the preſent Power, yet 
1 have not heard that they did ever, to this Day, 
renounce any one Principle by which their Pres 
deceſſors then acted; yet this they have beenchal- 
lenged to do, or at leaſt to ſhew that others have 
done it for them, by a certain * Doctor, who, 
as I am told, hath much employed his Pen in the 
like Diſputes, I own, they will be ready enough 


* The late Dr, TIS ET, whe died June, 1736, 
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to inſinuate themſelves into any Government. 
But, if they mean to be honeſt and upright, 
they will and muſt endeavour by all Means, 
which they ſhall think lawful, to introduce and 
eſtabliſh their own Scheme of Religion, as neareſt 
approaching to the Word of Gop, by caſting 
out all ſuperſtitious Ceremonies, Eccleſiaſtical 
Titles, Habits, Diſtinctions, and Superiorities, 
as Rags of Popery; in order to a thorough Refor- 
mation ; and, as in Charity bound, to promote 
the Salvation of their Countrymen: Wiſhing with 
St. Paul, That the whele Kingdom where as they 
are. But, what Aſſurance will they pleaſe to 
give, that when their Sect ſhall become the Na- 
tional Eſtabliſhed Worſhip, they will treat Us 
DisSENTERS as we have treated them, Was 
this their Courſe of Proceeding during the Do- 
minion of the Saints? Were not all the Re- 
maindersof the Epiſcopal Church, in thoſe Days, 
eſpecially the Clergy, under a Perſecution for 
above à dozen Years, equal to that of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians under Heathen Emperors? That 
this Proceeding was fuitable to their Principles, 
is known enough; for many of their Preachers 
then writ Books expreſly againſt allowing any 
Liberty of Conſcience, in a. Religion different 
from their own ;. producing many Arguments to 
prove that Opinion; and among the reſt, one 
frequently inſiſted on; that, allowing ſuch a Li- 
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berty would be to ęfabliſb Iniquitity by a Law: 
* Many of theſe Writings are yet to be . ; 
and, I hear, have been quoted by the Doctor 
above mentioned. 

As to their great Objection of proſtituting that 


holy Inſtitution, the bleſſed Sacrament, by Way 


of a Teſt, before Admittance into any Employ- 
ment; I ask, whether they would not be content 


to receive it after their own Mamer, for the Of- 
fice of a Judge, for that of a Commiſſioner in 
the Revenue, for a Regiment of Horſe, or to be 
a Lord Juſtice. I believe they would ſcruple it 


as little, as a long Grace before and after Dinner ; 
which they can ſay without bending a Knee. For, 
as I have been told, their Manner of taking 
Bread and Wine in their Conventicles, is per- 
formed with little more Solemnity than at their 


common Meals. And, therefore, ſince they loox 


upon our Practice in receiving the Elements, to 
de idolatrous; they neither can, nor ought, in 


Conſcience, to allow us that Liberty, otherwiſe 


than by Connivance; and a bare Toleration, 
like what is permitted to the Papiſts, But, lf? 
we ſhould offend them, I am ready to change this 


Teſt for another; although, 1 am afraid, that 


fanifted Reaſon is, by no Means, the Point 


where the Difficulty pinches; and only offered 
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by pretended Churchmen, as if they could be con- 
tent with our believing, that the Impiety and 
Prophanation of making the Sacrament a Teſt, 
were the only Objection. I therefore. propoſe, 
that before the preſent Law be repealed, another 
may be enacted, that no Man ſhall receive any 

Employment, before he ſwears himſelf to be a true 
Member of the Church of Ireland, in Doctrine 
and Diſcipline, &c. And, that he will never. 
frequent, or communicate with any other Form 
of Worſhip. It ſhall likewiſe be. further enacted, 
that whoever offends, c. ſhall be. fined five 
hundred Pounds, impriſoned for a Year and a. 
Day, and rendered incapable of all publick Truſt 
for ever. Otherwiſe, I do infiſt, that thoſe pious, 
indulgent, external Profeſſors of our National 
Religion, ſhall either give up that fallacious hy- 
pocritical Reaſon for taking off the Teſt; or 
freely confeſs, that they deſire to have a Gate 
wide open for every Set, without any Teſt at 
all, except that of ſwearing Loyalty to the King : 
Which, however, conſidering their Principles, 
with regard to Monarchy yet unrenounced, 
might, if they would pleaſe to look deep enough 
into their own Hearts, prove a more bitter Teſt, 
than any other that the Law hath yet invented. 

For, from the firſt Time that theſe Sectaries 
appeared in the World, it hath been always 
found, by their whole Proceeding, that they 

proſeſſed 
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profeſſed an utter Hatred to kingly Government, 
I can recolleR, at preſent, three Civil Eſtabliſh- 
ments, where Calvini/ts, and ſome other Re- 
formers who rejected Epiſcopacy, poſſeſs the Su- 
preme Power; and, theſe are all Republicks; I 
mean, Holland, Geneva, and the reformed Swiſs 
Cantons. I do not ſay this in Diminution, or 
 Difgrace to Commonwealths ; wherein, I con- 
fe, I have much altered many Opinions under 
which I was educated, having been led by ſome 
Obſervation, long Experience, and a thorough 
Deteſtation ſer the Corruptions of Mankind: 


Inſomuch, that I am now juſtly liable to the 


Cenſure of Hobbs, who complains, that the 
Youth of England imbibe ill Opinions, from 
reading the Hiſtories of ancient Greece and Rome, 
thoſe renowned Scenes of Liberty and every 
Virtue, 

Bur, as to Monarchs; who muſt be ſuppoſed 
well to ſtudy and underſtand their own Intereſt ; 
they will beſt conſider, wie: her tLoſe People, who 
in all their Actions, Preaci:ings, and Writings, 
have openly declared themſelves againſt Regal 
Power, are to be ſafely placed in an equal De- 
_ gree of Favour and Truſt, with thoſe who have 
becn always found the true and only Friends to 
the Engliſb Eſtabliſnment. From which Confi- 
deration, I could have added one more Article 
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to my new Teſt, if I had — it worth my 
Time. 

IA been aſſured by ſome Perſons who 
were preſent, that ſeveral of theſe Diſſenting 
Teachers, upon their firſt Arrival hither to ſolli- 
cit the Repeal of the Teſt, were pleaſed to ex- 
preſs their Gratitude, by publickly drinking the 
_ Healths of certain eminent Patrons, whom they 
pretend to have found among us; if this be true, 
and that the Teſt muſt be delivered up by the 
very Superiors appointed to defend it; the Affair 
is already, in Effect, at an End. What ſecret 
Reaſons thoſe Patrons may have given for ſuch a 
Return of brotherly Love, I ſhall not inquire: 
For, O my Soul, come not thou into their Secret, 
unto their Aſſembly mine Honour be not thou 
united. For in their Anger they flew a Man, 
and in their Self-will they digged dotun a Wall. 
C urſed be their Anger, for it was fierce, and 
their Wrath, for it was cruel ; I will divide them 
in Jacob, and ſcatter them in Iſrael. 
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that the Poor-Houſe, eſpecially ſince 
the new Conſtitution by Act of Par- 
liament, hath been of no Benefit to 
this "City y, for the Eaſe of which it was wholly 
intended. I had the Honour to be a Member of 
it many Years before it was new modelled by the 
Legiſlature ; not from any perſonal Regard, but 
merely as one of the two Deans, who are of 
Courſe put into moſt Commiſſions that relate to 
the City ; and I have likewiſe the Honour to 


have been left out of ſeveral Commiſſions upon 


the Score of Party, in which my Predeceſſors, 


Time out of Mind, have always been Mem * 
H£ 


ꝶh0˙ù6 . . ZE SS 4 Sa 


= T hath been a general Complaint, 


———_ >. wo 2 — — — 
n — 


=> 


— 


o 


Py — — by < 
—— — —— 44 


2 
— 


N -. * — = 
: rr 


282 


— —— — 
FL - 


. 
bao hg ee 


8 
P_ 


212 A Proposar for giving 

THz firſt Commiſſion was made up of about 
fifty Perſons, which were the Lord-Mayor, Al- 
dermen, and Sheriſts, and ſome few other Citi- 


zens: The Judges, the two Archbiſhops, the 


two Deans of the City, and one or two more 
Gentlemen. And I muſt confeſs my Opinion, 
that the diſſolving the old Ccmmiſſion, and eſta- 
bliſhing a new one of near three times the Num- 
ber, have been the great Cauſe of rendering ſo 
good a Deſign not only uſeleſs, but a Grievance 
inſtead of a Benefit to the City. In the preſent 
Commiſſion all the City-Clergy are included, be- 
fides a great Number of *Squires,. not only thoſe 


| who reſide in Dublin, and the Neighbourhood, 


but ſeveral who live at a great Diſtance, and 
cannot poſſibly have the leaſt Concern for the 
Advantage of the City.. 


AT the few General Meetings that T have at- 
tended ſince the new Eſtabliſhment, I obſerved 
very little was done except one or two Acts of 
extream Juſtice, which I ther thought might as 
well have been ſpared: And I have found the 
Court of Aſſiſtants uſually taken up in little Bran- 
| gles about Coachmen, or adjuſting Accounts of 


Meal and Small-Beer ; which, however Neceſ- 


fary, might ſometimes have given Place to Mat- 
ters of much greater Moment, I mean ſome 
Schemes recommended to the General Board, 


for anſwering the chief Ends in erecting and 


eſtabliſhing 
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eſtabliſhing ſuch a Poor-Houſe, and endowing it 
with ſo conſiderable a Revenue: And the prin- 


cipal End I take to have been that of maintain- 
ing the Poor and Orphans of the City, where the 
Pariſhes are not able to do it; and clearing the 
Streets from all Strollers, Foreigners, and ſturdy 
Beggars, with which, to the univerſal Com- 
plaint and Admiration, Dublin is more infeſted 


ſince the Eſtabliſhment of the Poor-Houſe, than 
it was ever known to be ſince its firſt Erection, 


As the whole Fund for ſupporting this Hoſpi- 
tal is raiſed only from the Inhabitants of the City; 


fo there can be hardly any Thing more abſurd 


than to ſee it miſemployed in maintaining Fo- 


reign Beggars and Baſtards, or Orphans, whoſe 


Country Landlords never contributed one Shil- 
ling towards their Support. I would engage, 
that half this Revenue, if employed with com- 
mon Care, and no very great Degree of common 
Honeſty, would maintain all the real Objects of 
Charity in this City, except a ſmall Number of 


Original Poor in every Pariſh, who might with- 


out being burthenſome to the Pariſhioners — * 
tolerable Support. 


I Have for ſome Years paſt applied myſelf to 


ſeveral Lord-Mayors, and to the late Archbiſhop 


of Dublin, for a Remedy to this Evil of Foreign 
Beggars ; and they all appeared ready to receive 


a very plain Propoſal, I mean, that of badging 
the 
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214 A PROPOSAL for giving 
the Original Poor of every Pariſh, who begged 
in the Streets: That, the ſaid Beggars ſhould 
be confined to their own Pariſhes : T hat, they 
ſhould wear their Badges well ſown upon one of 


their Shoulders, always viſible, on Pain of being 


whipt and turned out of Town; or whatever le- 
gal Puniſhment may be thought proper and ef- 
fectual. But, by the wrong Way of thinking in 
ſome Clergymen, and the Indifference of others, 
this Method was perpetually defeated to their 
own continual diſquiet, which they do not il] de- 
ſerve ; and if the Grievance affected only them, 
it would be of leſs Conſequence ; becauſe the 


Remedy is in their own Power. But, all Street- 


walkers, and Shop- keepers, bear an equal Share 
in this hourly Vexation. 

I NEVER heard more than one Objection 
againſt this Expedient of badging the Poor, and 
confining their Walks to their ſeveral Pariſhes. 
The Objection was this: What ſhall we do with 
the Foreign Beggars? Muſt they be left to ſtarve? 
] anſwered, No; but they muſt be driven or 
whipt out of Town; and let the next Country 
Pariſh do as they pleaſe, or rather after the Prac- 
tice in England, ſend them from one Pariſh to 
another, until they reach their own Homes. By 


the old Laws of England ſtill in Force, and I 


preſume by thoſe of Ireland, every Pariſh is bound 
to maintain its own Poor; and the Matter is of 
. | DO 
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no ſuch Conſequence in this Point as ſome would 
make it, whether a Country Pariſh be rich or 
poor, In the remoter and poorer Pariſhes of 
the Kingdom, all Neceſſaries for Life proper for 
poor People are comparatively cheaper ; I mean 
Butter-milk, Oatmeal, Potatoes, and other Ve- 
getables ; and every Farmer or Cottager who is 
not himſelf a Beggar, can ſometimes ſpare a Sup 
or a Morſel, not worth the fourth Part of a Far- 
thing, to an indigent Neighbour of his own 
Pariſh, who is diſabled from Work. A Beggar 
Native of the Pariſh is known to the Squire, to 
the Church Miniſter, to the Popiſh Prieſt, or 

the Conventicle Teachers, as well as to every 
Farmer: He hath generally ſome Relations able 
to live, and contribute ſomething to his Main- 
tenance, None of which Advantages can be 
reaſonably expected on a Removal to Places where 
he is altogether unknown. If he be not quite 
maimed, he and his Trull, and Litter of Brats 
(if he hath any) may get half their Support by 
doing ſome Kind of Work in their Power, and 
thereby be leſs burthenſome to the People. In 
ſhort, all Neceſſaries of Life grow in the Coun- 
try, and not in Cities, and are cheaper where 
they grow; nor is it equal that Beggars ſhould 


put us to the Charge of giving them Victuals, 
and the Carriage too. 


Bur, 
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Bor, when the Spirit of wandering takes him, 
attended by his Female, and their Equipage of 
Children, he becomes a Nuiſance to the whole 
Country: He and his Female are Thieves, and 


teach the Trade of ſtealing to their Brood at 
| four Years old; and if his Infirmities be coun- 


terfeit, it is dangerous for a ſingle Perſon unarm- 
ed to meet him on the Road. He wanders from 
one County to another, but {till with a View to 
this Town, whither he arrives at laſt, and enjoys 
all the Priviledges of a Dublin Beggar. 

I Dov not wonder that the Country *Squires 
ſhould be very willing to ſend up their Colonies ; 
but why the City ſhould be content to receive 
them, is beyond my Imagination. 

IF the City were obliged by their Charter to 
maintain a thouſand Beggars, they could do it 


cheaper by eighty per Cent. a hundred Miles off, 


than in this Town, or any of its Suburbs. 
THERE is no Village in Connaught, that in 
Proportion ſhares ſo deeply in the daily increaſing 


Miſeries there hardly remained any Addition, ex- 
cept the perpetual Swarms of Foreign Beggars, 
who might be baniſhed in a Month without Ex- 
pence, and with very little Trouble. 

As I am perſonally acquainted with a great 
Number of Street-Beggars, I find ſome weak 
Attempts have been made in one or two Pariſhe 

to 


Miſeries of Ireland, as its Capital City; to which 
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te promote the wearing of Badges; and my firſt 
Queſtion to thoſe who aſk an Alms is, Where is 
your Badge? | have in ſeveral Years met with 
about a Dozen who were ready to produce them, 
ſome out of their Pockets, others from under 
their Coat, and two or three on their Shoulders, 
only covered with a Sort of Capes which they 
could lift up or let down upon Occaſion. They 
are too lazy to work ; they are not afraid to 
ſteal, nor aſhamed to beg, and yet are too proud 
to be ſeen with a Badge, as many of them have 
confeſſed to me, and not a few in very injurious 
Terms, particularly the Females. They all look 
upon ſuch an Obligation as a high Indignity done 
to their Office. I appeal to all indifferent People, 
whether ſuch Wretches deſerve to be relieved ? 
As to myſelf, I muſt confeſs, this abfurd Inſo- 
lence hath ſo affected me, that for ſeveral Years 
paſt, I have not diſpoſed of one ſingle Farthing 
to a Stzeet-Beggar, nor intend to do ſo until I 
ſee a better Regulation; and I have endeavoured 
to perſuade all my Brother-walkers to follow my 


Example, which moſt of them aſſure me they do. 
For, if Beggary be not able to beat out Pride, 


it cannot deſerve Charity, However, as to Per- 
ſons in Coaches and Chairs, they bear but little 
of the Perſecution we ſuffer, and are willing to 


| leave it entirely upon us, 
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To ſay the Truth, there is not a more unde - 
ſerving vicious Race of human Kind than the 
Bulk of thoſe who are reduced to Beggary, even 
in this beggarly Country. For, as a great Part 
of our publick Miſeries is originally owing to our 
_ own Faults (but, what thoſe Faults are I am 
grown by Experience too wary to mention) ſol 
am confident, that among the meaner People, 
nineteen in twenty of thoſe who are reduced to 
a ſtarving Condition, did not become ſo by what 
Lawyers call the Work of Go p, either upon 
their Bodies or Goods; but merely from their 
own Idleneſs, attended with all Manner of V ices, 
particularly Drunkenneſs, Thievery, and Cheat- 

ing. 

| WnroEvex enquires, as I have frequently 
done, from thoſe who have aſked me an Alms, 
what was their former Courſe of Life, will find 
them to have been Servants in good Families, 
broken Tradeſmen, Labourers, Cottagers, and 
what they call decayed Houſe-keepers ; but (to 
u their own Cant) reduced by Loſſes and Croſſes, 
by which nothing can be underſtood but Idleneſs 

and V ice, 
As this is the only Chriſtian Country where 
People, contrary to the old Maxim, are the Po- 
verty and not the Riches of the Nation; ſo, the 
Bleſſing of Increaſe and Multiply is by us con- 
verted into a Curſe: And, as Marriage hath 
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BAD G ES, &. 219 
been ever countenanced in all free Countries, ſo 
we ſhould be leſs miſerable if it were diſcouraged 
in ours, as far as can be conſiſtent with Chriſtia- 
nity. It is ſeldom known in England, that the 
Labourer, the lower Mechanick, the Servant, or 
the Cottager, thinks of marrying until he hath 
ſaved up a Stock of Money ſufficient to carry on 
his Buſineſs ; nor takes a Wife without a ſuit. 
able Portion; and as ſeldom fails of making a 


yearly Addition to that Stock, with a View of 


providing for his Children. But, in this King- 
dom the Caſe is directly contrary, where many 
thouſand Couples are yearly married, whoſe 
whole united Fortuncs, bating the Rags on their 
Backs, would not be ſufficient to purchaſe a Pint 
of Butter-milk for their Wedding-Supper, nor 


have any Proſpect of ſupporting their honourable 


State but by Service, or Labour, or Thievery. 
Nay, their Happineſs is often deferred until they 
find Credit to borrow, or cunning to ſteal a Shil- 
ling to pay their Popiſh Prieft, or infamous 
Couple-Beggar. Surely no miraculous Portion 


of Wiſdom would be required to find ſome kind 
of Remedy againſt this deſtructive Evil, or at 
leaſt, not to draw the Conſequences of it upon 
our decaying City, the greateſt Part whereof 
muſt of Courſe in a ſew Years n deſolate, 
or in Ruins. 
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In all other Nations, that are not abſolutely 
barbarous, Parents think themſelves bound by 
the Law of Nature and Reaſon to make ſome 
Proviſion for their Children; but the Reaſons 
oſtered by the Inhabitants of Ireland for marry- 
ing, is, that they may have Children to main- 
tain them when they grow old and unable to 
work. 

IT a xt informed that we have been for ſome 
Time paſt extremely oblidged to England for one 
very beneficial Branch of Commerce : For, it 
ſeems they are grown fo Gracious as to tranſmit 
us continually Colonies of Beggars, in Return 
of a Million of Money they receive Yearly from 
hence. That I may give no Offence, I profeſs 
to mean real Engliſb Beggars in the literal Mean- 
ing of the Word, as it is uſually underſtood by 
Proteſtants. It ſeems, the Juſtices of the Peace 
and Pariſh Officers in the Weſtern Coaſts of 
England, have a good while followed the Trade 
of exporting hither their ſupernumerary Beg- 
gars, in order to advance the Engliſh Proteſtant 
Intereſt among us; and, theſe they are ſo kind 
to ſend over Gratis, and Duty-free. I have had 
the Honour more than once to attend large Car- 
goes of them from Chefter to Dublin : And 1 
was then ſo ignorant as to give my Opinion, 
that our City ſhould receive them into Bride well, 
and after a Month's Reſidence, having been well 
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whipt twice a Day, fed with Bran and Water, 
and put to hard Labour, they ſhould be return- 
ed honeſtly back with Thanks as cheap as they 
came? Or, if that were not approved of, I pro- 
poſed; that whereas one Englifh Man is allowed 
to be of equal intrinſic Value with twelve born 
in Jreland, we ſhould in Juſtice return them a 
Dozen for One, to * of as they pleaſed. 
But to return. 

As to the native Poor of this City, there- 
would be little or no Damage in confining them 
to their ſeveral Pariſhes. For Inſtance ; a Beg- 
gar of the Pariſh of St. Jarborough's, or any 
other Pariſh here, if he be an Object of Com- 
paſſion; hath an equal Chance to receive his 
Proportion of Alms from every charitable Hand; 
becauſe the Inhabitants, one or other, walk thro' 
every Street in Town, and give their Aline, 
without conſidering the Place, wherever ticy 
think it may be well diſpoſed of: And, theſe 
Helps, added to what they get in Eatables by 
going from Houſe to Houſe, among the Gentry 
and Citizens, will, without being very burthen 
ſome, be ſufficient to keep them alive. 
Tr is true, the Poor of the Suburb Pariſhes 
will not have altogether the ſame Advantage, be- 
cauſe they are not equally in the Road of Buſineſs 
and Paſſengers : But here it is to be conſidered; 
that the Beggars there have not ſo good a Title to 

L 3 Publick. 
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Publick Charity, becauſe moſt of them are Strollers 
from the Country, and compoſe a principal Part of 
that great Nuiſance, which we ought to remove, 

I 5HoOULD be apt to think, that few Things 
can be more irkſome to a City-Miniſter, than a 
Number of Beggars which do not belong to his 
Diſtrict, whom he hath no Obligation to take 
Care of, who are no Part of his Flock, and who 
take the Bread out of the Mouths of thoſe, ta 
whom it properly belongs, When I mention 
this Abuſe to any Miniſter of a City-Pariſh, he 
uſually lays the Fault upon the Beadles, who he 
fays are bribed by the Foreign Beggars ; and, as 
thoſe Beadles often keep Alehouſes, they find 
their Account in ſuch Cuſtomers. This Evil 
might eaſily be remedied, if the Pariſhes would 
make ſome ſmall Addition to the Salaries of a 
Beadle, and be more careful in the Choice of 
thoſe Officers. But, I conceive there is one 
effectual Method, in the Power of every Miniſter 
to put in Practice; I mean, by making it the 
Intereſt of all his own original Poor, to drive 
out Intruders.: For, if the Pariſh-Beggars were 
abſolutely forbidden by the Miniſter and Church- 
Officers, to ſuffer Strollers to come into the Pa- 
riſh, upon Pain of themſelves being not per- 
mitted to beg Alms at the Church-Doors, or at 
the Houſes and Shops of the Inhabitants ; they 

would. 
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would prevent Interlopers more — than 
twenty Beadles. 

AN o, here I cannot but take Notice of the 
great Indiſcretion in our City-Shopkeepers, who. 
ſuffer their Doors to be daily beſieged by Crowds 
of Beggars, (as the Gates of a Lord are by Duns) 
to the great Diſguſt and Vexation of many Cuſ- 
tomers, whom I have frequently obſerved to go. 
to other Shops, rather than ſuffer ſuch a Perſe- 
cution ; which might eaſily be avoided, if no 
Foreign Beggars were allowed to infeſt them. 
WISIMETORE, I do aſſert, that the Shop- 
keepers who are the greateſt Complainers of this. 
Grievance, lamenting that for every Cuſtomer, 
they are worried by fifty Beggars, do very well 
deſerve what they ſuffer, when a Prentice with 
a Horſe-Whip is able to laſh every Beggar from. 
the Shop, who is not of the Pariſh, and doth: 
not wear the Badge of that Pariſh on his Shoul- 
der, well faſtened. and fairly viſible ; and if this 
Practice were univerſal in every Houſe, to all the 
ſturdy Vagrants, we ſhould in a few Weeks clear 
the Town of all Mendicants, except thoſe who 
have a proper Title to our Charity: As for the 
Aged and Infirm, it would be ſufficient to give 


them nothing, and then they muſt es 
low their Brethren. 


| Tr was the City that firſt endowed this Hoſs- 


tal. and thoſe who afterwards contributed, as they 
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were ſuch who generally inhabited here; ſo they 
intended what they gave to be for the Uſe of the 
City's Poor. The Revenues which have fince 
been raiſed by Parliament, are wholly paid by 
the City, without the leaſt Charge upon any 
other Part of the Kingdom; and therefore no- 
thing could more defeat the original Deſign, than 
to miſapply thoſe Revenues on ſtrolling Beggars, 
or Baſtards from the Country, which bears no 
Share in the Charges we are at. > 
Ir ſome of the Out-Pariſhes be over-burthened 

with Poor, the Reaſon muſt be, that the greateſt 
Part of thoſe Poor are Strollers from the Country, 
who neſtle themſelves. where they can find the 
cheapeſt Lodgings, and from thence infeſt every 
Part of the Town, out of which they ought to be 
whipped as a moſt inſufferable Nuiſance, being 
nothing elſe but a profligate Clan of Thieves, 
Drunkards, Heathens, and Whoremongers, fitter 
to be rooted out of the Face of the Earth, than 
ſuffered to levy a vaſt annual Tax upon the City, 
which ſhares too deep in the publick Miſeries 
brought on us by the Oppreſſions we lye under 
from our Neighbours, our Brethren, our Country- 
men, our Fellow Proteſtants, and Fellow Subjects. 
So ME Time ago I was appointed one of a 
Committee to inquire into the State of the Work- 
houſe; where we found that a Charity was be- 
ſtowed by a great Perſon for a certain Lime, 
„ which 
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which in its Conſequences operated very much 
to the Detriment of the Houſe : For, when the 
Time was elapſed, all thoſe who were ſupported 
by that Charity, continued on the ſame Foot 
with the reſt on the Foundation; and being ge- 
nerally a Pack of profligate vagabond Wretches- 
from ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom; corrupted all 
the reſt ; ſo partial, or treacherous, or intereſted, . 
or ignorant, or miſtaken, are generally all Re- 
commenders, not only to 6— but 
even to Charity itſelf, 

I x xow it is complained, that the Difficulty 
of driving Foreign Beggars out of the City 1s 
charged upon the Bellowers (as they are called) 


| who find their Accounts beſt in ſuffering thoſe 


Vagrants to follow their Trade through every 
Part of the Town. But, this Abuſe might eaſi- 
ly. be remedied, and very much to the Advantage 
of the whole City, if better Salaries were given 
to thoſe who execute that Office in the ſeveral . 
Pariſhes, and would make it their Intereſt to 


clear the Town of thoſe Caterpillars, rather than 


hazard the Loſs of an Employment that would 
give them an honeſt Livelhood. But, if that 
ſhould fail, yet a general Reſolution of never 
giving Charity to a Street-Beggar out of his own 
Pariſh, or without a viſible Badge, would in'al- 


ubly force all Vagrants to depart. 
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FTuERE is generally a Vagabond Spirit in 
Beggars, which ought to be diſcouraged and ſe- 
verely puniſhed. It is owing to the ſame Cauſes 
that drove them into Poverty; I mean, Idleneſs, 
Drunkennefs, and raſh Marriages, without the 
leaſt Proſpect of ſupporting a Family by honeſt 
Endeavours ; which never came into their 
Thoughts. It is obſerved, that hardly one Beg- 
gar in twenty looks upon himſelf to be relieved 
by receiving Bread or other Food; and they have 
in this Town been frequently feen to pour out 
of their Pitcher good Broth that hath been given 
them, into the Channel; neither do they much 
regard Cloaths, unleſs to fell them; for, their 
Rags are Part of their Tools with which they 
work : They want only Ale, Brandy, and other 
ftrong Liquors, which cannot be had without 
Money; and, Money as they conceive, always 
abounds in the Metropolis. 

I rap ſome other Thoughts to offer upon 
this Subject. But, as I am a Deſponder in my 
Nature, and have tolerably well diſcovered the 
Diſpoſition of our People, who never will move 
a Step towards eaſing themſelves from any one 
ſingle Grievance; it will be thought, that I have 
already ſaid too much, and to little or no Pur- 
poſe; which hath often been the Fate, or For- 
tune of the Writer, 9 
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JF Cannot ſufficiently admire the Induſtry of a ſort © 
Men, wholly out A Favour with — Pods 2 


People, and open a ſeparate Intere 
from 2 Bulk of the all oy ** are = 
raiſe, at this Junfure, fo ſo great a Clamour againſt a 
Peace, without 0 offering ing one ſingle Reaſon, but what we. 
find in their Ballads. I lay it down for a Maxim, That 
no reaſonable Man, — Whig or Tory ( fince it is 
neceſſary to uſt — e fooliſh Terms) can be of Opinion * 
continuing the War, upon the Foot it now is, unleſs be 

be a Gainer by it, or bopes it may occaſion ſome new 
Turn of Affairs at home, to the Advantage of bis Party; 
or laftly, unleſs he be very ignorant of the Kingdom's Con- 

dition, and by what Means we have been: reduced to it. 
Upon the two firſt Caſes, where Iitereft is concerned, 1 
Save 2. Jay: But as to the laſt, Think it highly 


neceſſary, that the Publick ſhould be freely and impar- 
tially told what Circumſtances they are in, after what 


Manner they baue been treated by thoſe whom they truſted 

many Years with: the Diſpoſal of their Blood = Trea- 
ſure, and what the Conſequences of this Management are. 
like to be upon — a and their Poſterity. 

Thoſe who, either by Writing or Diſcour caſe, have un- 
dertaken to defend the Proceedings 4 e Mini ſtry, 
in the Management of the War, and of the Treaty at. 
Gertruydenburg, have ſpent. time. in celebrating the 
Conduct and Valour of our Leaders and their Troops, in 
ſumming wp the Viftories. they laue gained, and the, 
Towns they have taken. Then they tell us what high 
Articles were infifted on 4 aur Miniflers and thoſe of the 
Confederates, and what Pains both were at in perſuadi ing 
France to accept them. But nothing of this can give 
the 2 Satisfaction to the juſt Complaint of the * 
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dom. As to the War, cur Grievances are, That 2 
greater Load has been laid on Us than was either juſt 
or neceſſary, or than we have been able to bear; that 
the grofſeſt Impoſitions have been ſubmitted to for the 
wancement of private Wealth and Power, or in order 
to forward the more dangerous Deſigns of a Faction; to 
bath which a Peace avould have fut an End: And that 
the Part of the War which was chiefly our Province, 
ewhich would have been moſt beneficial to us, and de- 
| flruftive to the Enemy, was wholly neglected. As to a 
I Peace. Ve complain of being deluded ty a Mock Treaty; 
in which thoſe who Ne. otiated, took Care to make ſuch 
_ Demands as they knew were imp" ſſible to be complied 
evith, and therefore might ſecurely preſs every Article 
as if they were in Earneſt. | 
Theſe are ſome of the Points I deſign to treat of in the 
fellrwing Diſcourſe ; with ſeveral others wwhich J 1 
thought it neceſſary, at this time, for the Kingdom to be 
informed of. 4 think Tam not miflaken in thoſe Fachs 1 
mention; at leaſt not in any Circumſtunce ſo material, 
as to weaken the Conſequences I draw from them. 
After Ten Years Wars with perpetual Succeſs, to tell 
us it is yet impoſſible to have a good Peace, is very ſur- 
priſing. and ſeems ſo > ar from what bath ever hap- 
gened in the World befare, that a Man of any Party may 
be allowed ſuſpe Zing that wwe have either been ill uſed, 
or have not made the moſt of our Viftories, and might 
therefore defire to know where the Difficulty lay: Then 
it is natural to enquire into our preſent Condition; how 
long we Hall be able to go on at this Rate; what the 
Conſequences may be upon the preſent and future Ages; j 
and whether a Peace, without that impraficable Point 
ewhich ſome People do ſo much infift on, be really ruinous 
in itſelf, or equally fo with the Continuance of the War. 
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HE Motives that may engage a wiſe 
| 5 Prince or State in a War, I take to 
de one or more of theſe; Either to 


CS "->\ check the overgrown Power of ſome 


Cr 901 
55 


what hath been unjuſtly taken from them; to re- 
venge ſome Injury they have received; (which all 


Political Caſuiſts allow ;) to aſſiſt ſome Ally in a | 


juſt Quarrel ; or laſtly, to defend themſelves when 
they are invaded. In all theſe Caſes, the Writers 
upon Politicks admit a War to be juſtly under- 


taken. The laſt is what hath been uſually called 


pro aris & focts; where no Expence or Endea- 
vour can be too great, becauſe all we have is at 


ambitious Neighbour; to recover 


ſtake, 
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ſtake, and conſequently, our utmoſt Force to be 
exerted; and the Diſpute is ſoon determined, ei- 


ther in Safety or utter Deſtruction. But in the 


other four, I believe it will be found, that no 
Monarch or Commonwealth did ever engage be- 
yond a certain Degree; never proceeding fo far 
as to exhauſt the Strength and Subſtance of their 
Country by Anticipations and Loans, which in 
a few Years muſt put them in a'worſe Condition 
than any they could reaſonably apprehend from 
_ thoſe Evils, for the preventing of which they firſt 
entred into the War: Becauſe this would be to 
run into real infallible Ruin, only in hopes to re- 
move what might perhaps but appear ſo by a pro- 
bable Speculation, 

AnD, as a War ſhould be undertaken upon a 
juſt and prudent Motive, ſo it is ſtill more ob- 
vious, that a Prince ought maturely to conſider 
the Condition he is in when he enters on it; whe- 
ther his Coffers be full, his Revenues clear of 


Debts, his People numerous and rich by a long 


Peace and free Trade, not overpreſſed with many 


burthenſome Taxes; no violent Faction ready to 


diſpute his juſt Prerogative, and thereby weaken 
his Authority at home, and leſſen his Reputation 
abroad. For, if the contrary of all this happen 
to be his Caſe, he will hardly be perſuaded to 


diſturb: the World's Quiet and his cyn, white 


there 
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there is any other way left of preſerving the latter 
with Honour and Safety. 

SUPPOSING the War to have commenced up- 
on a juſt Motive; the next Thing to be conſi- 
dered, is, when a Prince ought in Prudence to 


receive the Overtures of a Peace: Which I take 


to be, either when the Enemy is ready to yield 
the Point originally contended for, or when that 
Point is found impoſſible to be ever obtained; or 
when contending any longer, although with Pro- 
bability of gaining that Point at laſt, would put 
ſuch a Prince and his People in a worſe Condition 
than the preſent Loſs of it. All which Conſide- 
rations are of much greater Force, where a War 
is managed by an Alliance of many Confederates, 
which in the variety of Intereſts, among the ſe- 


cidents. 

In a Confederate War it ought to be nds 
red, which Party has the deepeſt ſhare in the 
Quarrel: For although each may have their par- 
ticular Reaſons, yet one or two among them wilt 
probably be more concerned than the. reſt, and 
therefore ought to bear the greateſt part of the- 
Burthen, in proportion. to. their Strength. For 
Example: Two Princes may be Competitors for 
a Kingdom, and it will be your Intereſt to take 
the Part of him, who will probably allow you 
good Conditions of Trade, rather than of tho 

other, 


veral Parties, is liable to ſo many unforeſeen Ac- 
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other, who poſſibly may not. However, that 
Prince whoſe Cauſe you eſpouſe, although never 
ſo vigorouſly, is the Principal in that War, and 
you, properly ſpeaking, are but a Second. Or a 
Commonwealth may lie in Danger to be over-run 
by a powerful Neighbour, which in time may 
produce very bad Conſequences, upon your Trade 
and Liberty: It is therefore neceſſary, as well as 


prudent, to lend them Aſſiſtance, and help them 


to win a ſtrong ſecure Frontier; but, as they 


muſt in courſe be the firſt and greateſt Sufferers 3 


ſo, in Juſtice, they ought to bear the greateſt 


Weight. If a Houſe be on fire, it behoves all in 


the Neighbourhood to run with Buckets to quench 
it; but the Owner is ſure to be undone firſt ; and 
it is not impoſſible that thoſe at next Door may 


eſcape, by a Shower from Heaven, or the ſtillneſs 


of the Weather, or ſome other favourable Acci- 
dent. . 
Bur, if an Aly, who is not ſo immediately 
concerned in the good or ill Fortune of the War, 
be fo generous, as to contribute more than the 


principal Party, and even more in proportion te 


his Abilities, he ought at leaſt to have his Share 
in what is conquered from the Enemy : Or, if his 
Romantick Diſpoſition tranſport him ſo far, as 
to expect little or nothing from this, he might, 
however hope, that the Principals would make 
it up in Dignity and Reſpect; and he would ſurely 

| „„ think 
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think it monſtrous to find them intermedling in 
his Domeſtick Affairs, preſcribing what Servants 
he ſhould keep or diſmiſs, preſſing him perpetu- 
ally with the maſt unreaſonable Demands, and 
at every turn threatning to break the Alliance if 


he will not comply. 
Fou theſe Reflections upon War in general, 


I deſcend to conlider thoſe Wars, wherein Eng- 
land hath been engaged fince the Conqueſt, In 


the Civil Wars of the Barons, as well as thoſe 
between the Houſes of York and Lancaſter, great 
Deſtruction was made of the Nobility and Gen- 
try; new Families raiſed, and old ones extin- 
guiſhed ; but the Money ſpent on both fides was 


employed and circulated at Home; no publick 


Debts contracted; and a very few Years of Peace 
quickly ſet all right again. 

Tux like may. be affirmed even of that | unna- 
tural Rebellion againſt King Charles I, The 
Uſurpers maintained great Armies in conſtant 
Pay, had almoſt continual War with Spain or 
Holland; but managing it by their Fleets, they 
increaſed very much the Riches of the Kingdom, 
inſtead of exhauſting them. 

Ou Foreign Wars were generally againſt 
Scotland or France; the firſt being upon our Con- 
tinent, carried no Money out of the Kingdom, 
and were ſeldom of long Continuance, During 
aur firſt Wars with France, we poſſeſſed great 

| Dominions 
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Dominions in that Country, where we preſerved 
fome Footing till the Reign of Queen Mary; 
and although ſome of our later Princes made very 
chargeable Expeditions thither, a Subſidy, and 
two or three Fifteenths cleared all the Debt. Be- 
ide, our Victories were then of ſome Uſe as welt 
as Glory; fo: we were ſo prudent to Fight, and 
io happy to Conquer, only for our ſelves. 

Tur Dutch Wars in the Reign of King Charles 
II. although begun and carried on under a very 
corrupt Adminiſtration, and much to the Diſho- 


nour of the Crown, did indeed keep the King 


needy and poor, hy diſcontinuing or diſcontent - 


ing his Parliament, when he moſt needed their 
Aſſiſtance; but neither left any Debt upon the 


Nation, nor carried any Money out of it. 

Ar the Revolution, a general War broke out 
in Europe, wherein many Princes joined in Al- 
liance againſt France, to check the ambitious De- 
ſigns of that Monarch; and here the Emperor, 
the Dutch, and England were Principals. About 
this time the Cuſtom firſt began among us of 
borrowing Millions upon Funds of Intereſt : It 


was pretended, that the War could not poſſibly: 


laſt above one or two Campaigns; and that the 
Debts contracted might be eaſily paid in a few- 
Years, by a gentle Tax, without burtheniog the- 
Subject. But the true Reaſon for embracing this. 
Expedient, was the Security of a new Prince, nov 

firmly 


far 


rr 


The Cox Dpuer of the ALLIES. 237 
firmly ſettled on the Throne: People were temp- 
ted to lend, by great Premiums, and large Inte- 
reſt; and it concerned them nearly to preſerve that 
Government, which they truſted with their Mo- 
ney. The * Perfon faid to have been Author of * 


fo deteſtable a Project, is {till living, and lives to 


ſee ſome of its fatal Conſequences, whereof his 
Grand- Children will not fee an End. And this 
pernicious Counſel. cloſed very well with the Poſ- 
ture of Affairs at that time: For, a Set of Up- 
ſtarts, who had little or no Part in the Revolution, 
but valued themſelves by their Noiſe and pretended 
Zeal when the Work was over, were got into 


Credit at Court, by the Merit of becoming Un- 


dertakers and Projectors of Loans and Funds: 
Theſe finding. that the Gentlemen of Eſtates were 


not willing to come into their Meaſures, fell up- 
on thoſe new Sehemes of raiſing Money, in order 


to create a Moneyed Intereſt, that might in time 


vie with the Landed, and. of. which they hoped to 
be at thHead. 


TRE Ground of the firſt War, for ten Years 
after the Revolution, as to the Part we had in it, 
was, to make France acknowledge the late King, 
and to recover F#4/on's-Bay. But during that 
whole War, the Sea was almoſt entirely neglec- 
ted, and the greateſt Part of Six Millions annu- 
ally emplo ed to enlarge the Frontier of the Dutch. 

e Deer Burnet, Bifbop of Sarum. 
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For the King was a General, but not an Admi- 
ral; and although King of Z 9 was a Na- 
tive of Holland. 

AFTER ten Years Fighting to little Purpoſe ; 
after the Loſs of above a hundred thouſand Men. 
and a Debt remaining cf twenty Millions, we 
at length hearkened to the Terms of Peace, which 
was concluded with great Advantages to the Em- 


pire and Holland, but none at all to us; and clog- 


ged ſoon after with the famous Treaty of Parti- 
tion; by which Naples, Sicily, and Lorain, were 
to be added to the French Dominions; or if that 


_ Crown ſhould think fit to ſet aſide the Treaty, 


upon the Spaniards refuſing to accept it, as they 


declared they would, to the ſeveral Parties at the 


very time of tranſacting it; then the French 
would have Pretenſions to the whole Monarch y. 


And ſoit proved in the Event; for, the late King 


of Spain reckoning it an Indignity to have his 


Territories cantoned out into Parcels, by other 


Princes, during his own Life, and without his 
Conſent, rather choſe to bequeath the Monarchy 
entire to a younger Son of France : And this Prince 


was acknowledged for King of Spain both ** Us 
and Holland. 


Ir muſt be granted, that the Counſels of 4 
into this War were violently oppoſed by the 
Churcb-Party, who firſt adviſed the late K ing to 
acknowledge the Duke of Anjou; and pots 

rly, 
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larly, it is affirmed that a certain * Great Perſon, 
who was then in the Church Is tereſt, told the 
King in Nevember 1701, that ſince his Majeſty 
was determined to engage in a War ſo ccntrary 
to his private Opinion, he could ſerve him no 
longer, and accordingly gave up his Employment 
although he happened afterwards to change his 
Mind, when he was to be at the Fea of the 


Treaſury, and have the ſole Managemer.c of At- 
fairs at home; while thoſe abroad were to be in 


the Hands of + One, whoſe Advantage, by all 
forts of Ties, he was engaged to promote. 


THE Declarations of War againſt France and 


Spain, made by Us and Holland, are dated within 
a few Days of cach other, In that publiſhed by 
the States, they ſay very truly, that they are near- 
eſt, and maſt expoſcd to the Fire; that they are 
blocked up on all fides, and attually attacked by 
the Kings of France and Spain ; that their Decla- 
ration is the Effet of an urging and preſſing Ne- 
ceſſity ; with other Expreſſions to the fame pur- 
poſe. They deſire the Aſſiſtance of all Kings and 
Princes, &c. The Grounds of their Quarrel 


with France, are ſuch as only affect themſelves, : 


or at leaſt more immediately than any other 
Prince or State; ſuch as the French refu/tng to 
grant the Tariff promiſed by the Treaty of Ryſ- 
| ® Earl! of Godolphin. 5 
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wick; the loading the Dutch Inhalitants ſettled 
in France, with. exceſſiue Duties, contrary to the 
faid Treaty; the Vielatian of the Partition- 
Treaty, by the French accepting the King of Spain's 
Mill, and threatning the States, if they would not 
comply; the ſeizing the Spaniſh Netherlands by the 
French Tro:ps, and turning out the Dutch, who 
by Permiſſion of the late King of Spain vere in 
Garriſon there ; by which means that Republick 
was deprived of her Barrier, contrary to the 
Treaty of Partition, where it was particularly 
flipulated, that the Spaniſh Netherlands ſhould be 
left to the Archduke, They alledged, that the 
French King governed Flanders as his own, al- 
though under the Name of his Grandſon, and ſent ; 
great Numbers of Troaps thither to fright thom - 
Dat he had ſeized the City and Citadel of Liege, 
had poſſeſſed himſelf of ſeveral Places in the Arch- 
biſhoprick of Cologue, and maintained Troops in 
the County of Wolſenbuttel, in order to block up 
the Dutch on all ſides; and cauſed his Reſident to 
give in a Memorial, wherein he threatned the 
States to act againſt them, if they refuſed complying 
with the Contents of that Memorial. 
TE Queen's Declaration of War is grounded ; 
upon the Grand Alliance, as this was upon the 
unjuſt Uſurpations and Encroachments of the 
French King; whereof the Inſtances produced 
are, his keeping in Poſſeſſion a great Part of the 
| . Spaniſh 
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Spanifh Deminions, ſeizing Milan and the Spa- 
niſh Low-Countries, making himſelf Maſter of 
Cadiz, &c. And inſtead of giving Satisfactiujn 
in theſe Points, his putting an Indignity and Af 
front on Her Majeſly and Kingdoms, by declaring 
the pretended Prince of Wales King of England, 


Sc. which laſt was the only perſonal Quarrel we 


had in the War; and even This was poſitively 
denied by France, That King being willing to 


Acknowledge Her Majeſty. 


I THINK it plainly appears by both Declara- 
tions, that England ought no more to have been 
a Principal in this War, than Pruſſia, or any 
other Power, who came afterwards into that Al- 
liance. Holland was firſt in the Danger, the 
French Troops being at that time juſt at the 
Gates of Nimeguen. But the Complaints made 
in our Declaration, do all, except the laft, as 
much or more concern almoſt every Prince in 
Europe. 1 

For, among the ſeveral Parties who came firſt 
or laſt into this Confederacy, there were few but 
who, in proportion, had more to get or to loſe, 
to hope or to fear, from the good or ill Succeſs of 
this War, than We. The Dutch took up Arms 
to defend themſelves from immediate Ruin; and 
by a ſucceſsful War, they propoſed to have a lar- 
ger Extent of Country, and a better Frontier 
againſt France, The Emperor hoped to recover 

Vor. viii, NM the 
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the Monarchy of Spain, or ſome part of it, for 
his younger Son, chiefly at the Expence of Us 
and Holland. The King of Portugal had re- 
ceived Intelligence, that Philip deſigned to renew 
the old Pretenſions of Spain upon that Kingdom, 
which is ſurrounded by the other on all ſides, ex- 
cept towards the Sea; and could therefore only 
be defended by Maritime Powers, This, with 
the advantageous Terms offered by King Charles, 
as well as by Us, prevailed with that Prince to 
enter into the Alliance. The Duke of Savoy's 
Temptations and Fears were yet greater: The 
main Charge of the War on that fide was to be 


ſupplied by England, and the Profit to redound 


to him, In caſe Milan ſhould be conquered, it 
was ſtipulated that his Highneſs ſhould have the 
Dutchy of Montſerrat, belonging to the Duke 
of Mantua, the Provinces of Alexandria and Va- 
lencia, and Lomellino, with other Lands between 
the Po and the Tanaro, together with the Vige- 
venaſco, or in Lieu of it, an Equivalent out of 
the Province of Novara, adjoining to his own 
State; beſide whatever elſe could be taken from 
France on that ſide by the Confederate Forces. 
Then he was in terrible Apprehenſions of being 
ſurrounded by France, who had ſo many Troops 
in the Milaneſe, and might have eaſily ſwallowed 
up his whole Dutchy. 
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Tux reſt of the Allies came in purely for Sub- 
ſidies, whereof they ſunk conſiderable Sums into 
their own Coffers, and refuſed to ſend their Con- 
tingent to the Emperor, alledging the Troops 
were already hired by England and Holland. 
Sous time after the Duke of Anjou's ſucceed- 
ing to the Monarchy of Spain, in breach of the 
Partition Treaty, the Queſtion here in England 
was, whether the Peace ſhould be continued, or 
a new War begun. Thoſe who were for the for- 
mer, alledged the Debts and Difficulties we la- 
boured under; that both We and the Dutch had 
already acknowledged Philip for King of Spain; 
that the Inclinations of the Spaniards to the 
Houle of Auftria, and their Averſion from that 
of Bourbon, were not ſo ſurely to be reckoned 
upon, as ſome would pretend ; that We thought 
it a Piece of Inſolence, as well as Injuſtice, in 
the French to offer putting a King upon Us; and 
the Spaniards would conceive, we had as little 
Reaſon to force one upon th m ; that it was true, 
the Nature and Genius of thoſe two People dif- 
fered very much, and ſo would probably continue 
to do, as well under a King of French Blood, as 
one of Auſtrian; but, that if we ſhould engage 
in a War for Dethroning the Duke of Anjou, 
we ſhould certainly effect, what, by the Progreſs 
and Operations of it, we endeavoured to prevent, 
I mean an Union of Intereſt and Affections be- 

= tween 


244 The Cox puer of the ALLIES. 


tween the two Nations ; for the Spaniards muſt 
of Neceſſity call in French Troops to their Aſ- 
ſiſtance: This would introduce French Counſel- 
lors into King Philip's Court; and this, by de- 
grees, would habituate and reconcile the two 
Nations: That, to aſſiſt King Charles by Eng- 
{iſh or Dutch Forces, would render him odious to 
his new Subjects, who have nothing in ſo great 
an Abomination, as thoſe whom they hold for 
Hereticks : That the French would by this Means 
become Maſters of the Treaſures in the Spanifh 
Meſt- Indies : That, in the laſt War, when Spain, 
Cologne, and Bavaria were in our Alliance, and 
by a modeſt Computation brought Sixty thou- 
ſand Men into the Field againſt the common E- 
nemy; when Flanders, the Seat of War, was 
on our fide, and his Majeſty, a Prince of great 
Valour and Conduct, at the Head of the whole 
Confederate Army ; yet we had no Reaſon to 
boaſt of our Succeſs: How then ſhould we be 
able to oppoſe France with thoſe Powers againſt 
us, which would carry Sixty thouſand Men from 
us to the Enemy, and fo make us, upon the Ba- 
lance, weaker by One hundred and twenty thou- 
fand Men at the beginning of this War, than of 
that in 1688? 

On the other fide, thoſe whoſe Opinion, or 
iome private Motives, inclined them to give their 
Advice for entring into a new War, alledged 
how 
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how dangerous it would be for England, that 
Philip ſhould be King of Spain, that we could 
have no Security for our Trade, while that King- 
dom was ſubje to a Prince of the Bourbon Fa- 
mily ; nor any hopes of preſerving the Balance o$ 
Europe, becauſe the Grandfather would, in effect, 
be King, while his Grandſon had but the Title, 
and thereby have a better Opportunity than ever 
of purſuing his Defign for Univerſal Monarchy.. 
Theſe, and the like Arguments prevailed ; and 
ſa, without offering at any other Remedy; with- 
out taking time to conſider the Conſequences, cr. 
to reflect on our own Condition, we haſtily en- 
gaged in a War, which hath coſt us ſixty Mil- 
Bons; and after repeated, as well as unexpected. 
Succeſs in Arms, hath put us and our Poſtcrity 
in a worſe Condition, not only than any of our 
Allies, but even our conquered Enemies tllem- 
5 ſelves. 
| THe Part we have ated in the Conduct 05 
this whole War, with reference to our Allies a- 
broad, and to a prevailing Faction at home, is 
what I ſhall now particularly examine; where L 
preſume it will appear, by plain Matters of Fact, 
that no Nation was ever ſo long or ſo ſcandalouſly 
abuſed by the Folly, the Temerity, the Corrup-- 
tion, the Ambition of its domeſtick Enemies 
or treated with ſo much Inſolence, Injuſtice and 
Ingratitude by its foreign Friends, 
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Tuts will be manifeſt by proving the Three 
following Points, 


Fir, THAT againſt all manner of Prudence, 
or common Reaſon, we engaged in this War as 
Principals, when we ought to have acted only as 
Auxiliaries. 

Secondly, That we ſpent al our Vigour in pur- 
ſuing that Part of the War which could leaft an- 
ſwer the End we propoſed by beginning it ; and 
made no Efforts at all where we could have moſt 
weakned the Common Enemy, and at the fame 
time enriched our ſelves, 


Laſtly, That we ſuffered each of our Allies to 
break every Article in thoſe Treaties and Agree- 
ments by which they were bound; and to lay 
the Burthen upon us. 


Deo the firſt of theſe Points; That we 
ought to have entred into this War only as Auxi- 
| liaries: Let any Man reflect upon our Condition 
at that time: Juſt come out of the moſt tedious, 
expenſive and unſucceſsful War that ever England 
had been engaged in; ſink ing under heavy Debts, 
of a Nature and Degree never heard of by Us or 
Our Anceſtors; the Bulk of the Gentry and Peo- 
ple heartily tired of the War, and glad of a Peace, 
although it brought no other Advantage but it 
ſelf: No ſudden Proſpect of leſſening our Taxes, 


which 
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which were grown as neceſſary to pay our Debts, 


at to raiſe Armies: A ſort of artificial Wealth of 
Funds and Stocks in the Hands of thoſe who for 
ten Years before had been plundering the Pub- 
lick : Many Corruptions in every Branch of our 
Government, that needed Reformation. Undcr 
theſe Difficulties, from which Twenty Yeats 
Peace, and the wiſeſt Management, could hardly 
recover us, we declare War againſt France, for- 
tied by the Acceſſion and Alliance of thoſe 


Powers I mentioned before, and which, in the 


former War, had been Parties in our Confede- 
racy, It is very obvious what a Change muſt be 
made in the Balance, by ſuch Weights taken 
out of our Scale and put into theirs; ſince it was 
manifeſt by ten Years Experience, that France 
without thoſe Additions of Strength, was able to 


maintain it ſelf againſt us. So that human Pro- 


bability ran with mighty odds on the other ſide; 


Neceffity ſhould force any State to engage iñ a 
War. We had already acknowledged Philip for 
King of Spain; neither does the Queen's Decla- 
ration of War take Notice of the Duke of Anjou's 
Succeſſion to that Monarchy as a Subject of Quar- 
rel; but the French King's governing it as if it 
were his own ; his ſeizing Cadiz, Milan, and 

the Spaniſh Low Countries, with the Indignity 
of Proclaiming the Pretender. In all which we 
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charge that Prince with nothing directly relating 
to us, except ing the laſt: And this, although in- 


deed a great Aſtront, might have eaſily been re- 


dreſſed without a War; for the French Court de- 


clared they did not acknowledge the Pretender, 


but only gave him the Title of Xing, which was 


allowed to Auguſtus by his Enemy of Sweden, 


who had driven him out of Poland, ard forced 
him to acknowledge Staniſlaus. 

Ir is true indeed, the Danger of the Dutch, 
by fo ill a Neighbourhood in. Flanders, might af- 
fect us very much in the Conſequences of it; and 


the Loſs of Spain to the Houſe of Auſtria, if it 


ſhould be governed by French Influence, and 
French Politicks, might, in time, be very per- 
nicious to our Trade, It would: therefore have 
been prudent, as well as generous and charitable, 
to help our Neighbour ; and fo we might have 


done without injuring our ſelves : For by an old 


Treaty with Holland, we were bound to afliſt 
that Republick with Ten thouſand Men, when- 
ever they were attacked by the French; whoſe 
Troops, upon the King of Spain's Death, taking 
Poſſeſſion of Flanders, in right of Philip, and 


ſecuring the Dutch Garriſons till they would ac- 


knowledge him; the States-General, by Memo- 
rials from their Envoy here, demanded only the 
Ten thouſand Men we were oblidged to give them 
by Virtue of that Treaty. And, I make no 


doubt, 
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doubt, but Holland would have exerted themſelves 
| fo vigorouſly, as to be able, with that Aſſiſtance 
alone, to defend their Frontiers: Or, if they had 
been forced to a Peace, the Spaniards, who ab- 
hor diſmembring their Monarchy, wou'd never 
have ſuffered the French to poſſeſs themſelves ct 
Flanders, At that time they had none of tho{c 
Endearments to each other which this War hati: 
created; and whatever Hatred and Jealouſy were 

natural between the two Nations, would then 
have appeared. So that there was no Sort of Ne- 
ceſſity for Us to proceed further, although we 
had been in a better Condition. But our Politi- 
cians at that time had other Views; and a new 
War, muſt be undertaken, upon the Advice of 
thoſe, who with their Partiſans and Adherents, 
were to be the ſole Gainers by it. A grand Al- 
liance was therefore made between the Emperor, 
England, and the States- General; by which, if 
the Injuries complained of from France were not 
remedied in two Months, the Parties concerned 
were oblidged mutually. to aſſiſt each other with 
their whole Strength, 

Tus we became Parties in a War, in Con . 
junction with two Allies, whoie ſhare in the 
Quarrel was, beyond all Proportion, greater than 
Ours. However, I can ſee no Reaſon from the 
Words of the Grand Alliance, by which we were 
oblidged to make thoſe prodigious Expences we 

M 5 h. ve 


250 The Conpucr of the ALLIES. 

have ſince been at. By what | have always heard 
and read, I take the whole Strength of a Nation, 
as underſtood in that Treaty, to be the utmoſt 
that a Prince can raiſe annually from his Subjects: 
Tf he be forced to mortgage and borrow, whether 


at home or abroad, it is not, properly ſpeaking, 


His own Strength, or that of the Nation, but the 


entire Subſtance of particular Perſons, which not 


being able to raiſe out of the annual Income of 


his Kingdom, he takes upon Security, and can 


only pay the Intereſt : And by this Method one 


Part of the Nation is pawned to the other, with 


hardly a Poſfibility left of being ever redeemed. 
SURELY it would have been enough for us to 


have ſuſpended the Payment of our Debts con- 


tracted in the former War; and to have conti- 
nued our Land and Malt Tax, with thoſe others 
which have ſince been mortgaged : Theſe, with 
ſome Additions, would have made up ſuch aSum, 
as, with prudent Management, might, I ſuppoſe, 
have maintained an hundred thouſand Men by Sea 
and Land; a reaſonable Quota in all Conſcience 
for that Ally, who apprehended leaſt Danger, 
and expected leaſt Advantage. Nor can we ima- 
cine that either of the Confederates, when the 
War began, would have been fo unreaſonable, as 
to refuſe joining with us upon ſuch a Foot; and 
expect that we ſhould every Year go betwecn 
three and four Millions in Debt, (which hath 
| been 
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been our Caſe) becauſe the French could hardly 
have contrived any Offers of a Peace ſo ruinous 
to us as ſuch a War, Poſterity will be at a loſs 
to conceive what kind of Spirit could poſſeſs their 
Anceſtors, who after ten Years ſuffering, by the 
unexampled Politicks of a Nation, maintaining 
a War by annually pawning it ſelf; and during a 
ſhort Peace, while they were looking back with 
Horror on the heavy Load of Debts they had 
contracted; univerſally condemning thoſe perni- 
cious Counſels which had occaſioned them ; rack- 

ing their Invention for ſome Remedies or Expedi- 

_ ents to mend their ſhattered Condition: I fay, 
that theſe very People, without giving themſelves 
time to breath, ſhould again enter into a more 
dangerous, chargeable, and extenſive War, for - 
the ſame, or perhaps a greater Period of Time, 
and without any apparent Neceſſity. It is obvi- 
ous in a private Fortune, that whoever annually 
runs out, and continues the fame Expences, muſt 
every Year mortgage a greater Quantity of Land 
than he did before; and as the Debt doubles and 
trebles upon him, fo doth his Inability to pay it. 
By the ſame Proportion we have ſuffered twice as 
much by this laſt ten Years Wars, as we did by 
the former; and if it were poſſible to continue 
it five Years longer at the ſame rate, it would be 
as great a Burthen as the whole Twenty. This 
Computation, being ſo eaſy and trivial as it is 
almoſt 
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almoſt a Shame to mention, Poſterity. will think 
that thoſe who firſt adviſed the War, had either, 
not the Senſe or the Honeſty to conſider. 

AND as we have waſted our Strength and vital 
Subſtance in this profuſe manner, ſo we have 
ihamefully miſapplied it to Ends at leaſt very dif- 
fercnt from thoſe for which we undertook the 
War, and often to effect others which after a 
Peace we may ſeverely repent. This is the ſecond 
Article I * to examine. 


We bave now for ten Years together turned 
che whole Force and Expence of the. War, where 
the Enemy was beſt able to hold us at a Bay; 
where we could propoſe no manner of Advantage 
o our ſelves; where it was highly impolitick to 
enlarge our Conqueſts; utterly neglecting that 
Part which would have ſaved and gained us many 
Millions; which the perpetual Maxims of our 
Government teach us to purſue; which would 
have ſooneſt weakned the Enemy, and muſt either 
have promoted a ſpeedy Peace, or enabled us to 
continue the War. 

Thosk who are fond of continuing the War, 
cry up our conſtant Succeſs at a moſt prodigious 
rate, and recken it infinitely greater than in all 
uman Probability we had reaſon to hope. Ten 
glorious Campaigns are paſſed, and now at laſt, 
like the ſick Man, we are © juſt expiring with all 

ſorts 
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ſorts of good Symptoms. Did the Adviſers of 


this War ſuppoſe it would continue Ten Years, 
- without expecting the Succeſs we have had; and 


yet at the ſame time determine, that France muſt 


be reduced, and Spain ſubdued, by employing 


our whole Strength upon Flanders? Did they 
believe the laſt War left us in a Condition to 
furniſh ſuch vaſt Supplies for ſo long a Period, 
without involving Us and our Poſterity in unex- 
tricable Debts ; If after ſuch miraculous Deings, 
we are not yet in a Condition of bringing France 
to our Terms, nor can tell when we ſhall be fo, 
although we ſhould proceed without any Reveric 
of Fortune : What could we look for in the or- 
dinary Courſe of Things, but a Flanders War of 
at leaſt Twenty Years longer? Do they indeed 
think a Town taken for the Dutch, is a ſuffi- 
cient Recompence to us for ſix Millions of Mo- 
ney ? Which is of fo little Conſequence to deter- 
mine the War, that the French may yet hold out 
a dozen Years more, and afford a Town every 
Campaign at the fame Price. | 

Is Ax not this, by any means, to detract 
from the Army or its Leaders, Getting into 
the Enemy's Lines, paſſing Rivers, and taking 
Towns, may be Actions attended with many 


glorious Circumſtances : But when all this brings 


no real ſolid Advantage to us ; when it hath no 
other End than to enlarge the Territories of the - 
Ditch bt 
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Dutch, and increaſe the Fame and Wealth of our 
General ; I conclude, however it comes about, 
that Things are not as they ſhould be ; and that 
ſurely our Forces and Money might be better 
employed, both towards reducing our Enemy, 
and working out ſome Benefit to ourſelves. But 
the Caſe is ſtill much harder : We are deſtroying 


many thouſand Lives, exhauſting our Subſtance, 


not for our own Intereſt, which would be but 
common Prudence ; not for a Thing indifferent, 
which would be ſufficient Folly, but perhaps to 
our own Deſtruction; which is perfect Madneſs. 
We may live to feel the Effects of our own Va- 


lour more ſenſibly than all the Conſequences we 


imagine from the Dominions of Spain in the 
Duke of Anjou. We have conquered a noble 
Territory for the States, that will maintain ſuf- 
ficient Troops to defend itſelf ; feed many hun- 
dred thouſand Inhabitants, where all Encourage- 
ment will be given to introduce and improve 
Manufactures, which was the only Advantage 
they wanted ; and which, added to their Skill, 
Induſtry and Parſimony, will enable them to 
under- ſell us in every Market of the World. 
Our Supply of Forty thouſand Men, accord- 
ing to the firſt Stipulation, added to the Quota's 
of the Emperor and Holland, which they were 
oblidged to furniſh, would have made an Army 


of near Two hundred thouſand, excluſive of 


Garriſons ; 
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| Garriſons ; enough to withſtand all the Power 


that France could bring againſt it ; and we might 
have employed the reſt much better, both for the 
common Cauſe and our own Advantage, 
THE War in Spain muſt be imputed to the 
Credulity of our Miniſters, who ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be perſuaded by the Imperial Court, 
that the Spaniards were ſo violently affected to 
the Houſe of Auſtria, as upon the firſt Appear. 
ance there, with a few Troops under the Arch- 
duke, the whole Kingdom would immediately 
revolt, This we tried, and found the Emperor 


to have deceived either Us or Himſelf: Yet there 


we drove on the War at a prodigious Diſadvan- 


tage, with great Expence ; and by a moſt cor- 


rupt Management, the only * General, who by 
a Courſe of Conduct and Fortune almoſt miracu- 
lous, had nearly put us into Poſſeſſion of that 
Kingdom, was left wholly unſupported, expoſed 
to the Envy of his Rivals, diſappointed by the 

Caprices of a young unexperienced Prince, under 


the Guidance of a rapacious German Miniſtry, 


and at laſt called home in Diſcontent : By which 
our Armies both in Spain and Portugal, were 


made a Sacrifice to Avarice, ill Conduct, or 


Treachery. 
Is common Prudence, we ſhould either have 
puſhed that War with the utmoſt Vigour, in ſo 
 ® The Earl of Peterborough, lately deceaſed. = 
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fortunate a JunQure, eſpecially ſince the gaining 
that Kingdom was the great Point for which we 
pretended to continue the War; or at leaſt when 
we had found or made that Deſign impracticable, 
we ſhould not have gone on in ſo expenſive a 
Management of it ; but have kept our Troops 
on the Defenſive in Catalonia, and purſued ſome 
other way more effectual for diſtreſſing the Com- 
mon Enemy, and advantaging Ourſelves. 

AND what a noble Field of Honour and Profit 
had we before us, wherein to employ the belt of 
our Strength, which, againſt all the Maxims of 
Britiſh Policy, we ſuffered to lie wholly neg- 
jected? I have ſometimes wondered how it came 


to paſs, that the Style of Maritime Powers, by 
which our Allies, in 2 ſort of contemptuous Man- 
ner, uſually couple us with the Durch, did never 
put us in mind of the Sea; and while ſome Poli- 


ticians were ſhewing us the Way to Spain by 


Flanders, others by Savey or Naples; that the 


Weft- Indies ſhould never come into their Heads, 


With half the Charge we have been at, we 
might have maintained our original Quota of 


Forty thouſand Men in Flanders, and at the 


ſame time, by our Fleets and Naval Forces, have 


fo diſtreſſed the Spaniards in the North and South 
Seas of America, as to prevent any Returns of 


Money from thence, except in our own Bottoms. 


This is what beſt became us to do as a Maritime 
Power: 
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Power: This, with any common degree of Suc- 


ceſs, would ſoon have compelled France to the 


Neceſſities of a Peace, and Spain to acknow- 
ledge the Archduke, But while We, for Ten 
Years, have been ſquandring away our Money 
upon the Continent, France hath been wiſely 
engroſſing all the Trade of Peru, going directly 
with their Ships to Lima, and other Ports, and 
there receiving Ingots of Gold and Silver for 
French Goods of little Value; which, beſide the 


mighty Advantage to their Nation at preſent, 


may divert the Channel of that Trade for the 
future, ſo beneficial to us, who uſed to receive 
annually ſuch vaſt Sums at Cadis, for our Goods 
{ent thence to the Spaniſh-He:ft- Indies, All this 
we tamely ſaw and ſuffered, without the leaſt 
Attempt to hinder it ; except what was per- 
formed by ſome private Men at Briſtol, who in- 
flamed by a true Spirit of Courage and Induſtry, 
did, about three Years ago, with a few Veſſels, 
fitting out at their own Charge; make a moſt 


ſucceſsful. Voyage into thoſe Parts; took one of 


the Aguapulco Ships; very narrowly miſt of the 
other ; and are lately returned laden with unen- 
vied Wealth ;. to ſhew us what might have been 


done with the like Management, by a publick 


Undertaking. At leaſt we might eaſily have 
prevented thoſegreat Returns of Money to France 
and Spain, although we could not have taken it 

ourſelves. 
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ourſelves, And if it be true, as the Advocates 
for War would have it, that the French are now 
ſo impoveriſhed ; in what Condition muſt they 
have been, if that Iſſue of Wealth had been 
ſtopped? 

Bur great Events often turn upon very mall 


Circumſtances. It was the Kingdom's Misfor- 


tune, that the Sea was not the Duke of Marl - 
borough's Element, otherwiſe the whole Force of 
the War would infallibly have been beſtowed 
there, infinitely to the Advantage of his Coun- 


try, which would then have gone hand and hand 


with his own. But it is very truly objected, 
That if we alone had made ſuch an Attempt as 
this, Holland would have been Jealous ; or if we 
hid done it in Conjunction with Holland, the 
Houſe of Auſtria would have been diſcontented. 
This hath been the Style of late Years 3; which 
whoever introduced among us, they have taught 
our Allies to fpeak after them, Otherwiſe it 
could hardly enter into any Imagination, that 
while we are Confederates in a War with thoſe 


who are to have the whole Profit, and who leave 


a double Share of the Burthen upon Us, we dare 
not think of any Deſign, although againſt the 
Common Enemy, where there is the leaſt Proſ- 
pect of doing Good to our own Country, for 
fear of giving Umbrage and Offence to our Al- 


lies; while we are ruining ourſelves to conquer 


Provinces 
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Provinces and Kingdoms for Them. I therefore 
confeſs with Shame, that this Objection is true: 
For it is very well known, that while the Deſign 
of Mr. Hill's Expedition remained a Secret, it 
was ſuſpected in Holland and Germany to be in- 
tended againſt Peru; whereupon the Dutch 
made every where their Publick Complaints, and 
the Miniſters at Vienna talked of it as an Inſo- 
lence in the Queen to attempt ſuch an Undertaking ; 


which, however it has failed, partly by the Ac- 


cidents of a Storm, and partly by the Stubborn- 
neſs or Treachery of ſome in that Colony, for 
whoſe Relief, and at whoſe Intreaty it was in 
ſome meaſure defigned ; is no Objection at all to 
an Enterprize ſo well concerted, = with ſuch 
fair Probability of Succeſs, 

Ir was ſomething ſingular, that the States 
ſhould expreſs their Uneaſineſs, when they 
thought we intended to make ſome Attenipt in 
the Spaniſh-W:ft- Indies ; becauſe it is agreed 
between Us, that whatever is conquered by 


Us or Them, ſhall belong to the Conqueror: 


Which is the only Article that I can call to mind, 
in all our Treaties or Stipulations, with any 
view of Intereſt to this Kingdom ; and for that 
very Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, among others, hath 


been altogether neglected. Let thoſe who think 


this too ſevere a Reflection, examine the whole 
Management of the preſent War by Sea and 
Land 
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Land with all our Alliances, Treaties, Stipula- 
tions and Conventions; and conſider, whether 
the whole doth not look as if ſome particular 
Care and Induſtry had been uſed, to prevent any 
Benefit or Advantage that might poſſibly accrue 
to Britain. 

THis kind of Treatment from our two Prin- 


_ Cipal Allies, hath taught the fame Dialect to all 


the reſt ; ſo that there is not a petty Prince, 
whom we half maintain by Subſidies and 
Penſions, who is not ready, upon every Occa- 
fion, to threaten Us, that he will recal his Troops 
(although they muſt rob or ſtarve at home) if 
we refuſe to comply with Him in any Demand, 
however ſo unreaſonable. 5 
UPON the Third Head [ ſhall produce ſome 
Inftances to ſhew how tamely we have ſuffered 
each of our Allies to infringe: every Article in 
thoſe Treaties and Stipulations by which they 
were bound; and to lay the Load upon Us. 
Bur before I enter upon this, which is a large 
Subject, I ſhall take Leave to offer a few Remarks 
on certain Articles in three of our Treaties ; 
which may let us perceive, how much thoſe Mi- 


niſters valued or underſtood the true Intereſt, 


Safety, or Honour of their Country. 


We have made two Alliances with Portugal, 


an Offenfive and Defenſive : The firſt is to re- 
main in force only during the preſent War ; the 
| ſecond 
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ſecond to be perpetual. In the Offenſive Alli- 
ance, the Emperor, England, and Holland are 
Parties with Portugal; in the Defenſive only 
We and the States. 

Uro the firſt Article of the Offenſive Alli- 
ance it is to be obſerved, that although the Grand 
Alliance, as I have already ſaid, allow England 


and Holland to poſſeſs for their own, whatever 


each of them ſhall Conquer in the Spaniſb-Ii e- 
Indies ; yet there we are quite cut out, by con- 
ſenting, that the Archduke ſhall poſſeſs the Do- 
minions of Spain in as full a manner as their late 
King Charles. And what is more remarkable, 


we broke this very Article in Favour of Portu- 
gal, by ſubſequent Stipulations; where we agree, 


that King Charles ſhall deliver up Eſtramadura, 
Vigo, and ſome other Places to the Portugueſe, as 
ſoon as we can conquer them from the Enemy. 
They who are guilty of ſo much Folly and Con- 
tradition, know beſt whether it proceeded from 
Corruption or Stupidity. N 
By two other Articles (beſides the Honour of 
being Convoys and Guards in ordinary to the 
Portugueſe Ships and Coaſts) we are to gueſs the 


Enemy's Thoughts, and to take the King of 


Portugals Word, whenever he hath a Fancy 
that he ſhall be invaded : We are alſo to furniſh 
him with a Strength ſuperior to what the Enemy 
intends to invade any of his Dominions with, 
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let that be what it will: And, until we know 
what the Enemy's Forces are, his Portugueſe 
Majeſty is ſole Judge what Strength is ſuperior, 
and what will be able to prevent an Invaſion ; 
and may ſend our Fleets, whenever he pleaſes, 


upon his Errands, to ſome of the furtheſt Parts 


of the World, or keep them attending upon his 


own Coaſts till he think fit to diſmiſs them, 


Theſe Fleets muſt likewiſe be ſubject in all things, 
not only to the King, but to his Viceroys, Ad- 
mirals and Governors, in any of his foreign Do- 
minions, when he is in a Humour to apprehend 


an Invaſion ; which, I believe, is an Indignity 
that was never offered before, except to a Con- 


quered Nation. 


In the Defenſive An with that Crown, 
which is to remain perpetual, and where only 
England and Holland are Parties with them, the 
ſame Care, in almoſt the fame Words, is taken 


for our Fleet to attend their Coaſts and Foreign 


Dominions, and to be under the ſame Obedience. 
We and the States are likewiſe to furniſh them 
with Twelve thouſand Men at our own Charge, 
which we are conſtantly to recruit, and theſe 
are to be ſubject to the Portugueſe Generals. 

In the Offenſive Alliance we took no Care of 


having the Aſſiſtance of Portugal, whenever we 


ſhould be invaded : But in this, it ſeems, we are 


wiſer ; for that King is oblidged to make War 


On 
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on France or Spain, whenever we or Holland are 


invaded by either ; but before this, we are to 


ſupply them with the ſame Forces both by Sea 
and Land, as if he were invaded himſelf : And 


this muſt needs be a very prudent and ſafe Courſe 


for a Maritime Power to take upon a ſudden In- 
vaſion; by which, inſtead of making uſe of our 
Fleets and Arms for our own Defence, we muſt 
ſend them abroad for the Defence of Portugal. 

By the Thirteenth Article we are told, what 
this Aſſiſtance is which the Portugueſe are to 
give us, and upon what Conditions. They are 
to furniſh Ten Men of War ; and when Eng- 
land or Holland ſhall be invaded by France and 
Spain together, or by Spain alone; in either of 
theſe Caſes, thoſe Ten Portugueſe Men of War 
are to ſerve only upon their own Coaſts, where, 
no doubt, they will be of mighty Uſe to their 
Allies, and Terror to the Enemy. 

How the Dutch were drawn to have a Part in 
either of theſe two Alliances, is not very mate- 
rial to enquire ; ſince they have been ſo wiſe as 
never to obſerve them, nor, I ſuppoſe, ever in- 
tended it, but reſolved, as they have ſince done, 
to ſhift the Load upon us. 

Lr any Man read theſe two Treaties from 
the Beginning to the End, he will imagine, that 
the King of Portugal and his Minifters fat down 
and made them by themſelves, and then ſent 
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them to their Allies to ſign ; the whole Spirit 
and Tenor of them, quite through, running only 
upon this ſingle Point, what We and Holland 
are to do for Portugal, without any mention of 
an Equivalent, except thoſe Ten Ships, which 
at the time when we have greateſt Need of their 
Aſſiſtance, are oblidged to attend upon their own 
wa 

Tux Barrier-Treaty between Great Britain 
and Holland, was concluded at the Hague on the 
29th of October, in the 1709. In this Treaty, 
neither Her Majeſty nor Her Kingdoms have 
any Intereſt or Concern, farther than what is 
mentioned in the Second and the Twentieth Arti- 
cles: By the former, the States are to aſſiſt the 
Queen in defending the Act of Succeſſion; and 
by the other not to treat of a Peace till France 
hath acknowledged the Queen and the Succeſſion 
of Hanover, and promiſed to remove the Pre- 
tender out of that King's Dominions. 

As to the firſt of theſe, it is certainly for the 
Safety and Intereſt of the States-General, that 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion ſnould be preſerved in 

England; becauſe ſuch a Popiſh Prince, as we 
apprehended, would infallibly join with France 
in the Ruin of that Republick. And the Dutch 
are as much bound to ſupport our Succeſſion, as 
they are tied to any Part of a Treaty of League 
Offenſive and Deſenſive, againſt a Common 
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Enemy, without any ſeparate Benefit upon that 
Conſideration. Her Majeſty is in the full peace- 
able Poſſeſſion of Her Kingdoms, and of the 
Hearts of Her People; among whom, hardly 


one in five thouſand are in the Pretender's Inte- 
reſt, And whether the Aſſiſtance of the Dutch, 


to preſerve a Right ſo well eſtabliſhed, be an 
Equivalent to thoſe many unreaſonable exorbi- 
tant Articles in the reſt of the Treaty, let the 
World judge. What an Impreſſion of our Set- 
tlement muſt it give Abroad, to ſee our Mini- 
ſters offering ſuch Conditions to the Dutch, to 
prevail on them to be Guarantees of our Acts of 
Parliament! Neither, perhaps is it right, in 
point of Policy or good Senſe, that a Foreign 
Power ſhould, be called in to confirm our Suc- 
ceſſion by way of Guarantee; but only to ac- 
knowledge it. Otherwiſe we put it out of the 
Power of our own Legiſlature to change our 
Succeſſion, without the Conſent of that Prince 
or State who is Guarantee, how much ſoever the 
Neceſſities of the Kingdom may require it, 

As to the other Article, it is a natural Conſe- 
quence that muſt attend any Treaty of Peace we 
can make with France ; being only the Acknow- 
ledgement of Her Majeſty as Queen of her own 
Dominions, and the Right of Succeſſion by our 


own Laws, which no Foreign Power hath any 


Pretence to diſpute, 
Vor, vIII. N How - 
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HowEVveR, in order to deſerve theſe mighty 
Advantages from the States, the reſt of the Trea- 


ty is wholly taken up in — what we are to 


do for them. 

By the Grand Alliance, which was the Foun- 
dation of the preſent War, the Spanih Low- 
Countries were to be recovered and delivered to 
the King of Spain But by this Treaty, that 
Prince is to poſſeſs nothing in Flanders during 


the War ; and after a Peace, the States are to 5 


have the Military Command of about twenty 
Towns with their Dependences, and four hun- 


dted thouſand Crowns a Year from the King of 


Spain to maintain their Garriſons. By which 
means they will have the Command of all Han- 


ders, from Newport on the Sea to Namur on the 


Maeſe, and be entirely Mafters of the Pais de 
Maas, the richeſt Part of thoſe Provinces. Fur- 
ther, they have Liberty to garriſon any Place 
they ſhall think fit in the Spaniſb Low-Countries, 
whenever there is an Appearance of War ; and 


conſequently to put Garriſons into Offend, or 


where elſe they 1 upon a Rupture with 
England. 


By this Treaty likewiſe, the Dutch will, in 


effect, be entire Maſters of all the Low-Coun- 
tries; may impoſe Duties, Reſtrictions in Com- 
merce, and Prohibitions at their Pleaſure; and 


in that fertile * may ſet up all Sorts of 


Manu- 
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Manufactures, particularly the Woollen, by in- 
viting the diſoblidged Manufacturers in Jreland, 
and the French Refugees, who are ſcattered all 
over Germany. And, as this ManufaQture in- 
creaſeth abroad, the cloathing People of England 
will be neceſſitated, for want of Employment, 
to follow ; and in few Years, by help of the low 


Intereſt of Money in Holland, Flanders may re- 


cover that beneficial Trade which we got from 
them: The Landed Men of England will then 
be forced to re-eſtabliſh the Staples of Wool 


abroad; and the Dutch, inſtead of being only 
the Carriers, will become the original Poſſeſſors 


of thoſe Commodities, with which the greateſt 


Part of the Trade of the World is now carried 


on. And as they increaſe their Trade, it is ob- 


vious they will enlarge their Strength at Sea, and 


that ours muſt leſſen in Proportion. 

ALL the Ports in Flanders are to be ſubject to 
the like Duties that the Dutch ſhall lay upon the 
Scheld, which is to be cloſed on the Side of the 
States : Thus all other Nations are, in effect, 
Mut out from Trading with Flanders. Yet in 
the very ſame Article it is ſaid, that the Szates 


ſhall be favoured in all the Spaniſh Dominions as 
much as Great Britain, or as the People moſt fa- 


voured, We have conquered Flanders for them, 
and are in a worſe Condition, as to our Trade 
there, than beſore the War began, We have 
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been the great Support of the King of Spain, to 
whom the Dutch have hardly contributed any 
thing at all; and yet they are to be equally fa- 
| woured with us in all his Dominions, Of all this 
the Queen is under the unreaſonable Obligation 
of being Guarantee, and that they ſhall poſſeſs 
their Barrier, and their Four hundred thouſand 
_ Crowns a Year, even before a Peace. 
IT is to be obſerved, that this Treaty was only 
Signed by one of our Plenipotentiaries : And I 
have been told, that the other was heard to ſay, 
He would rather loſe his Right-hand, than ſet it 
to ſucha Treaty. Had he ſpoke thoſe Words in 


due Seaſon, and loud enough to be heard on this 


Side the Water, conſidering the Credit he then 


had at Court, he might have ſaved much of his 


Country's Honour, and got as much to himſelf : 
Therefore, if the Report be true, I am inclined 
to think He only S4 1 D it. I have been like- 
wiſe told, that ſome very neceſſary Circum- 
ſtances were wanting in the Entrance upon this 
Treaty; but the Miniſters here rather choſe to 


facrifice the Honour of the Crown, and the 
Safety of their Country, than not ratify what 


one of their Favourites had tranſacted. 

LET me now conſider in what manner our 
Allies have obſerved thoſe Treaties they made 
with Us, and the ſeveral Stipulations and Agree- 


ments purſuant to them. 
By 
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By the Grand Alliance between the Empire, 
England and Holland, we were to aſſiſt the other 
two, totis viribus, by Sea and Land. By a Con- 
vention ſubſequent to this Treaty, the Propor- 
tions which the ſeveral Parties ſhould contribute 
towards the War, were adjuſted in the following 
manner. The Emperor was oblidged to furniſh 
Ninety thouſand Men againſt France, either in 


Lab, or upon the Rhine: Holland, to bring 


Sixty thouſand into the Field in Flanders, exclu- 
five of Garriſons ; and we Forty thouſand. In 
Winter, 1702, which was the next Year, the 
Duke of Marlborough propoſed the raiſing of 
Ten thouſand Men more, by way of Augmenta- 
tion, and to carry on the War with greater Vi- 
gour ; to which the Parliament agreed, and the 
Dutch were to raiſe the ſame Number. This 
was upon a Par, directly contrary to the former 
Stipulation, whereby our Part was to be a Third: 
leſs than theirs; and therefore it was granted, 
with a Condition, that Holland ſhould break off 
all Trade and Commerce with France, But, 
this Condition was never executed, the Dutch 

only amuſing us with a ſpecious Declaration till 

our Seffion of Parliament was ended ; and the 

following Year it was taken off, by concert be- 
tween our General and the States, without any 
Reaſon aſſigned for the Satisfaction of the King- 

dom. The next and ſome enſuing Campaigns, 
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further additional Forces were allowed by Parlia- 
ment for the War in Flanders, and in every new 
Supply, the Dutch gradually leſſened their Pro- 


portions ; although the Parliament addreſſed the 


Queen, that the States might be deſired to ob- 
ſerve them according to Agreement; which had 
no other Effect, than to teach them to elude it, 
by making their Troops Nominal Corps, as they 
did by keeping up the Numbers of Regiments, 
but ſinking a fifth Part of the Men and Money. 


So that now Things are juſt inverted, and in all 


new Lev ies we eontzibute a Third more than the 
Dutch, who at firſt were oblidged to the ſame 
Proportion more than us. 

Bes1DEgs, the more Towns we conquer ſor 
the States, the worſe Condition we are in to- 
wards reducing the Common Enemy, and conſe- 
quently of putting an End to the War. For, 
they make no Scruple of employing the Troops 
of their Quota, towards Garriſoning every Town 
as faſt as it is taken; directly contrary to the 
Agreement between us, by which all Garrifons 
are particularly excluded. This is at length ar. 
rived by ſeveral Steps to ſuch a Height, that 


there are at preſent in the Field, not ſo many 


Forces under the Duke of Marlborough's Com- 
mand in Flanders, as Britain alone maintains for 
that Service, nor have been for ſome Years paſt. 
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Tux Duke of Marlborough having entered the 


Enemies Lines, and taken Bouchain ; formed the 


Deſign of keeping of as great a Number of Troops, 
and particularly of Cavalry, in Liſſe, Tournay, 
Doway, and the Country between, as ſhould be 


able to Harraſs all the Neighbouring Provinces | 


of France during the Winter ; prevent the Ene- 
my from erecting their Magazines, and by con- 
ſequence from Subſiſting their Forces next 
Spring; and render it impoſſible for them to 


| aſſemble their Army another Year, without 


going back behind the Saame to do it. In order 
to effect this Project, it was neceſſary to be at 
an Expence extraordinary of Forage for the 
Troops; for building Stables, finding Fire and 
Candle for the Soldiers, with other incident 


Charges. The Queen readily agreed to furnifh 


Her Share of the firſt Article, that of the Fo- 
rage, which only belonged to Her. But, the 
States inſiſting that Her Majeſty ſhould likewife 
come into a Proportion of the other Articles, 


which in Juſtice belonged totally to them : She 


agreed even to that, rather than a Deſign of this 


Importance ſhould fail. And yet we know it 


hath failed, and that the Durch refuſed their 
Conſent, till the time was paſt for putting it in 
Execution, even in the Opinion of thoſe who 


propoſed it. Perhaps a certain Article itt the. 


Treaties of Contributions, ſubmitted to by ſuch 
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of the French Dominions as pay them to the 


States, was the principal Cauſe of defeating this 
Project; ſince one great Advantage to have been 


gained by it, was, as before is mentioned, to 


have hindered the Enemy from erecting their 
Magazines; and one Article in thoſe Treaties of 
Contributions is, that the Product of thoſe Coun- 


tries ſhall paſs free and unmoleſted. So that 


the Queſtion was reduced to this ſhort Iſſue; 
whether the Durch ſhould loſe this paultry Bene- 
fit, or the Common Cauſe an Advantage of ſuch 
mighty Importance. 

Tux Sea being the has where we might 
moſt probably carry on the War with any Ad- 
vantage to ourſelves ; it was agreed that we 
| ſhould bear five Eighths of the Charge in that 


Service, and the Dutch the other Three : And 


by the Grand Alliance, whatever We or Hel- 
land would conquer in the Spaniſb M gſt-Indies, 
was to accrue to the Conquerors. It might 
therefore have been hoped, that this Maritime 
Ally of ours, would have made up in their Fleet, 


what they fell ſhort in their Army; but quite 


otherwiſe, they never once furniſhed their Quota 
either of Ships or Men ; or if ſome few of their 
Fleet now and then appeared, it was no more 
than appearing, for they immediately ſeparated 
to look to their Merchants, and protect their 
Trade, And we may remember very well when 


theſe 


OD mo 2435 23 . =o 


Ca] 


* e Ld 


nw WW vo CEE W 


vs ——B yy was YU TY 


The ConpucrT of the ALLIES. 273 
theſe Guarantees of our Succeſſion, after having 
not one Ship for many Months together in the 
Mediterranean, ſent that Part of their Quota 
thither, and furniſhed nothing to us, at the 
ſame time that they alarmed us with the Rumour 
of an Invaſion, And laſt Year, when Sir James 
Wiſhart was diſpatched into Holland to expoſtu- 
late with the States, and to defire they would 
make good their Agreements, in ſo important a 
Part of the Service ; he met with ſuch a Recep- 
tion as ill became a Republick to give, that were 


under ſo many great Obligations to us; in ſhort, 


ſuch a one, as thoſe only deſerve, who are con- 
tent to take. . 
LT hath likewiſe been no ſmall Inconvenience 
to us, that the Dutch are always ſlow in paying 
their Subſidies ; by which means the Weight and 
Preſſure of the Payment lies upon the Queen, as 
well as the Blame, if her Majeſty be not very 
exact; nor will even this always content our 
Alies. For in Fuly 1711, the King of Spain 
was paid all his Subſidies to the Firſt of January 


next; nevertheleſs, he hath ſince complained for 


Want of Money; and his Secretary threatened, 
that if we would not further ſupply his Majeſty, 
he could not anſwer for what might happen ; 
although King Charles had not at that time, one 
Third of the Troops for which he was paid, and 
even thoſe he had, were neither Paid nor Cloathed.. 
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| Icannor forbear mentioning here another 
Paſſage concerning Subſidies ; to ſhew what 
Opinion Foreigners have of our Eaſineſs, and 
how much they reckon themſelves Maſters of our 
Money, whenever they they think fit to call for 
it. The Queen was by Agreement to pay Two 
hundred thouſand Crowns a Year to the Pruſſian 
Troops; the States One hundred thouſand ; and 
the Emperor only Thirty thouſand, for Recruit- 
ing; which his Imperial Majeſty never paid. 


Prince Eugene happening to paſs by Berlin, the. 


Miniſters of that Court applied themſelves to 
him for Redreſs in this Particular; and his High- 
neſs very frankly promiſed them, that in Conſi- 
deration of this Deficiency,. Britain and the 
States ſhould increaſe their Subſidies to Seventy 
thouſand Crowns more between them ; and that 


the Emperor ſhould be punctual for' the Time to- 
come: This was done by that Prince, without 
any Orders or Power whatſoever. The Durch 


very reaſonably refuſed conſenting to it; but the 
Pruſſian Miniſter here, making his Applications 
at our Court, prevailed on us to our Proportion, 


beſore we could hear what Reſolution would be 


taken in Holland. It is therefore to be hoped, 
that his Pruſſian Majeſty, at the End of this 


War, will not have the ſame Cauſe of Com- 


plaint, which he had at the cloſe of the laſt; 
that his Military-Cheſt was emptier by Twenty 


thouſand 
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thouſand Crowns, that at the Time that War 


began. 
Tu Emperor, as we have already faid, was 


by Stipulation to furniſh Ninety thouſand Men 


againſt the Common Enemy, as having no Fleets 
to maintain, and in Right of his Family being 
moſt concerned in the Succeſs of the War, How- 
ever, this Agreement hath been ſo ill obſerved, 
that from the Beginning of the War to this Day, 
neither of the two laſt Emperors had ever Twenty 
thouſand Men on their own Account in the 
Common Cauſe, excepting once in tab, when 
the Imperial Court exerted itſelf in a Point they 
have much more at Heart than that of gaining 
Spain or the Indies to their Family. When they 
had ſucceeded in their Attempts on the Side of 
Ttaly, and obſerved our blind Zeal for puſhing on 
the War at all Adventures, they ſoon found out 
the moſt effectual Expedient to themſelves. They 
computed eaſily, that it would coft them leſs to 


make large Perſents to one ſingle Perſon, than 


to pay an Army ;.and turn to as good Account, 


They thought they could not put their Affairs 


into better Hands; and therefore wiſely left us 
to fight their Battles. 


Bz$1DEs, it appeared by ſeveral Inſtances, how 


| little the Emperor regarded his Allies, or the 


Cauſe they were engaged in, when once he 
thought the Empire itſelf was ſecure, It is 
N6 known - 
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known enough, that he might ſeveral Times 
have made a Peace with his diſcontented Sub- 
jects in Hungary, upon Terms not at all unbefit- 
ting either his Dignity or Intereſt : But he ra- 
ther choſe to ſacrifice the whole Alliance to his 
private Paſſion, by entirely ſubduing and enſlav ing 
a miſerable People, who had but too much Pro- 
vocation to take up Arms to free themſelves from 
the Oppreſſion, under which they were groaning. 
Yet this muſt ſerve as an Excuſe for breaking his 
Agreement, and diverting ſo great a Body of 


Troops, which might have been employed againſt. 


France. 
ANOTHER Inſtance of the Emperor's Indif- 
ference, or rather Diſſike to the common Cauſe 


of the Allies, is the Buſineſs of Taulon. This 


Deſign was indeed diſcovered here at home, by a 


Perſon whom every body knows to be the Crea- 


ture. of a certain Great Man, at leaſt as much 


noted for his Skill in Gaming as in Politicks, 


upon the baſe mercenary End of getting Money 
by Wagers, which was then ſo common a Prac- 
tice, that I remember a Gentleman in Buſineſs, 


who having the Curioſity to inquire how Wagery 
went upon the Exchange, found fome People, 


deep in the Secret, to have been ccncerned in that 


kind of Traffick, as appeared by Premiums na. 
med for Towns, which no body but thoſe behind 


the Curtain could ſuſpect, However, although 


this 
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this Project had gotten Wind by ſo ſcandalous a 
Proceeding, yet Toulon might probably have been 
taken, if the Emperor had not thought fit, in 
that very JunQure, to detach twelve or fifteen 
thouſand Men to ſeize Naples, as an Enteryrize 
that was more his private and immediate Intereſt 
But it was manifeſt that his Imperial Majeſty had 
no mind to ſee Toulon in Poſſeſſion of the Allies, 
for even with theſe Diſcouragements the Attempt 
might have yet ſucceeded, if Prince Eugene had 
not thought fit to oppoſe it; which cannot be 
imputed to his own Judgment, but to ſome Po- 
litick Reaſons of his. Court. The Duke of Sau, 
was for attacking the Enemy, as ſoon as our 
Army arrived; but when the Mareſchal de Theſſe's 
Troops were all come up, to pretend to beſiege 
the Place, in the Condition we were at that 
5 time, was a Farce and a Jeſt. Had Toulon fallen 
chen into our Hands, the Maritime Power of 

France would, in a great meaſure have been deſ- 

troyed, 

Bur a much greater Inſtance than either of the 
| foregoing, how little the Emperor regarded U, 
or Our Quarrel, after all we had done to fave his 

Imperial Crown, and to aſſert the Title of his 

Brother to the Monarchy of Spain; may be 

brought from the Proceedings of that Court not 

many Months ago. It was judged, that a War 
carried upon the Side of Itah, would cauſe a great 
Diverſion 
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Diverſion of the French Forces, wound them in 
a very tender Part, and facilitate the Progreſs of 
our Arms in Spain, as well as Flanders. It wag 
propoſed to the Duke of Savvy to make this Di- 
verſion; and not only a Diverſion during the 
Summer, but the Winter too, by taking Quar- 
ters on this ſide of the Hills. Only in order to 
make him willing and able to perform this Work, 
two Points were to be ſettled. It was neceſſary 
to end the Diſpute between the Imperial Court, 
and his Royal Highneſs; which had no other 
Foundation, than the Emperor's refuſing to make 
good ſome Articles of that Treaty, on the Faith 
of which the Duke engaged in the preſent War, 
and for the Execution whereof Britain and Hol- 
land became Guarantees, at the Requeſt of the 
late Emperor Leopold. To remove this Difficulty, 


the Earl of Peterborough was diſpatched to Vienna; 


got over ſome part of thoſe Diſputes, to the Sa- 
tisfaction of the Duke of Savoy, and had put the 
reſt in a fair way of being accommodated, at the 
time the Emperor Joſeph died. Upon which great 
Event, the Duke of Savey took the Reſolution 
of putting himſelf at the Head of the Army, al- 
though the whole Matter were not finiſhed, ſince 
the common Cauſe required his Aſſiſtance; and 
that until a new Emperor were elected, it was 
impoſſible to make good the Treaty to him. In 


that 


morn WgOS OO CO XrQ MEH RA Bo» oo a o 


order to enable him, the only thing he asked was, 
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that he ſhould be reinforced by the Imperial Court 
with eight thouſand Men, before the End of the 
Campaign. Mr. Whitworth was ſent to Vienna 
to make this Propoſal ; and it is credibly reported, 
that he was impowered, rather than fail, to offer 
forty thouſand Pounds for the March of thoſe 
eight thouſand Men; if he found it was want of 
Ability, and not Inclination, that hindered the 
ſending them. But he was ſo far from ſucceed- 
ing, that it was faid, the Miniſters of that Court 
did not ſo much as give him an Opportunity to 
tempt them with any particular Sums; but cut 
| off all his Hopes at once, by alledging the im- 
| poſſibility of complying with the Queen's De- 
mands, upon any Conſideration whatſoever. 
They could not plead their old Excuſe of the 


, War in Hungary, which was then brought to an 
3 End: They had nothing to offer but ſome gene- 


ral Speculative Reaſons, which it would expoſe 
> them to repeat, and ſo, after much Delay, and 
- many trifling Pretences, they utterly refufed fo 
t ſmall and ſeaſonable an Aſſiſtance; to the Ruin 
1 of a Project that would have more terrified France, 


and cauſed a greater Diverſion of their Forces, 


e than a much more numerous Army in any other 
3 Part. Thus, for want of eight thouſand Men, 
8 
n 


for whoſe Winter Campaign the Queen was wil- 
ling to give Forty thouſand Pounds; and for 
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of hindering the Enemy from erecting Magazines, 
towards which her Majeſty was ready, not only 
to bear her own Proportion, but a Share of that 
which the States were oblidged to; our Hopes of 
taking Winter Quarters in the North and South 
Parts of France are eluded, and the War left in 
that Method, which is like to continue it longeſt. 


Can there an Example be given in the whole 


Courſe of this War, where we have treated the 
pettieſt Prince, with whom we had to deal, in 
ſo contemptuous a Manner? Did we ever once 
conſider what we could afford, or what we were 
oblidged to, when our Afiiſtance was deſired, 
even while we lay under immediate Apprehenſi- 
ons of being invaded ? 

Wren Portugal came, as a PRO PEGR into 
the Grand Alliance, it was ſtipulated, that the 
Empire, England and Holland, ſhould each 
maintain Four thouſand Men of their own 


Troops in that Kingdom, and pay between them 


a Million of Pattacoons to the King of Portugal, 
for the Support of Twenty eight thouſand Por. 
tugueze; which Number of forty thouſand, was 
to be the Confederate Army againſt Spain on the 


| Portugal fide. This Treaty was ratified by all 


the three Powers. But in a ſhort time after, 
the Emperor declared himſelf unable to comply 


with his part of the Agreement, and ſo left the 


two thirds upon Us; who very generouſly under- 
took 
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took that Burthen, and at the fame time two 
thirds of the Subſidies for Maintenance of the 
Portugueze T roops. But neither is this the worſt 
Part of the Story : For, although the Dutch did 
indeed ſend their own Quota of four thouſand 
Men to Portugal (which however they would not 
agree to, but upon Condition, that the other 
two thirds ſhould be ſupplied by us;) yet they 
never took care to recruit them : For in the Year 
1706, the Portugueze, Britiſh and Dutch Forces, 
having marched with the Earl of Galway into 
Caſtile, and by the noble Conduct of that Gene- 
zal being forced to retire into Valentia, it was 
found neceſſary to raiſe a new Army on the Por- 
tugal ſide; where the Queen hath, at ſeveral 
times, encreaſed her Eſtabliſhment to ten thou- 
ſand five hundred Men; and the Dutch: never re- 
placed one ſingle Man, nor paid one Penny of 
their Subſidies to Portugal in ſix Years. 

Tux Spaniſh Army on the fide of Catalonia 
is, or ought to be, about fifty thouſand Men (ex- 
cluſive of Portugal:) And here the War hath been 
carried on almoſt entirely at our Coſt. For, this 
whole Army is paid by the Queen, excepting on- 


ly ſeven Battalions and fourteen Squadrons of 


Dutch and Palatines; and even fifteen hundred of 
theſe are likewiſe in our Pay; beſides the Sums 


given to King Charles for Subſidies and the 


Maintenance of his Court, Neither are our 
| Troops 
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Troops at Gibraltar included within this Num- 
ber. And further, we alone have been at all the 
Charge of Tranſporting the Forces firſt ſent from 
Genoa to Barcelona; and of all the Imperial Re- 
cruits from time to time: And have likewiſe paid 
vaſt Sums as Levy-Money, for every individual 
Man and Horſe fo furniſhed to Recruit ; although 
the Horſes were ſcarce worth the Price of Tranſ- 
portation. But this hath been almoſt the con- 
ftant Misfortune of our Fleet, during the preſent 
War; inſtead of being employed on ſome En- 
terprize for the Good of the Nation, or even for 
the Protection of our Trade, to be wholly taken 
up in tranſporting Soldiers. 
WII have actually conquered all Bavaria, 
Ulm, Ausburg, Landan, and a great Part of Al- 
face, for the Emperor: And by the Troops we 
have furniſhed, the Armies we have paid, and 
the Diverſions we have given to the Enemies 
Forces, have chiefly contributed to the Conqueſts 
of Milan, Mantua, and Mirandola; and to the 
Recovery of the Dutchy of Modena. The laſt 
Emperor drained the Wealth of thoſe Countries 
into his own Coffers, without increaſing his 
Troops againſt France by fuch mighty Acquiſi- 
tions; or yielding to the moſt reaſonable Requeſts 
we have made. 

Or the many Towns we have taken for the 
Dutch, we have conſented, by the Barrier- 


Treaty, 
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Treaty, that all thoſe which were not in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Spain, upon the Death of the late Ca- 


tdolick King, ſhall be part of the States Domi- 


nions; and that they ſhall have the Military 
Power in the moſt conſiderable of the reſt; 
which is, in effect, to be the abſolute Sovereigns 
of the whole. And the Hollanders have already 
made ſuch good Uſe of their Time, that, in Con- 
junction with our General, the Oppreſſions of 


Flanders are much greater than ever. 


AnD this Treatment, which we have received 
from our two principal Allies, hath been pretty 
well copied by moſt other Princes in the Confede- 
racy, with whom we have any Dealings. For 


Inſtance, ſeven Portugueze Regiments after the 


Battle of Alnanza, went off, with the reſt of 
that broken Army, to Catalonia; the King of 
Portugal faid, he was not able to pay them, 
while they were out of his Country ; the Queen 


conſented therefore to do it her felf, provided the 


King would raiſe as many more to ſupply their 
Place. This he engaged to do, but never per- 


formed. Notwithſtanding which, his Subſidies 
were conſtantly paid im by my Lord Gadolphin, 


for almoſt four Years, without any Deduction 


upon Account of thoſe ſeven Regiments ; direct- 


ly contrary to the ſeventh Article of our Offen- 
ſive Alliance with that Crown, where it is agreed, 
that a Deduction ſhall be made out of thoſe Sub- 

ſidies 
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ſidies, in proportion to the Number of Men 
wanting in that Compliment, which the K ing 
is to maintain. But whatever might have been 
the Reaſons for this Proceeding, it ſeems they are 
above the Underſtanding of the * preſent Lord 
Treaſurer ; who, not entring into thoſe Refine- 


ments, of paying the publick Money upon private 


Conſiderations, hath been ſo uncourtly as to ſtop 
it. This Diſappointment, I ſuppoſe, hath put 
the Court of Lisbon upon other Expedients of 
raiſing the Price of Forage, ſo as to force us ei- 
ther to leſſen our Number of Troops, or be at 
double Expence in maintaining them; and thig 
at a Time when their own Product, as well as 
the Import of Corn, was never greater; and of 
demanding a Duty upon the Soldiers Cloaths we 
carried over for thoſe Troops, which have been 
their ſole Defence againſt an inveterate Enemy 
and whoſe Example might have infuſed Courage, 
as well as taught them Diſcipline, if their Spirits 
had been capable of receiving either. 

Ix order to augment our Forces every Vear, 
in the ſame Proportion as thoſe, for whom we 
Fight, diminiſh theirs; we have been oblidged to 
hire Troops from ſeveral Princes of the Empire, 
whoſe Miniſters and Reſidents here, have perpe- 
tually importuned the Court with unreaſonable 
Demands, under which our late Miniſters thought 

The Earl of Oxford, 


fit 
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fit to be Paffive. For, thoſe Demands were al- 


ways backed with a Threat to recal their Soldiers, 


which was a thing not to be heard of, becauſe it 
might Diſcontent the Dutch, In the mean time 
thoſe Princes never ſent their Contingent to the 
Emperor, as by the Laws of the Empire they are 
oblidged to do; but gave for their Excuſe, that 
we had already hired all they could poſſibly ſpare. 


Bur if all this be true: If, according to what 


I have affirmed, we began this War contrary to 
Reaſon: If, as the other Party themſelves, upon 
all Occaſions, acknowledge, the Succeſs we have 
had was more than we could reaſonably expect: 
Tf, after all eur Succeſs, we have not made that 


Uſe of it, which in Reaſon we ought to have 


done; If, we have made weak and fooliſh Bar- 
gains with our Allies; ſuffered them tamely to 
break every Article, even in thoſe Bargains to 
our Diſadvantage, and allowed them to treat us 
with Inſolence and Contempt, at the very Inſtant 
when we were gaining Towns, Provinces, and 
Kingdoms for them, at the Price of our Ruin, 
and without any Proſpect of [ntereſt to our ſelves : 
If we have conſumed all our Strength in attack- 
ing the Enemy on the ſtrongeſt Side, where (as 
the old Duke of Schomberg expreſſed it) to engage 
with France, was to take a Bull by the Horns; 
and left wholly unattempted, that Part of the 
War, which could only enable us to continue, or 

| to 
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to end it. If all this, I ſay, be our Caſe, it is a 
very obvious Queſtion to ask ; by what Motives, 
or what Management, we are thus become the 
Dupes and Bubbles of Europe? Sure it cannot 
be owing to the Stupidity ariſing from the Cold- 
neſs of our Climate; ſince thoſe among our Al- 
lies, who have given us molt Reaſon to complain, 
are as far removed from the Sun as our ſelves. 

I F in laying open. the real Cauſes of our pre- 
ſent Miſery, I am forced to ſpeak with ſome 
Freedom, I think it will require no Apology. 
Reputation is the ſmalleſt Sacrifice Thoſe can 
make us, who have been the Inſtruments of our 
Ruin; becauſe it is That, for which in all Pro- 
bability they have the leaſt Value. So that in 
expoſing the Actions of ſuch Perſons, it cannot 
be ſaid, properly ſpeaking, to do them an In- 
jury. But, as it will be ſome Satisfaction toour 
People, to know by whom they have been fo 
long abuſed; ſo it may be of great Uſe to us 
and our Poſterity, not to truſt the Safety of their 
Country in the Hands of thoſe, who act by ſuch 
Principles, and from ſuch Motives. 

IM ax already obſerved, that when the _ 
Counſels of this War were debated in the late 
King's Time, a certain Great Man was then fo 
averſe from entring into it, that he rather choſe 
to give up his Employment, ar. tell the King 
he could ſerve him no longer. Upon that Prince's 

Death 
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Death, although the Grounds of our Quarrel 
with France had received no Manner of Addi- 
tion, yet this Lord thought fit to alter his Sen- 
timents ; for the Scene was quite changed ; his 
Lordſhip, and the Family with whom he was 
engaged by ſo complicated an Alliance, were in 
the higheſt Credit poſſible with the Queen : The 
Treaſurer's Staff was ready for his Lordſhip, the 
Duke was to Command the Army, and the 
Dutcheſs by her Employments, and the Favour 
ſhe was poſſeſſed of, to be always neareſt Her 


Majeſty's Perſon ; by which the whole Power, 


at home and abroad, would be devolved upon 
that Family. This was a Proſpect ſo very in- 
viting, that, to confeſs the Truth, it could not 


be ealily withſtood by any who have ſo keen an 


Appetite for Wealth or Power. By an Agree- 
ment ſubſequent to the Grand Alliance, we were 


to aſſiſt the Dutch with forty thouſand Men, all 


to be commanded by the Duke of Marlborough, 
So that whether this War were prudently begun 
or not, it is plain, that the true Spring or Mo- 
tive of it, was the aggrandizing a particular Fa- 
mily ; and in ſhort, a War of the General and 
the Miniſtry, and not of the Prince or People; 
ſince thoſe very Perſons were againft it when 
they knew the Power, and conſequently the 
Profit, would be in other Hands. 
Wir 
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W 1TH theſe Meaſures fell in all that Set of 


People, who are called the Monied Men; ſuch 


as had raiſed vaſt Sums by Trading with Stocks 
and Funds, and Lending upon great Intereſt and 
Premiums ; whoſe perpetual Harveſt is War, 
and whoſe beneficial way of TREES muſt very 
much decline by a Peace. 

IN that whole Chain of Encroachments made 
upon us by the Dutch, which I have above de- 
duced ; and under thoſe ſeveral groſs Impoſitions 
from other Princes; if any one ſhould ask, why 
our General continued ſo eaſy to the laſt? I 
know no other way ſo probable, or indeed fo 
charitable to account for it, as by that unmeaſu- 
reable Love of Wealth, which his beſt Friends 


allow to be his predominant Paſſion. However, 


I ſhall wave any thing that is Perſonal upon this 
Subject. I ſhall fay nothing of thoſe great Pre- 
ſents made by ſeveral Princes, which the Soldi- 
ers uſed to call Winter-Foraging, and faid it 
was better than that of the Summer; of Two 


and an half per Cent. ſubſtracted out of all the 


Subſidies we pay in thoſe Parts, which amounts 


to no inconſiderable Sum: And laſtly, of the 


grand Perquiſites in a long ſucceſsful War, 

which are ſo amicably adjuſted between Him 
and the States. 

Bor when the War was thus begun, there 

| ſoon fell in other Incidents here at home, which 

| made 
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ho had firſt raiſed them. The Army, the 
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made the Continuance of it neceſſary for thoſe, 


who were the chief Adviſers. The Whigs were 


at that time out of all Credit or Conſideration: 


The reigning Favourites had always carried what” 


was called the Tory Principles; at leaſt as high,” 
as our Conſtitution could bear; and moſt others 
in great Employments, were wholly in the 
verdl Perfons- of the greateſt Merit, — 
and Conſequence, were not able to endure the 
many Inſtances of Pride, Inſolence, Avarice 
and Ambition, which thoſe Favourites began ſo 
early to diſcover ; nor to ſee them preſuming to 
be ſole Diſpenſers of the Royal Favour. Howe- 
ver, their Oppoſition was to no Purpoſe ; they 
wreffled with too great a Power, arid wete ſoon 
cruſhed under it. For, thoſe in Poſſeſſidon find- 
ing they could never be quiet in their Uſurpations, 
while others had any Credit, who were at leaſt 
upon an equal Foot of Merit, began to make 
Orertures to the diſcarded Whigs, who would de 
content with any Terms of Accommodation. 
Thus commenced this Sokemn League avid Cove- 
nant, which hath ever fince been cultivated with 
ſo much Application. The great Traders in 
Money were wholly devoted to the bigs, 


Court, and the Treaſury, continued under the 
old Deſpetict Adminiſtration : The big: were 
Vor. vin. O received 
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received into Employment, left to manage the 


Parliament, cry down the Landed Intereſt, and 
worry the Church. Mean time, our Allies, 
who were. not ignorant, that all this artificial 
Structure had no true Foundation in the Hearts 
of the People, reſolved to make their beſt uſe of 
it, as long as it ſhould laſt. And the General's 
Credit being raiſed to a great Heighth at home 
by our Succeſs in Flanders, the Dutch began 
their gradual Impofitions ; leſſening their Quotas, 
breaking their Stipulations, Garriſoning the 
Towns we took for them, without ſupplying 
their Troops; with many other Infringements : 
All which we were forced to ſubmit to, becauſe 
the General was made eaſy; becauſe the Monied 
Men at home were fond of the War; becauſe 
the Whigs were not yet firmly ſettled ; and be- 
cauſe that exorbitant Degree of Power, which 
was built upon a ſuppoſed Neceſſity of employing 
particular Perſons, would go off in a Peace. It 
is needleſs to add, that the Emperor, and other 
Princes, followed the Example of the Dutch, 
and ſucceeded as well, far the fame Reaſons. 
InAv here imputed the Continuance of the 
War to the mutual Indulgence between our Ge- 


neral.and Allies, wherein they both fo well found 
„ OD >> 


gers, leſt their Tables ſhould be overthrown ; 


2 Loſs 
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them from the Conſequences of that Miſcarriage. 


to bear the Tyranny and Inſolence of thoſe un- 
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Loſs of their Credit and Employments in a 
Peace ; and 'to thoſe at home, who held their 
immoderate Engroſſments of Power and Favour, 


by no other Tenure, than their own Preſump- 


tion upon the Neceſſity of Affairs. The Truth 
of this will appear indiſputable, by conſidering 
with what Unanimity and Concert theſe ſeveral 
Parties ated towards that great End. 

Wu the Vote paſſed in the Houſe of 
Lords, againſt any Peace without Spain being 
reſtored to the Auſtrian Family; the Earl of 
Marton told the Houſe, That it was indeed im- 
poſſible and impracticable to recover Spain ; but 
however, there were certain Reaſons, why ſuch 
a Vote ſhould be made at that time ; which 
Reaſons wanted no Explanation : For, the Ge- 


neral and the Miniftry having refuſed to accept 


very advantageous Offers of a Peace, after the 
Battle of Ramellies, were forced to take in a 
Set of Men, with a previous Bargain, to skreen 


And accordingly, upon the firſt ſucceeding Op- 
portunity that fell, which was the Prince of 
Denmark's Death, the Chief Leaders of the 
Party were brought into ſeveral great Employ- 
ments. 


TRus, when the Queen was no longer able 


„ Servants, who as they waxed the Futter, 
O 2 ; did 
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did but #:ick the more; our two great Allies 


abroad, and our Stock-jobbers at home, took 


immediate Alarm; applied the neareſt way to 
the Throne, by Memorials and Meſſages, joint- 
ly directing Her Majeſty not to change Her Se- 
cretary or Treaſurer; who for the true Reaſons 
that theſe oſſicious Intermedlers demanded their 
Continuance, ought never to have been ad- 
mitted into the leaſt Degree of Truſt; ſince 


what they did was nothing lefs than betraying 


the Intereſt of their Native Country, to thoſe 
Princes, who in their Turns, were to do what 
they could to ſupport Them in Power at home. 
Tus it plainly appears, that there was a 
| Conſpiracy on all ſides to go on with thoſe 
Meaſures, which muſt perpetuate the War; and 
a Conſpiracy founded upon the Intereſt and Am- 
bition of each Party; which begat fo firm a 
Union, that inſtead of Wondering why it laſted 
ſo long, I am aſtoniſhed to think, how it came 
to be broken. The Prudence, Courage, and 
Firmneſs of Her Majeſty in all the Steps of that 
great Change, would, if the Particulars were 
truly related, make a very ſhining Part in Her 
Story : Nor is Her Judgment leſs to be admired, 


which directed Her in the Choice of perhaps the 


only Perfons who had Skill, Credit and Reſolu- 
tion enough to be Her Inſtruments in overthrow- 
ing ſo many Difficulties. ES 
3 Come 
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SoM E would pretend to leſſen the Merit of 
this, by telling us, that the Rudeneſs, the Ty- 
ranny, the Oppreſſion, the Ingratitude of the 
late Favourites towards their Miſtreſs, were no 
longer to be born. They produce Inſtances to 
ſhew, how Her Majeſty was purſued through all 
Her Retreats, particularly at Hmmd/or, where, 
after the Enemy had poſſeſſed themſelves of eve - 
ry Inch of Ground, they at laſt attacked and 
ſtormed the Caftle, foreing the Queen to fly to 
an adjoining Cottage, purſuant to the Advice of 
Solomon, who-tells us, It is better to Me on the 
Zluſe Tops, than with a ſcolding Woman in a 
large Fuſe. They would have it, that ſuch 
continued ill Ufage was enough to inflame the 


 meckeft Spirit: They blame the Favourites in 


point of Policy, . and: think it nothing extraor- 
dinary, that the Queen ſhould be at an End of 
Her Patience, and refolve to difcard them. But 


Fam of another Opinion, and think their Pro- 


 ceedings were right. For; nothing is ſo apt to 


break even the braveſt Spirits, as a continual 
Chain of Oppreffions : One Injury is beſt de- 
fended by a ſecond, and this by a third. By 
theſe Stops, the old Maſters of the Palace in 
France became Maſters of the Kingdom ; and 
by theſe Steps, a General during Pleaſure, might 


have grown into a General for Life, and a 


General for Life into a Ning. So that I ſtill 
O 3 inſiſt 


294 The Com buer of tbe ALLIES. 

inſiſt upon it as a Wonder, how her Majeſty, 
thus beſieged on all Sides, was able to extri- 
cate Herſelf. | 


HAVING thus mentioned the real Cauſes, 
although diſguiſed under ſpecious Pretences, which 
Rave fo long continued the War; I muſt beg 

leave to reaſon a little, with thoſe Perſons who 
are againſt any Peace, but what they call a 
Good One; and explain themſelves, that no 
Peace can be good, without an entire Reſtoration 
of Spain to the Houſe of Auſtria. It is to be 
ſuppoſed, that what I am to ſay upon this 
Part of the Subject, will have little Influence 
on thoſe, whoſe particular Ends or Deſigns of 
any ſort, lead them to wiſh the Continuance of 
the War. I mean the General and our, Allies 
abroad ; the Knot of late Favourites at home ; 
the Body of ſuch, as Traffck in Stocks and 
laſtly, A Set of Factious Politicians, who 
were ſo violently bent, at leaſt, upon Clipping 
our Conſtitution in Church and State. There- 
4 | fore, I ſhall not apply my ſelf to any of theſe, 
but to all others indifferently, whether big or 
| | Tory, whoſe private Intereſt is beſt anſwered by 
þ the Welfare of their Country. And, if among 
| theſe there be any, who think we ought to fight 
i on till King Charles be quietly ſettled in the 
1 Monarchy of Spain, I believe there are ſeveral 
Points 


”. CL 
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1 


of our Declarations of War; and our Pretenſions 
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Points, which they have not 8 con- 
ſidered. 

F o R, Firſt; It is to be obſerved, that this 
Reſolution againſt any Peace without Spain, is 
a new Incident, grafted upon the Original 
Quarrel,. by the Intrigues of a Faction among 
us, who prevailed to give it the Sanction of a 
Vote in both Houſes -of Parliament, to juſtiſy 
thoſe, whoſe Intereſt lay in perpetuating the 
War, And, as this Proceeding wax againſt the 
Practice of all Princes and States, whoſe Inten- 
tions were fair and honourable ; fo is it contra- 
ry to common Prudence, as well as Juſtice. I 


Might add, that it was impious too, by prefum- 
ing to controul Events, which are only in the 


Hands of God. Ours and the States Complaint 
againſt France and Spain, are deduced. in each 


ſpecified in the Eighth Article of the Grand Al- 
Lance : But there is not in any of theſe, the 


| leaſt mention of demanding Spain for the Houſe 


of Auſtria, or of refuſing any Peace without 
that Condition. Having already made an Ex- 


tract from both Declamtions of War, I ſhall. 


here give a Tranſlation of the Eighth Article in 


the Grand Alliance, which will cad 
ter out of Diſpute. | 
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JH BN the Wir is ence unduriake, new 


ter upon a Treaty of Peace with the Exe- 
my, but jointly, and in concert with the others. 


ata @ ji and reaſenable mf S- for 


bis Cartarean, Majefty, and for his Royat Aa. 


jefly of Gueat-Britain, and a particuler Security = 


to the Lard the States General, of their Domi- 
mans, Prouiacat, Titles, Navigation, and Com- 
merce, and a ſufficiens Provifien, that the King- 


dams of France und Spain be never united, or 


come under the Government- of the ſame Pirfox 5 
or that abe fame Aan may never be King of bath 
Kingdoms ; and particularly, that the French may 
never be in Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Weſt. Indies; 
aud. 1 1. may not have the Liberty of Navi- 

gation, 


of the Parties all have the Liberty to en- 


9 . 


p<? As. [ —Y id. Mi a 


* os 


* 
wy 


4 A* 


The CDV er F M ALLIEsS. 297 
gation, for Conveniency of Trade, ander am 
Pretence whatſoever, neither direfth nor indi- 
rect; except it is agreed, that the Subjefts of 
Great-Britain and Holland may have full Power 
to uſe and enjoy all the ſame Privileges, Rights, 
Immunities and Liberties of Commerce, by Land 
and Sea, in Spain, in the Mediterranean, and 
in all the Places and Countries, which the late 
King of Spain, at the time of his Death was in 


Poſſeſſion of as well in Europe, as elſewhere, as 


they did then uſe and enjoy ; or which the Subjets of * 
both, or each Nation could uſe and enjoy, by vir- 
tue of any Right, obtained before the Death of 


| the ſaid King of Spain, either by Treaties, Con- 
 ventions, Cuſtom, or any other way whatfoever. 


HERE, we ſee the Demands intended to be 


inſiſted on by the Allies upon any Treaty of 


Peace, are, a juft and reaſonable. Satisfaction for 
the Emperor and King of Great-Britain, a Se- 
curity to the States General for their Dominions, 
&c. and a ſufficient Proviſion, that France and 


Spain be never united under the ſame Man, as - 


King of both Kingdoms. The reſt relates to the . 


Liberty of Trade and Commerce for Us, and the 


Dutch ; but not a _ of engaging to gif- | 
poſſeſs the Duke of Anfou. 


B u r, to know how this new Language of 


- Ns Peace witheut Spain, was firſt introduced, 


5s wg and 
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IR SO neg wn, we muſt begin 
great deal higher. . 
I T was he Prthica Tray, which bagae 
the Will in fayour of the Duke of Aran: For, 
this naturally led the Spaniards to receive. a 
Prince ſupported by a great Power, whoſe Inte- 
reſt, as well as Affection, engaged them to pre- 
ſerve that Monarchy entire, rather than to op- 
poſe him in favour of another Family, who muſt 
expect Aſſiſtance from a Number of Confede- 
rates, whoſe principal Members had already diſ- 
poſed of what did not belong to them, and by a 


previous Treaty parcelled out the — of 


Spain. 

Tu us, the Duke of Abs got into.the full 
Pofleffion of all the Kingdoms and States belong- 
ing. to that Monarchy, as well as in the old 
World as the new. And, whatever the Houſe 
of Auſtria pretended from their Memorials to 
Us and the States ; it was. at that time but too 
apparent, that the Inclinations of the Spaniards 
were. on the Duke's ſide. | 

HowzveER, a War was reſolved ; and in or- 


ger to carry, it on with greater Vigour, a Grand 
Alliance formed, wherein the Ends propoſed to 


be obtained, are plainly and diſtinctly laid down, 
as I have already quoted them. It plcaſed God 
in the Courſe of this War, to bleſs the Armics 


of the Allies with remarkable Succeſſes; hy 


which 


was forgot. 
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which we were ſoon put-into a Condition of de- 
manding and expeQing ſuch Terms of a Peace, 
as we propoſed to our ſelves when we began the 
War. But inſtead of this, our Victories only 
ſerved to lead us on to further viſionary Proſ- 
peas: Advantage was taken of the ſanguin 
Temper, which ſo many Succeſſes had wrought 
the Nation up to; new Romantiek Views were 
propoſed, and the old, ſeaſonable, * 


Tus was the Artifice of ae here, who 
were ſure to grow Richer, as the Publick became 


poorer; and who after the Reſolutions, which 
the two Houſes were prevailed upon to make, 


might have. carried on the War with Bafety to 


_ themſelves, till Malt and Land were Mortgaged ; 


till a general Exciſe were eſtabliſhed ; and the 
dizieme denier raifed, by Collectors in red Coats. 
And this was juſt the Circumſtance which it 


ſuited their Intereſts to be in. 


Tag Houſe of Auftria approved this define 
with Reaſon ; ſince whatever would be obtained 
by the Blood and Treaſure of others, was to ac- 
crue to that Family; while they only lent their 
Name to the Cauſe. 
| Tre Dutch might, perhaps, have grown 
reſty under their Burthen ; but Care was like- 
wile taken of That by a Barrier- Treaty made 


with the States, which deſerveth ſuch Epithets 
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_ asT care not to beſtow : But may perhaps con- 


ſider it, at a proper Occaſion, in a Diſcourſe by 
itſelf. 


B v this Treaty, the Condition of the War, 
with ReſpeR to the Dutch, was widely altered: 
They fought no longer for Security, but for 
Grandeur; and we, inſtead of labouring to make 
them /afe, muſt beggar onefyes to render them 
formidable. 

'W1LL any one contend, that if at the Treas 
ty of Gertruydenburg, we eould have been ſa- 
tisſied with ſuch Terms of a Peace, as we pro- 
poſed to our ſelves by the Grand Alliance, the 
French would not bave allowed them? It is 
plain, they offered many more, and much great- 
er, than ever we thought to inſiſt on, when the 
War began: And they had Reaſon to grant, 
as well as we to demand them; fince Conditions 
of Peace do certainly turn upon the Events of 
War. But ſurely there is ſome Meaſure to be 


obſerved in this: Thoſe who have defended the 


Proceedings of our Negociators at the Treaty of 
| Gertruydenburg, dwell very much upon their 
| Zeal and Patience, in endeavouring to work the 
French up to their Demands ; but fay nothing 
to juſtify thoſe Demands, or the Probability that 
France would ever accept them. Some of the 
Articles in that Treaty were fo very Extrava- 


not 
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not have obtained them by a ſucceſsful War of 
forty Years. One of them was inconſiſtent with 
common Reaſon ; wherein the Confederates re- 
ferved to themſelves full Liberty of demanding 
what further Conditions they ſhould think fit; 
and in the mean Time, France was to deliver 
up ſeveral of their ſtrongeſt Towns in a Month, 
Plenipotentiarics, and thoſe of Holland; but not 
by the French, although it ought to have been 
done interchangeably ; nay they were brought 

| ever by the Secretary of the Ambaſly ; and the 
Miniſters here prevailed on the Queen to exe- 
cute a Ratification of Articles, which only one 
Part had Signed: This was an Abſurdity in 
Form, as well as in Reaſon ; becauſe the uſual 
Form of a Ratification is with a Preamble, 
ſhewing, That whereas our Miniſters and thoſe of 
the Allies, and of the Enemy, have Signed, &c. 

We Ratify, &c: * The Perfon who brought 
over the Articles, faid in all Companies, (and 
perhaps believed) that it was a Pity we had not 
demanded more, for the French were in a Dif- 
poſition to refuſe us nothing we would ask. 
One of our Plenipotentiaries affected to have 
the ſame Concern; and particularly that we had 
not obtained ſome further Security for the Em- 
pire on the Upper Rhine. 

Hon Warren z, Secietary to that Embaily, 
W 4 T 


@ &+ &@ LW *T 


Lan. of 


E GS FN N me 


1 


302 The Conover of the ALLIES; 

Wuũuar could be the Deſign of all this Gri- 
mace, but to amuſe the People, and. raiſe Stocks 
for their Friends in the Secret, to ſell to Ad- 


vantage? I have too great a Reſpect for the Abi- 


lities of thoſe who ated in this Negotiation, to 
believe they hoped for any other Iſſue from it, 
than what we found by the Event. Give me 
leave to ſuppoſe the Cont inuance of the War was 
the Thing at Heart, among thoſe in Power, both 
Abroad and at Home; and then I can eaſily ſhew 


the Conſiſtency of their Proceedings ; otherwiſe, 


they are wholly unaccountable and abſurd. Did 
thoſe, who inſiſted on fuch wild Demands, ever 


ſincerely intend a Peace? Did they really think, 


that going on with the War. was more. eligible 
for their Country, than the. leaſt Abatement of 
thoſe Conditions? Was. the ſmalleſt of them 
worth Six Millions a Year, and an Hundred 


thouſand Men's Lives? Was there no way to 


provide for the Safety of Britain, or the Security 
of its Trade, but by the French King's turning 


his own Arms to beat his Grandſon out of Spain? 


If theſe able Stateſmen were ſo truly concerned 
for our Trade, which they made the Pretence of 
the War's Beginning, as well as Continuance ; 
why did they ſo negleQ it in thoſe very Prelimi- 
naries, where the Enemy made ſo many Con- 
ceſſions, and where all that related to the Advan- 
tage of Holland, or the other Confederates, . was 

| 1 expreſly 
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expreſly ſettled ? But whatever concerned us; 
was to be left to a general Treaty: No Tariff 
agreed on with France or the Low Comntries, 


only the Schelde was to remain ſhut, which muſt 
have ruined our Commerce with Antwerp. Our 


Trade with Spain was referred the ſame way ; 
but this they will pretend to be of no Conſe- 
quence ; becauſe that Kingdom was to be under 
the Houſe of Auſtria; and we have already 
made a Treaty with King Charles. I have in- 
deed heard of a Treaty made by Mr. Stauhope, 
with that Prince, for ſettling our Commerce 
with Spain : But whatever it were, there was 
another between Us and Holland, which went 
Hand in Hand with it, I mean that of Barrier; 
wherein a Clauſe was inſerted, by which all 
Advantages propoſed for Britain, are to be in 


common with Holland. 


Axor HER Point which I doubt, thoſe have 


Not conſidered, who are againſt any Peace with- 


out Spain; is, that the Face of Affaim in Chriſ- 


tendom, ſince the Emperor's Death, hath been 


very much changed. By this Accident the Views 
and Intereſts of ſeveral Princes and States in the 
Alliance, have taken a new Turn, and I believe, 
it will be found that Qurs ought to do fo too. 
We have ſufficiently blundered once already, by 
changing our „ with regard to a Peace, 

55 while 
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while our Affairs continued in the fame Poſture 


and it will be too much in Conſcience to blun« 
der again by nat changing the firſt, — 
others are ſo much altered. 

Te have Prince of the Atria Family on 
the Throne of Spain, is undoubtedly more de- 
firable than one of the Houſe of. Bowrben ; but 
to have the Empire. and the Span;h Monarchy 


united in the fame Perſon, is a dreadful Confide- - 


ration, and directly oppoſite to that wiſe Princi- 
ple, on which the Eighth Article of the Alli- 
ance is founded, 

To this perhaps it will be objected, Habit 
indolent Character of the Auſtrian Princes, the 
wretched Oeconomy of that Government, the 


want of a Naval Force, the remote Diftance of 
their ſeveral Territories from each other; would 


never ſuffer an Emperor, although at the ſame 


time King of Spain, to become formidable: On 


the contrary, that his Dependance muſt conti- 
nually be on Great- Britain; and the Advanta- 
ges of Trade, by a Peace founded upon that 


Condition, would ſoon make us Amends for a all 


the Expences of the War. 
In Anſwer to this, Let us conſider the Cir- 


cumſtances we muft be in, before ſuch a Peace 


could be obtained, if it were at all practicable. 
We muſt become not only Poor ſor the preſent, 
but reduced by further Mortgages to a ſtate of 

Beggary, 
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Beggary, for endleſs Years to come. Compare 


Acxeſſion of Strength to Auſtria : and then de- 
termine how much an Emperor, in ſuch a State 
of Affairs, would either fear or need Britain. 
| Cons:iDxzR, that the Compariſon is nat 
formed hetween 2 Prince of the Houſe of Au- 
Fria, Emperor and King of Spain, and between 
a Prince of the Bourbon Family,. King of 


France and Spain; but between a Prince of the 


latter only King of Spain, and one of the fore 
mer uniting hoth Crowns in his own Perſon, 

War Returns of Gratitude can we enpect, 
when we are no longer wanted. Math all that 
we have hitherto done for the Imperial Family 


been. taken as a Ferpur, or only regeived as the. 


Dus of the Aline Gola? 
Wizz the Houſe: of Aula yield the kat 


even uſuxped Prerogative, to reſettle the Minds 
of thoſe Princes in the Alliange; wha are alarme 
edl at the Conſequences of this Turn of Affairs, 
occafioned by the Emperor's Death? We are 
aſſured it never will. Do we then imagine, 
that thoſe Princes, who. dread the overgrown 
Power of the Aufrian, as much as that of the 
Bourbon Family, will continue in our Alliance, 
upon a Syſtem contrary to that which they en- 


the 


ſuch a weak Condition as this with ſo great an 


Acre of Lang, the Jealt. Article gf ftmined and 


gaged with. us upon? For Inſtance; What can. 
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the Duke of Savoy expect in ſuch a Cafe? Will 


he have any Choice left him, but that of being 


2 Slave and a Frontier to France; or a Vaſſal, 
in the utmoſt Extent of the Word, to the Im- 
perial Court? Will he not therefore, of the two 
Evils chooſe the leaſt; by ſubmitting to a Maſter, 
who hath no immediate Claim upon him, and 
to whoſe _ is nearly allied; mather 


| Nn eb hs Died mew inclined tat the 
reſt of Zuripe, that the Empire and Spdite {ould 
be united in King Charles, whatever they may 
now pretend. Ou the contrary, it is tnown to 
ſeveral Perfans, that upon the Death of the Inte 
Emperor Joſeph, the States reſolved, that theſt 
two Powers fbould net be jo in the fame Per- 
fon; And this they determined as a fundamental 
Maxim, by which they intended to proceed. 80 
that Spain was firſt given up by them; and ſinco 
whey maintain no Troops in that Kingdom, it 
ſhould ſeem, that they — 
4e to be hat Monarch, 


THIRDLY, Thoſe who- 8 


Peace without Spain, if they be ſuch as no Way 
* 2 r * by the War, may 
| perhaps 
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perhaps change their Sentiments, if they will re- 


flect a little upon our preſent Condition. 
I nap. two Reaſons for not ſooner publiſhing 


this Diſcourſe: The firſt was, becauſe I would 


give Way to others, who might argue very well 
upon the fame Subject, from general Topicks 
and Reaſon, altho' they might be ignorant of 
ſeveral Facts, which I had the Opportunity to 
know. The Second was, becauſe 1 found it 
would be neceſſary, in the Courſe of this Argu= 


ment, to ſay ſomething of the State to Which this 
War hath reduced us: - At the ſame Time I knew» 


that ſuch a · Diſcovery ought to be made 3s late as 
paſliblez and at another Junfture.would.not only 


. n 


Tous. 


Ir. is the Folly: of too many: 3 
Eccho of a: Lesdbs Coffee-houſe for the Voiceiof 
the Kingdom. The City Coffee-houſes have 
been for fome Years filled with People; whoſe 


Fortunes depend upon the Bani, Exft-Tadia, or 
ſome other Stock: Every new Fund: to theſe, is 


like a new Mortgage to an Uſurer, whoſe Com- 
paſſion for a young Heir. is exactly the ſame with 
that of a Stockjobber to the Landed Gentry. At 


the Court End of the Town, the like Places of 


Reſort are frequented either by Men out of Place, 
and conſequently Enemies to the preſent Miniſtry ; 
or by Officers of the Army : No wonder * 
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if the general Cry, in all ſuch Meetings, be a- 


gainſt any Peace either with Spain, or withont ; 


which, in other Werds, is no more than this ; 


Miniftry ; that Soldiers would be glad to keep 
their Commiſſions; and, that the Creditors have 
Money ſtill, and would have the Debtors borrow 
on at the old extorting Rates, — wy have 
os Security to give. 

Now, — erat Bier fine 
Iden of our preſent Circumſtances, without troub- 

| Lag bim or my felf with Computations in form : 
Every Body knows, that our Land and Malt 
Fax amount anmalty to about two Nfillions and 
an Hall, A other Branches of the Revenue 


Credit of new Funds, about three Millions and. 


of the War came to above a Million more than 


all the Funds the Parliament could contrive were 


ſufficient to pay Intereſt; and ſo we have been 
forced to divide a Deficiency of twelve hundred 


thouſand Pounds among the ſeveral Branches of 
our Expence. This is a Demonſtration, that if 


the War be to laſt another Campaign, it will be 


impoſiible to find Funds. for ſupphying it, without 
mortgaging 


that diſcontented Men deſire another Change of 


are mortgaged to pay Intereſt, for what we have 
K ˙ The yearly Charge of the 
War is uünly about fix Millions ; te make up 
which Sum, we are forced to take up, on dhe 


g 3 KS 2 g f 42886 


an Half, This laſt Year the computed Charge 
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mortgaging the Malt Tax; or by ſome other 
Method equally deſperate. 

Ir the Peace be made this Winter; we are then 
to conſider, what Circumſtances we ſhall be in 
towards paying a Debt of about fiſty Millions, 
which is a ſixth Part of the Purchaſe of the 
whole Iſland, if it were to be ſold. 

Towasps clearing our ſelves of this mon- 
ſtrous Incumbrance, ſome of theſe Annuities will 
expire or pay off the Principal in thirty, forty, 
or an hundred Years; the Bulk of the Debt muſt 
be leſſened gradually by the beſt Management we 
can, out of what will remain of the Land and 
Malt Taxes, after paying Guards and Garriſons, 
and maintaining and ſupplying our Fleet in the 

time of Peace. I have not Skill enough to com- 
pute what will be left, after theſe neceſſary Char- 
ges, towards annually clearing ſo vaſt a Debt; 
but believe it muſt be very little: However, it is 
Plain that both theſe Taxes muſt be continued, 
as well for ſupporting the Government, as be- 
cauſe we have no other Means for paying off the 
Principal. And fo likewiſe muſt all the other 
Funds remain for paying the Intereſt. How long 
a Time this muſt require; how ſteddy an Admi- 
niſtration, and how undiſturbed a State of Af- 
fairs, both — let others deter- 
mine. 


r 
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HowsveR, ſome People think all this very 
reaſonable ; and that ſince the Struggle hath been 
for Peace and Safety; Poſterity, who is to par- 
take the Benefit, ought to ſhare in the Expence: 
As if at the breaking out of this War, there had 
been ſuch a Conjuncture of Affairs, as never hap- 
pened before, nor would ever happen again. It 
is wonderful, that our Anceſtors, in all their 


Wars, ſhould' never fall under ſuch a Neceflity ; | 


that we met no Examples of it in Greece and 
Rome; that no other Nation in Europe ever 


hundred and twenty Years ago; which they drew 
upon themſelves, by their own Folly, and have 


ſuffered for it ever ſince: No doubt, we ſhall 


teach Poſterity Wiſdom, but they will be apt to 
think the Purchaſe too dear; and I wiſh they 


Names. | 
Ir is eaſy to entail Debts on ſucceeding Ages, 


and to hope they will be able and willing to pay 


them; but how to enſure Peace for any Term of 
Years, is difficult enough to apprehend, Will 
human Nature ever ceaſe to have the ſame Paſ- 
ſions? Princes to entertain Deſigns of Intereſt 
or Ambition; and Occaſions of Quarrel to ariſe? 
May-not we ourſelves, by the Variety of-Events 
and Incidents which happen in the World, be 

under a Neceflity of recovering Towns out of the 
| | | very 


knew any Thing like it, except Spain, about an 


may ſtand to the Bargain we have made in their 
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very Hands of thoſe, for whom we are now ruin- 
ing our Country to take them? Neither can it 
be faid, that thoſe States, with whom we may 
probably differ, will be in as bad a Condition as 
our ſelves; for, by the Circumſtances of our Si- 
tuation, and the Impoſitions of our Allies, we 
are more exhauſted, than either they or the Ene- 
my; and by the Nature of our Government, 
the Corruption of our Manners, and the Oppo- 
ſition of Factions, we ſhall be more flow in re- 
covering. 

Ir will, no doubt, be a mighty Comfort to 
our Grand- children, when they ſee a few Rags 
hung up in Meſtminſter-Hall, which coſt an hun- 
dred Millions, whereof they are paying the Ar- 
rears, and boaſting, as Beggars do, that their 
Grandfathers were Rich and Great. 

I Have often reflected on that miſtaken No- 
tion of Credit, ſo boaſted of by the Advocates 
of the late Miniſtry : Was not all that Credit 


built upon Funds, raiſed by the landed Men, 


whom they now ſo much hate and deſpiſe? Is 
not the greateſt Part of thoſe Funds raiſed from 
the Growth and Product of Land? Muſt not 
the whole Debt be entirely paid, and our Fleets 
and Garriſons be maintained, by the Land and 
Malt Tas, after a Peace? If they call it Credit 
to run ten Millions in Debt, without Parliamen- 

tary Security, by which the Publick is defrauded 
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of almoſt half; J muſt think ſuch Credit to be 
dangerous, illegal, and perhaps treaſonable. Nei- 
ther hath any thing gone further to ruin the Na- 
tion, than their boaſted Credit. For my own 
Part, when I faw this falſe Credit fink, upon the 
Change of the Miniſtry, I was ſingular enough 
to conceive it a good Omen, It ſeemed, as if 
the young extravagant Heir had got a new Stew- 
ard, and was reſolved to look into his Eſtate be- 
fore Things grew deſperate, which made the U- 
ſurers forbear feeding him with Money, as they 


were wont to do. 
| Sincs the monied Men are ſo fond of War, I 


ſhould be glad, they would furniſh out one Cam- 
paign at their own Charge: It is not above ſix 
or ſeven Millions; and I dare engage to make it 


out, that when they have done this, inſtead of 
contributing equal to the landed Men, they will 


have their full Principal and Intereſt, at 6 per Cent. 
remaining of all the Money they ever lent to the 


Gov ernment. 


WiTHOUT this Reſource, or ſome other 


equally miraculous, it is impoſſible for us to con- 
tinue the War upon the ſame Foot. I have al- 
ready obſerved, that the laſt Funds of Intereſt 
fell ſhort above a Million, although the Perſons 
moſt converſant in Ways and Means einployed 
their utmoſt Invention; ſo that of Neceſſity we 
muſt be ſtill more defective next Campaign. But, 

* 
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perhaps our Allies will make up this Deficiency 
on our Side, by greater Efforts on their own. 


Quite the contrary ; both the Emperor and Hal- 


land failed this Year in ſeveral Articles; and ſig- 
nified to us ſome Time ago, that they cannot 
keep up to the ſame Proportions in the next, 


We have gained a noble Barrier for the latter, 


and they have nothing more to demand or deſire: 
The Emperor, however fanguine he may now af- 
fect to appear, will, I ſuppoſe, be ſatisfied with 
Naples, Sicily, Milan, and his other Acquiſiti- 
ons, rather than engage in a long hopeleſs War, 
for the Recovery of Spain, to which his Allies the 
Dutch will neither give their Aſſiſtance, nor Con- 


ſent. So that ſince we have done their Buſineſs ; 


ſince they have no further Service for our Arms, 


and we have no more Money to give them: And 
laſtly, ſince we neither deſire any Recompence, 


nor expe& any Thanks, we ought, in pity, to 
be diſmiſſed, and have leave to ſhift for our ſelves. 
They are ripe for a Peace, to enjoy and cultivate 


what we have conquered for them; and ſo are we, 


to recover, if poſſible, the Effects of their Hard- 
ſhips upon us. The firſt Overtures from France, 
are made to England, upon fafe and honourable 
Terms: We, who bore the Burthen of the War, 
ought, in Reaſon to have the greateſt Share in 
making the Peace, If we do not hearken to a 
Peace, others certainly will; and | get the Advan- 

Vor. VIII P tage 
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tage of us there, as they have done in the“ .;, 
We know, the Dutch have perpetually thr::. 

us, that they would enter into ſeparate Mea nes 
of a Peace; and by the Strength of that Argu- 
ment, as well as by other powerful Moti ves, pre- 
vailed on thoſe who were then at the Helm, to 
comply with them on any Terms, rather than 
put an End to a War, which cvery Year brought 
them ſuch great Acceſſions to their Wealth and 
Power. Whoever falls off, a Peace will follow; 
and then we muſt be content with ſuch Conditions, 


as our Allies, out of their great Concern for our 


Safety and Intereſt, will pleaſe to chuſe. They 


have no further Occaſion for fighting; they have 


gained their Point, and they now tell us, it is 
eur War ; fo that in common Juſtice, it ought 
to be our Peace. 


ALL we can | bs the deſperate Steps 


of pawning our Land or Malt Tax, or erecting 


a General Exciſe, is only to raiſe a Fund of In- 


tereſt, for running us annually four Millions fur- 
ther in Debt, without any Proſpect of ending 
the War ſo well, as we can do at preſent: And 
when we have ſunk the only un-engaged Reve- 
nues we had left, our Incumbrances muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity remain perpetual. 

W have hitherto. lived upon Expedients, 
which in Time will certainly deſtroy any Conſti- 


tution, whether Civil or Natural; and there was 


no 
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no Country in Chriſtendom had l. Oeniton for 
them, than ours. We have diet=d a {:2aithy Body 
into a Conſumption, by plying it with Phyſck, 
inſtead of Food: Art will help us no longer; and 
if we cannot recover by letting the Remaias of 
Nature work, we muſt inevitably die, 

WHarT Arts have been uſed to poſſeſs the Peo- 


ple with a ſtrong Deluſion, that Britain muſt in- 


fallibly be ruined, without the Recovery of Spain 
to the Houſe of Auſtria? Making the Safety of 
a great and powerful Kingdom, as ours was then, 

to depend upon an Event, which, even after a 
War of miraculous Succeſſes, proves imprackica- 
ble. As if Princes and great Miniſters could find 
no Way of ſettling the Publick Tranquility, 
without changing the Poſſeſſions of Kingdoms, 
and;forcing Sovereigns upon a People againſt their 
Inclinations. Is there no Security for the Iſland 
of Britain, unleſs a King of Spain be dethroned* | 
by the Hands of his Grandfather? Has the E- 
nemy no cautionary Towns and Sea-Ports, to 


give us for ſecuring Trade? Can he not deliver 


us Poſſeſſion of ſuch Places, as would put him in 
a worſe Condition, whenever he ſhould perfidi- 
ouſly renew the War? The preſent King of 
France hath but few Years to live, by the Courſe 
of Nature, and doubtleſs, would defire to end his 
Days in Peace: Grandfathers in private Familie, 
are not obſerved to have great Influence on thcir 

P 2 Grandſons ; 
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Grandſons; and I believe they have much leſs 
among Princes. However, when the Authority of 
a Parent is gone, is it likely that Philip will be 
directed by a Brother, againſt his own Intereſt, 
and that of his Subjects? Have not thoſe two 
Realms their ſeparate Maxims of Policy, which 


muſt operate in Times of Peace? Theſe at leaſt. 


are Probabilities, and cheaper by ſix Million a 
Year than recovering Spain, or continuing the 
War, both which ſeem abſolutely impoſſible. 


Bur the common Queſtion is, if we muſt now | 
ſurrender Spain, what have we been fighting for 


all this while? The Anſwer is ready ; we have 
been fighting for the Ruin of the publick Intereſt, 
and the Advancement of a private, We have 
been fighting to raiſe the Wealth and Grandeur 
of a particular Family: To enrich Uſurers and 
Stockjobbers; and to cultivate the pernicious De- 
ſigns of a Faction, by deſtroying the landed In- 
tereſt. The Nation begins now to think theſe 
Bleſſings are not worth fighting for any longer, 
and therefore defires a Peace. 

Burr the Advocates on the other Side cry out, 
that we might have had a better Peace, than is 


now in Agitation, above two Years ago. Sup- 


poſing this to be true, I do affert, that hy Parity 
of Reaſon we muſt expect one juſt ſo much worſe, 
about two Years hence. If thoſe in Power could 


then have given us a better Peace, more is their 
Infamy 
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Infamy and Guilt, that they did it not ; why 
did they inſiſt upon Conditions, which they were 
certain would never be granted? We allow it 
was in their Power to have put a good End to the 
War, and Jeft the Nation in ſome hope of reco- 
vering itſelf, And this is what we charge them 
with as anſwerable to God, their Country, and 
Poſterity, that the bleeding Condition of their 
Fellow-Subjefts, was a Feather | in the Balance 
with their private Ends, 

WHEN we offer to lament the heavy Debts 


and Poverty of the Nation, it is pleaſant to hear 


ſome Men anſwer all that can be ſaid, by crying 
up the Power of England, the Courage of Eng- 
land, the inexhauſtible Riches of England. | 
have heard a “ Man very ſanguine upon this Sub- 


jet, with a good Employment for Life, and a 
hundred thouſand Pounds in the Funds, bidding 


us Take Courage; and Warranting, that all would 
go well, This is the Style of Men at Eaſe, who 
lay heavy Burthens upon others, which they will 


not touch with one of their Fingers. I have 


known ſome People fuch ill Computers, as to 
imagine the many Millions in Stocks and Annui- 
ties, are ſo much real Wealth in the Nation; 
whereas every Farthing of it is entirely loſt to 


| us, ſeattered in Holland, Germany, and Spain 3 


* The late Lord Halifax. 
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and the Landed Men, who now pay the Inte- 
reſt, muſt at laſt pay the Principal. 
FOURTHLY, Thoſe who are againſt any 
Peace without Spain, have, I doubt, been ill in- 
formed, as to the low Condition of France, and 
the mighty Conſequences of our Succeſſes. As 
to the firſt, it muſt be confeſſed, that after the 
Battle of Ramellies, the French were ſo diſcou- 
raged with their frequent Loſſes, and fo impa- 
tient for a Peace, that their King was reſolved to 
comply on any reaſonable Terms. But when 
his Subjects were informed of our exorbitant De- 
mands, they grew jealous of his Honour, and 
were unanimous to aſſiſt him in continuing the 
Var at any Hazard, rather than ſubmit. This 
fully reſtored his Authority ; and the Supplies he 
hath received from the Spaniſb- Maſt-Indies, which 


in all are computed, ſince the War, to amount 


to four hundred Millions of Livres, (and all in 
Specie) have enabled him to pay his Troops. Be- 
| ſides, the Money is ſpent in his own Country; 
and he hath ſince waged War in the moſt thrifty 
Manner, by acting on the Defenſive; compound- 
ing with us every Campaign for a Town, which 
coſts us fifty Times more than its Worth, either 
as to the Value, or the Conſequences. Then, 
he is at no Charge of a Fleet, further than pro- 
viding Privateers, wherewith his Subjects carry 
on a Piratical War at their own Expence, and 
| : 9 50 he 
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he ſhares in the Profit; which hath been very 
conſiderable to France, and of infinite Diſadvan- 
tage to us, not only by the perpetual Loſſes we 


have ſuffered to an immenſe Value, but by the 
general Diſcouragement of Trade, on which we 


ſo much depend. All this conſidered, with the 
Circumſtances of that Government, where the 
Prince is Maſter of the Lives and Fortunes of ſo 
mighty a Kingdom, ſhews that Monarch to be 
not ſo ſunk in his Affairs, as we have imagined, 
and have long flattered ourſelves with the Hopes of. 
Tuosk who are againſt any Peace without 
Spain, ſeem likewiſe to have been miſtaken injudg- 
ing our Victories, and other Succeſſes, to have becn 
of greater Conſequence, than they really were. 
WEN our Armies take a Town in Flandlers, 


the Dutch are immediately put into Peſſeſſion, 
and we at home make Bonfires, I have fome- 


times pitied the deluded People, to ſee them 
ſquandering away their Fewel to ſo little Pur- 
poſe, For Example : What is it to us that 
Bouchain is taken, about which the warlike Po- 
liticians of the Coffeehouſe make ſuch a Clutter > 
What though the Garriſon ſurrendered Priſoners 
of War, and in Sight of the Enemy ? We are 
not now in a Condition to be fed with Points of 
Honour, What Advantage have we, but that. 


of ſpending three or four Millions more to get 
| * Town for the States, which may open 


P 4 them. 
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them a new Country for Contributions, and in- 
creaſe the Perquiſites of the General? 

In that War of ten Years, under the late King, 
when our Commanders and Soldiers were raw 
and unexperienced, in Compariſon of what they 
are at preſent ; we loſt Battles and Towns, as 
well as we gained them of late, ſince thoſe Gen- 
tlemen have better learned their Trade ; yet we 
bore up then, as the French do now : Nor was 
there any Thing deciſive in their Succeſſes: They 
grew weary, as well as we, and at laſt conſented 
to a Peace, under which we might have been 
happy enough, if it had not been followed by 
that wile Treaty of Partition, which revived the 
Flame, that hath laſted ever ſince. I ſee nothing 
elſe in the modern Way of making War, but 
that the Side, which can hold out longeſt, will 
end it with moſt Advantage. In ſuch a cloſe 
Country as Flanders, where it is carried on by 
Sieges, the Army, that acts offenſively, is at a 
much greater Expence of Men and Money ; and 
there is hardly a Town taken in the common 
Forms, where the Beſiegers have not the worſe 


of the Bargain. I never yet knew a Soldier, 


who would not affirm, that any Town might be 
taken, if you were content to be at the Charge, 
If you will count upon ſacrificing ſo much Blood 
and Treaſure, the reſt is all a regular, eſtabliſhed 
Method, which cannot fail, When the King of 


France, 
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France, in the Times of his Grandeur, fat down 
before a Town, his Generals and Engineers would 
often fix the Day, when it ſhould ſurrender. 
The Enemy, ſenſible of all this, hath for ſome 
Years palt avoided a Battle, where he hath ſo ill 


| ſucc-2ed, and taken a ſurer Way to conſume us, 


by letting our Courage evaporate againſt Stones 
and Aubin, and ſacrificing a ſingle Town to a 
Campaign, which he can fo much better afford 


to loſe, than we to take. 


LASTLY, Thoſe who are fo violently againſt 
any Peace, without Spain being reſtored to the 
Houſe of Auſtria, have not, I believe, caſt their 
Eye upon a Cloud gathering in the North, which 
we have helped to raiſe, and may 8 break 


in a Storm upon our Heads. 


Tax Northern War hath been on Foot, KY 
moſt ever ſince our Breach with France: The 
Succeſs of it various; but one Effect to be ap- 
prehended was always the ſame, that ſooner er 
later it would involve us in its Conſequences, and 
that, whenever this happened, let our Succefs be 
never ſo great againſt France, from that Moment 
France would have the Advantage. 

By our Guaranty of the Treaty of Travendall, 
we were oblidged to hinder the King of Denmark 
from engaging in a War with Sweden. It was 
at that Time underſtood by all Parties, and ſo 
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declared, even by the Britiſh Miniſters, that this 


Engagement ſpecially regarded Denmart's not 
aſſiſting King Auguſtus. But, however, if this 
had not been ſo, yet our Obligation to Sꝛveden 
ſtood in Force, by Virtue of former Treatics 


with that Crown, which were all revived and 


confirmed by a ſubſequent one, concluded at the 
Hague, by Sir Joſeph Williamſon, and Monſieur 
Lilienroot, about the latter End of the late 
King's Reign. 

HowEveER, the War in the North proceeded ; 
and our not aſſiſting Sweden, was at leaſt as well 
excuſed by the War, which we were entangled 
in, as his not contributing his Contingent to the 
Empite, whereof he is a Member, was excuſed 
by the Preſſures he lay under, having a Confe- 
_— to deal with. 

Ix this War the King of be was Victo- 
rious; and what Dangers were we not then ex- 
poſed to? What Fears were we not in? He 
marched into Saxony, and if he had really been 


in the French Intereſt, might at once have put 


us under the greateſt Difficulties. But the Tor- 
rent turned another Way, and he contented 
himſelf with impoſing on his Enemy the Treaty 
of Alt Raſtadt; by which King Auguſtus makes 
an abſolute Ceſſion of the Crown of Polana, re- 
nounces any Title to it, acknowledges Staniſſaus; 
and then, both he and the King of Sweden, Join 

In 
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in deſiring the Guaranty of England and Hl. 
land. The Queen did, indeed, not give this 
Guaranty in Form; but, as a Step towards it, 
the Title of King was given to Staniſlaus, by a 


Letter from her Majeſty ; and the ſtrongeſt Aſ- 


ſurances were given to the Smediſb Miniſter, in 
her Majeſty's Name, and in a Committee of 
Council, that the Guaranty ſhould ſpeedily be 
granted ; and that in the mean while, it was the 
fame Thing as if the Forms were paſled. 

In 1708, King Augu/tus made the Campaign 
in Flanders; what Meaſures he might at that 
Time take, or of what Nature the Arguments 
might be that he made Uſe of, is not known: 


But immediately after, he breaks through all he 


had done, marches into Poland, and — 
the Crown. 


AFTER this we apprehended, that the Peace 


of the Empire might be endangered; and there- 


fore entered into an Act of Guaranty, for the 
Neutrality of it. The King of Sweden refuſed, 
upon ſeveral Accounts, to ſubmit to the Terms 
of this Treaty; particularly, becauſe we went 
out of the Empire to cover Poland and Jutland; 
but did not go out of it to cover the Territories 


of Sweden. 


Lz r us therefore conſider, what is our Caſe at 
preſent, If the King of Sweden return, and get 


the better, he will think himſelf under no Obli- 
.P 6 gation 
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gation of having any Regard to the Intereſts of 
the Allies; but will naturally purſue, according 
to his own Expreſſion, His Enemy, wherever he 
finds him, In this Caſe the Corps of the Neu- 
trality is oblidged to oppoſe him, and ſo we are 
engaged in a ſecond War, before the firſt be ended. 

Ir the Northern Confederates ſucceed againſt 
Sweden, how ſhall we be able to preſerve the Ba- 
Lince of Power in the North, ſo eſſential to our 
Trade, as well as in many other Reſpects? 
What will become of that great Support of the 
| Proteſiant Intereſt in Germany, which is the 
Footing that the Swedes now have in the Em- 
pire ? Or, who ſhall anſwer, that theſe Princes, 
after they have ſettled the North to their Minds, 
may not take a Fancy to look Southward, and 
make our Peace with France according to their 
own Schemes ? 

An laſtly, if the King of Pruſſia, the Elector 
of Hanover, and other Princes, whoſe Dominions 
lie contiguous, be forced to draw. from thoſe Ar- 
mies which act againſt France; we muſt live in 
hourly Expectation of having thoſe Troops re- 
called, which they now leave with us ; and this 
Recal may happen in the midſt of a Siege, or on 
the Eve of a Battle. Is it therefore our Intereſt 

to toil on in a ruinous War, for an impracticable 
End, till one of theſe Caſes ſhall happen; or to 

Sh Shelter before the Storm? 
THERBS 
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Tate is no doubt, but the preſent Mini- 
ſtry (provided they could get over the Obliga- 
tions of Honour and Conſcience) might find 
their Advantage in adviſing the Continuance of 


the War, as well as the laſt did, although not in 


the ſame Degree, after the Kingdom hath been 
ſo much exhauſted. They might prolong it, till 


the Parliament deſire a Peace; and in the mean 
Time leave them in full Poſſeſſion of Power. 


Therefore it is plain, that their Proceedings at 


preſent, are meant to ſerve their Country, directly 


againſt their private Intereſt; whatever Cla- 
mour may be raiſed by thoſe, who for the vileſt 
Ends, would remove Heaven and Earth to op- 
poſe their Meaſures. But they think it infinitely 


better to accept ſuch Terms as will ſecure our 
Trade, find a ſufficient Barrier for the States, 


give reaſonable Satisfaction to the Emperor, and 
reſtore the Tranquillity of Europe, altho* with- 


out adding Spain to the Empire: Rather than 


go on in a languiſhing Way, upon the vain Ex- 
peclation of ſome improbable Turn, for the Re- 


covery of that Monarchy out of the Bourbon Fa- 


mily ; and at laſt be forced to a worſe Peace, by 


ſome of the Allies falling off, upon our utter In- 
ability to continue the War. 
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APOLOGY, Oe. 


A LADY, Wiſe as well Fair, 
Whoſe Conſcience always was her Care, 
Thoughtful upon a Point of Moment ; | 

Wou'd have the Text as well as Comment; 

So hearing of a grave Divine, 

She-ſent to bid him come and dine. 

But you muſt know he was not quite 

So grave, as to be unpolite, 

Thought human Learning wou'd not leſſen, 

The Dignity of his Profeſſion ; | 
And 
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And if you had heard the Man diſcourſe, 
Or preach, you'd like him ſcarce the worſe, 
He long had bid the Court farewel, 
Retreating ſilent to his Cell; 
Suſpected for the Love he bore 

To one who ſway'd ſome time before ; 
Which made it more ſurpriſing how 

He ſhould be ſent for thither now. 

The Meſſage told, he gapes—and ftares, 
And ſcarce believes his Eyes, or Ears. 
Could not conceive what it ſhould mean, 
And fain would hear it told again ; 

But then the Squire ſo trim and nice, 
*T were rude to make him tell it twice ; 
So bow'd, was thankful for the Honour : 
And wou'd not fail to wait upon her. 
His Beaver bruſh'd, his Shoes, and Gown, 
Away he trudges into Town ; 
Paſſes the Lower Caſtle Yard, 
And now advancing to the Guard, 
He trembles at the Thoughts of State; 
For, conſcious of his ſheepiſh Gait, 

His Spirits of a ſudden fail'd him, 


He ſtop'd, and could not tell what ail'd him: 


What was the Meſſage I receiv'd; 
Why certainly the Captain rav d? 
To dine with Her! and come at Three! 

Impoffible ! it can't be me, 
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Or may be I miſtook the Word; * 
My Lady — it muſt be my Lord. 

My Lord's Abroad; my Lady too; 

What muſt the unhappy Doctor do? 
Ie Capt. Crach' rode here, pray? — Na. 
Nay then tis time for me to go. 
Am TI awake, or do I dream? 
I'm ſure he call'd me by my Name; 
Nam'd me as plain as he could ſpeak, 
And yet there muſt be ſome Miſtake, 
Why, what a Jeſt ſhou'd I have been, 
Had now my Lady been within, 
What could I've ſaid? I'm mighty glad | 
She went Abroad — She'd thought me mad, 
The Hour of dining now is paſt ; | 


Well then, I'Il &en go home and faſt; 


And ſince I *ſcap'd being made a Scoff, 

I think Pm very fairly off. 

My Lady now returning home 

Calls, Crach'rode, is the Doctor come? 

He had not heard of him — Pray ſee, 

Ti now a Quarter after Three. 

The Captain walks about, and ſearches 

Thro' all the Rooms, and Courts, and Arches ; 

Examines all the Servants round, 

In vain — no Doctor's to be found 

My Lady could not chuſe but wonder : 

Captain, I fear you've made ſome Blunder : 
+ The Gentiemar who brought the Meſſage. | 
But 
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But pray, to Morrow go at Ten, 

PII Try his Manners once again; 

If Rudeneſs be the Effect of Rutledge, 

My Son ſball never ſee a College. 
The Captain was a Man of Reading, 

And much good Senſe, as well as Breeding: 

Who, loth to blame, or to incenſe, 

Said little in his own Defence : 

Next Day another Meſſage brought; 

The Doctor frighten'd at his Fault, 

Is dreſs'd, and ftealing thro' the Crowd, 

Nov pale as Death, then bluſh'd and bow'd 

Panting—and faultring—Humm'd and Ha'd, 

Her Ladyſhip was gone Abroad 

The Captain tobe did not know 

Ihether he ought to ſtay or go. 

Beg'd ſhe'd forgive him; in Concluſion, 

My Lady, pitying his Confuſion, 

Call'd her good Nature to relieve him; 

Told him ſhe thought ſhe might believe him; 
And wou'd not only grant his Suit, 

But viſit him and eat ſome Fruit; 
Provided, at a proper Time, 

He told the real Truth in Rime, 

*T was to no purpoſe to oppoſe, 

She'd hear of no Excuſe in Proſe. 
The Doctor ſtood not to debate, 
Glad to compound at any Rate 
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So, bowing, ſeemingly comply'd ; 
Tho! if he durſt, he had denied. 
But firſt reſolv'd, to ſhew his Tafte 
Was too refin'd to give a Feaſt, 
He'd Treat with nothing that was Rare, 
But winding Walks and purer Air ; 
Wou'd entertain without Expence, 
Or Pride, or vain Magnificence ; 
For well he knew, to ſuch a Gueſt, 
The plaineſt Meals muſt be the beſt. 
To Stomachs clog'd with coſtly Fare, 
Simplicity alone is rare; 
Whilſt high, and nice, and curious Meats, 
Are really but Vulgar Treats: 
Inſtead of Spoils of Perſian Looms, 
The coſtly Boaſt of Regal Rooms, 
Thought it more courtly and diſcreet, 
To ſcatter Roſes at her Feet ; 
Roſes of richeſt Dye, that ſhone 
With Native Luſtre, like her own; 


Beauty that needs no Aid of Art, 


Thro' every Senſe to reach the Heart. 
The gracious Dame,” 'tho* well ſhe knew 
All this was much beneath her due, 

Lik'd every Thing — at leaſt thought fit 
To praiſe it, par maniere d'acquit; 

Yet ſhe, tho ſeeming pleas'd, can't bear, 
The ſcorching Sun, or chilling Air 
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Diſturb'd alike at both Extremes, 
Whether he ſhews or hides his Beams; 
Tho” ſeeming pleas'd at all ſhe ſees, 
Starts at the Ruſt'ling of the Trees; 
And ſcarce can ſpeak for want of Breath, 
In half a walk fatigu'd to Death. 
The Doctor takes his hint from hence, 
To apologiſe his late Offence : 
Madam, the mighty Pow'r of Uſe 
Nov ſtrangely pleads in my Excuſe : 
If you anus'd, have ſcarcely Strength 
© To gain this Walk's untoward Length, 
© If frighten'd at a Scene ſo rude, 
_ © Thro? long Diſuſe of Solitude; 
© If long confin'd to Fires and Screens, 
Tou dread the waving of theſe Greens; 


© If you who long have breath'd the Fumes 


Of City Fags and crowded Rooms, 
Do now ſollicitouſly ſhun 

© The cooler Air, and dazzling Sun 
© Tf his Majeſtick Eye you flee, 
Learn hence t'excuſe and pity me. 

© Conſider what it is to bear 

© The powder'd Courtier's witty Sneer : 
To ſee th' important Men of Dreſs 

< Scoffing my College Aukwardneſs, 
To be the ſtrutting Cornet's Sport; 
“To run the Gauntlet of the Court, 
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Winning my Way by ſlow Approaches, 
* Thro' Crowds of Coxcombs and of Coaches, 


From the firſt fierce cockaded Centry, 


© Quite thro' the Tribe of waiting Gentry ; 
© To paſs ſo many crowded Stages, 

And ſtand the Staring of your Pages; 

* And after all, to crown my Spleen, 

5 Be told — You are not to be ſeen. = 
Or, if you are, be forc'd to bear, : 

© The Awe of your Majeſtick Air. 

And can I then be faulty found, 


© In dreading this vexatious Round? 


© Can it be ſtrange, if I eſchew 
© A Scene fo glorious, and fo new? 
© Or is he criminal that flies 


The living Luſtre of your Eyes? 
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LADIES, &c. 
By Dr. Su — XN. 


TJOFTEN try'd in vain to find 
A Simile for Woman-kind, 

A Simile | mean to fit em, 

In every Circumſtance to hit 'em, 

Thro? ev*ry Beaſt and Bird I went, 

I ranſack'd ev'ry Element, . 

And after peeping thro? all Nature, 

To find ſo whimſical a Creature, 

A Cloud preſented to my View, 

And ftrait this Parallel I drew : 


Clouds turn with ev'ry Wind about, 
They keep us in Suſpence and Doubt, 
Ye: 


NEW SIMILE 


hn 


er 
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Yet oft perverſe, like Woman-kind, 
Are feen to ſcud againſt the Wind ; 
And are not Women juſt the ſame ? 
For, ho can tell at what they aim? 


C::4ds keep the ſtouteſt Mortals under, 


When be'iowing they diſcharge their Thunder; 


So when the Alarm-Bell is rung, 


Of * Xant!'s everlaſting Tongue, 


The 


* XANTI, a Nick- name for Xa x TIE, that Scold of glo- 
rious Memory, who never let poor Soc RAT Es have one Mo- 
ment's Peace of Mind, yet with unexampled Patience he bore 
her peſtilential Tongue. I ſhall beg the Ladies Pardon, if I in- 
ſert a few Paſſages concerning her, and at the ſame Time I aſ- 
ſure them, it is not to leſſen thoſe of the preſent Age, who are 
poſſeſs d of the like laudable Talents; for, I will confeſs, that 
I know three in the City of Dublin, no Way inferior to XA N- 
T1PPE, but that they have not as great Men to work upon. 

When a Friend asked SocxAT ES, how he could bear the 
Scolding of his Wife XANTIPPE, he retorted, and asked him, 
how he could bear the Gaggling of his Geeſe. Ay, but my Geeſe 
hy Eggs for me, reply'd his Friend. So doth my Wife bear | 


Children, faid SocxaTEs. Diog. Laert. 


Being asked at another Time by a Friend, how he could bear 
her Tongue, he ſaid, ſhe was of this Uſe to him, that ſhe taught | 
him to bear the Impertinencies of others with more Eaſe, when 
he went abroad. Plut, de Capiend. ex Hoſt, utilit. 

Soe RAT s invited his Friend Eurxvpruus to Supper. 
XANTIPPE, in great Rage went in to them, and overſet the 
Table. EuTHyYDEMOs riſing in a Paſſion to go off, My dear 
Friend, ſtay, faid Soca Ar Es, did not a Hen do the ſame 


Thing at your Houſe the other Day, and did 1 * any Re- 
&ntment ? Plat, de ira cobibenda. 


1 could 


| (336) 
The Husband dreads its Loudneſs more, 
Than Light'ning's Flaſh, or Thunder's Roar. 


Clouds weep as they do, without Pain, 
And what are Tears but Womens Rain? 


TE Clouds about the Welkin roam, 
And Ladies never ſtay at home. 


TuE Chauds build Caſtles in the Air, 
A Thing peculiar to the Fair; 
For all the Schemes of their Forecaſting, 
Are not more ſolid, nor more laſting. 


A Claud is light by Turns, and dark, 

Such is a Lady with her Spark; 

Now, with a ſudden pouting Gloom, 

She ſeems to darken all the Room ; 

Again ſhe's pleas'd, his Fears beguil'd, 

And all is clear, when ſhe has ſmil'd, 

In this they're wondrouſly alike, 

(1 hope the Simile will ſtrike) 

I could give many more Inſtances of her Termagancy, and 


his Philoſophy, if ſuch a Proceeding might not look as if 1 
were glad of an Opportunity to expoſe the Fair Sex; but to ſhew 


I have no ſuch Deſign, I declare, that I had much worſe Sto. 


ries to tell of her Behaviour tc her Husband, which I rather paſ- 
ſed over, on Account of the great Eſteem which I bear the La- 
dies, eſpecially thoſe in the honourable Station of Matrimony, 


Tho! 


1 
Tho! in the darkeſt Dumps you view em, 
Stay but a Moment, you'll fee through em. 


THE Clouds are apt to make Reflection, 
And frequently produce Infection; 
So Cælia, with ſmall Provocation, 
Blaſts ev'ry Neighbour's Reputation. 


TAE Clouds delight in gaudy Show, 
For they, like Ladies, have their Beau ; 
The graveſt Matron will confes, _ 
That ſhe herſelf is fond of Dreſs. 8 


Os ERVE the Clouds in Pomp array'd, 
What various Colours are diſplay d, 
The Pink, the Roſe, the Vi'let's Dye, 

In that great Drawing Room the Sky, 
How do theſe differ from our Graces, 
In Garden-Silks, Brocades and Laces? 
Are they not ſuch another Sight, 
When met upon a Birth-Day Night. 


Tu Clouds delight to change their Faſhion: | 
Dear Ladies, be not in a Paſſion, L 
Nor let this Whim to you ſeem ftrange, 

Who ev'ry Hour delight in Change. 


In them and you alike are ſeen 
The ſullen Symptoms of the Spleen, 
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The Moment that your Vapours riſe, 
We ſee them dropping from your Eyes. 


In Ev ning fair you may behold 
The Clouds are fring'd with borrow'd Gold, 
And this is many a Lady's Caſe, | 
Who flants about in * borrow'd Lace. 


Grave Matrons are like Clouds of Snow, 
Their Words fall thick, and ſoft, and flow, 
While briſk Coquets, like rattling Hail, 

Our Ears on ev'ry Side aſſail. 


Clouds when they intercept our Sight, 


Deprive us of Celeſtial Light: 
So when my Chee I purſue, 


No Heaven beſides, I have in View. 


. Trvs, on Compariſon you ſee, 
In ev'ry Inſtance they agree, 


So like, ſo very much the ſame, 


That one may go by t'other's Name. 


Let me proclaim it then aloud, 
That ev'ry Woman is a Claud. 

* Not Flanders Lace, but Gold and Silver Lace. By borrowed, 
is meant ſuch as run in honeſt Tradeſmen's Debts, for what they 
were not able to pay, as many of them did for French Silver-Lace, 


2gainkt the lat Birth-Day, Vid. the Shop-keepers Books, 


AN 


mn dare | 
A Woman with a Cloud compare? ' 

a AS, | wa Strange Prideand Inſolence youſhow, | 1 
| 


| Inferior Mortals there below. — - 
And, is our Thunder in your Ears | 
So frequent or ſo loud as theirs ? | 
Alas! our Thunder ſoon goes out; | | 
And only makes you more devout, ö 
Then, is not Female Clatter worſe, = 
That drives you, not to pray, but curſe. | 
WE hardly Thunder thrice a Year; 
The Bolt diſcharg'd, the Sky grows clear: 1 
But, ev'ry ſublunary Dowdy, 1 
The more ſhe ſcolds, the-more ſhe's Cloudy. i, 
Son Critick may object, perhaps, {| 
That Clouds are blam'd for giving Claps ; 
But what, alas! are Claps Etherial, 
Compar'd, for Miſchief, to Venereal? 
Can Clouds give Bubo's, Ulcers, Blotches, 
Or from your Noſes dig out Notches? 
© + We 


* 
We leave the Body ſweet and found ; 
We kill, *tis true, but never wound. 

You know a Cloudy Sky beſpeaks 


Fair Weather, when the Morning breaks; 


But, Women in a Cloudy Plight, 
Foretel a Storm to laſt *till Night. 
A Cloud in proper Seaſons pours 
His Bleſſings down in fruitful Show'rs; 
But, Woman was by Fate deſign'd 
To pour down Curſes on Mankind. 
WEN * Syr:us o'er the Welkin rages 
Our kindly Help his Fire afſ[wages; 
But Woman is a curſt Inflamer, 


No Pariſh Ducking-Stool can tame her; 


To kindle Strife, Dame Nature taught her: 


Like Fire-Works, ſhe can burn in Water. 
Fox Fickleneſs how durſt you blame us? 

Who for our Conſtancy are famous. 
You'll ſee a Claud in gentle Weather 
Keep the ſame Face an Hour together : 
While Woman, if it could be reckon'd, 
Change ev'ry Feature ev'ry Second. 

OssERvE our Figure in a Morning; 
Of Foul or Fair we give you Warning; 
But, can you gueſs from Woman's Air, 
One Minute, whether Foul or Fair? 

Go read in ancient Books enrolPd, 
What Honours we poſſeſs d of old! 


e The Dog Star, 
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To diſappoint [xion's Rape, 
ZOFVE dreſt a Claud in Fund's Shape: 
Which when he had enjoy'd, he ſwore, 

No Goddeſs could have pleas'd him more, 
No Diff rence could he find between 
His Cloud, and FOYE's Imperial Queen: 
His Cloud produc'd a Race of Centaurs, 
Fam'd for a thouſand bold Adventures ; 3 
From us deſcended ab origine; | 
By learned Authors, call'd Nubigene. 
But ſay, what Earthly Nymph do you know, 
So beautiful to paſs for Juno. 

BE TORR Aneas durſt aſpire 

To court her Majeſty of Tyre, 

His Mother begg'd of us to dreſs him, 

That Dido might the more careſs him: 

A Coat we gave him, dy'd in Grain; 

A Flaxen Wig, and Clouded Cane. 

(The Wig was powder'd round with Sleet, | 
Which fell in Clouds beneath his Feet) * 
With which he made a tearing Show: —— 

And Dido quickly ſmoat'd the Beau. 

AmonG your Females make Inquiries; 

What Nymph on Earth ſo fair as Iris? 

With heav'nly Beauty ſo endow'd ? 
And yet her Father is a Cloud. 4 
We dreſs'd her in a Gold Brocade, ] 
Befitting Funo's fav'rite Maid. | 

A *Tis known, that Socrates the wiſe, 
"% Ador'd us Clouds as Deities; To 
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To us he made his daily Prayers, 

As Ariſtopbanes declares : 

From Fupiter took all Dominion, 

And dy'd defending his Opinion, 

By his Authority, tis plain 
You worſhip other Gods in vain : | 
And from your own Experience know, 
We govern all things there below. 
You follow where we pleaſe to guide ; 
O'er all your Paſſions we preſide ; 
Can raiſe them up, or ſink them down, 
As we think fit to ſmile or frown: 
And, juſt as we diſpoſe your Brain, 

Are witty, dull, rejoice, complain, 

ComPaRrs Us then to Female Race 
We, to whom all the Gods give Place: 

- Who better challenge your Allegiance, 
Becauſe we dwell in higher Regions: 
You find, the Gods in Homer dwell, 

In Seas, and Streams, or low as Hell: 
Ev'n Fove, and Mercury his Pimp, 
No higher climb than Mount Olymp, 


(Who makes you think, the Clauds he pierces: | 


He pierce the Clouds ! He kiſs their Ar---es.) 

While we, o'er Teneriffa plac'd, 

Are loftier by a Mile at leaſt: 

And when Apollo ſtruts on Pindut, 

We ſee him from our Kitchen Windows : 
; Or 
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Or, to Parnaſſus looking down, 
Can p- ſs upon his Lawrel Crown. 
FATE never form'd the Gods to fly ; 
In Vehicles they mount the Sky: 
When 70 / E would ſome fair I" inveigle, 
He comes full Gallop on his Eagle. 
Though Venus be as light as Air, 
She muſt have Doves to draw her Chair, 
Apollo ſtirs not out of Door, | 
Without his lacker'd Coach and Four, 
And, jealous Juno, ever ſnarling, 
Is drawn by Peacocks in her Berlin: 
But we can fly where' er we pleaſe, 
O'er Cities, Rivers, Hills, and Seas: 
From Eaſt to Weſt, the World we roam; 
And, in all Climates are at home; 
With Care provide you as we go, 
With Sun-ſhine, Rain, and Hail, or Snow, 
You, when it rains, like Fools believe 
7 OF E p--es on you through a Sieve : 
An idle Tale, tis no ſuch Matter; 
We only dip a Spunge in Water; 
Then, ſqueeze it cloſe between our Thumbs, 
And ſhake it well, and down it comes, 
As you ſhall to your Sorrow know ; 
We'll watch your Steps where'er you go: 
And, ſince we find you walk a- foot, 
We'll ſoundly ſouce your Frize Surtout, : 
„ 
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'Tis but by our peculiar Grace, 
That Phebus ever ſhews his Face: 
For, when we pleaſe, we open wide 
Our Curtains blue, from Side to Side: 
And then, how ſaucily he ſhews 5 
His brazen Face, and fiery Noſe: > 
And gives himſelf a haughty Air 
As if He made the Weather fair. 
'T1s ſung, wherever Cælia treads, 
The Vi'lets ope their purple Heads; 
The Roſes blow, the Cowſlip ſprings; 
Tis ſung, but we know better Things. 
"Tis true; a Woman on her Mettle, 
Will often p---ſs upon a Nettle ; 
But, though we own ſhe makes it wetter, 
The Nettle never thrives the better: 
While we, by ſoft prolifick Show'rs, 
Can ev'ry Spring produce you Flow'rs. 
Your Poets, Chloe's Beauty heighr'ning, 
Compare her radiant Eyes to Lightning ; 
And yet, I hope, twill be allow'd, 
That Light'ning comes but from a Cloud. 
Bur, Gods like us, have too much Senſe 
At Poets Flights to take Offence, 
Nor can Hyperboles demean us; 
Each Drab has been compar'd to Venus. 
WE own your Verſes are melodious ; 
But ſuch Compariſons are odious. 


The End of the E1GHTH VoLUME, | 
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